DRC’s first fight 


Negotiations about job conditions helped delay the announcement of the chair of the new 


Disability Rights Commission (DRC) for three months. 


Education and Employment 
Secretary David Blunkett 
announced on 12 October that 
Bert Massie OBE, 50, director 
of the Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation, 
would chair the Commission. 

_ Mr Blunkett said: “The post 
demands a driven, highly com- 
mitted individual with strong 
skills in strategic leadership and 
a good understanding of dis- 
ability issues. This is what we 
see in Bert.” 

But when Mr Massie was 
first offered the three-day job, 
there was no provision for sick- 
ness benefit or a pension. 

He told DN: “I feel I have 
every right to try and protect 
myself in retirement and so | 
had to negotiate terms.” 

_ He reached agreement with 
the Department for Education 
and Employment (DfEE) and 
also won an extra day per week 
on grounds of health — as a 


Volker 2080E 


wheelchair user who has had 
polio, he felt he would need 
more than the planned three- 
day week to do the job. He also 
won a higher pro rata salary 
than advertised. 

“The Government needs to 
review how it appoints people 
to many of its boards and com- 
mittees,” he said. “If disabled 
people are going to take these 
jobs, even for a day a month, 
we need to give them the skill 
to do it, recognise the extra 
costs, the extra energy levels 
and support needed, and 
reward them properly.” 

Rachel Hurst, chair of Rights 
Now and a member of the 
Government’s Disability Rights 
Task Force, said: “The wait was 
inexcusable. If Bert Massie was 
fighting on equal opportunities 
grounds, he could have come 
into the open months ago and 
the Government should have 
made a decision.” 
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She agreed that disabled peo- 
ple sitting on committees are 
often supported by a charity. 

A DfEE spokesperson said: 
“We appointed a chair as quick- 
ly as practicality allowed. We 
and Bert Massie are determined 
that the Commission should be 
up and running by April.” 

She added that, in line with 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act, Government departments 
are already obliged to make rea- 
sonable adjustments when mak- 
ing statutory appointments. 

The National Disability 
Council (NDC) is working with 
the Commissioner of Public 
Appointments to find out how 
more disabled people can sit on 
public bodies of all kinds.* Their 
report will be ready in March. 
*If you have views for the 
NDC, e-mail them to: 
chairman.ndc@dfee.gov.uk 


See profile, page 12. 


Welfare 
Reform 
Bill bashed 


Government changes to 
Incapacity Benefit (IB) and 
Severe Disablement Allowance 
(SDA) have been voted down by 
the House of Lords. 

A cross-party alliance led by 
disability campaigner Lord 
Ashley of Stoke knocked out 
three clauses of the Welfare 
Reform and Pensions Bill on 13 
October. The Bill now returns 
to the Commons. 

Three hundred and fifty 
thousand disabled people would 
have, in future, lost benefits had 
the Welfare Reform and 
Pensions Bill clauses been 
accepted. However, people 
already claiming IB or SDA 
would not have been affected. 

Lord Ashley told DN: “It’s 
now up to the Secretary of 
State for Social Security Alistair 
Darling to take account of this 
phenomenal vote in the House 
of Lords.” 


Walking the walls: British Deaf Association trustee Terry Riley 


The 
campaigning 


newspaper 


that puts you in 


the picture 


(left) and fundraising manager Jo Christophi abseiled down Guy’s 
Hospital, London, to launch Deaf Awareness Week in October. 
They were helped by the Honourable Artillery Company. kim noBLE 


Fight to keep baby 


A couple with epilepsy are 
fighting to keep their unborn 
child after social services have 
threatened to take it into care. 
Stephen and Penny Green- 
wood from Bradford were told 
that assessments made over the 
first three months of their 


Fighting: the Greenwoods 


baby’s life will determine if 
they can keep it. The Green- 
woods had a baby removed 
from their care against their 
wishes four years ago. 

They were informed of 
social services’ decision at a 
case study meeting in October. 

Stephen, 38, a former mort- 
gage advisor, has infrequent 
epileptic seizures mainly in his 
sleep. Penny, 40, has more fre- 
quent “petit mal” seizures. The 


couple live independently in the 
community. 

Stephen Greenwood said: 
“They think we can’t cope basi- 
cally because of our disability. 
They said they didn’t think we 
could adjust to having a third 
party in the house.” 

Mike Stow, assistant director 
of Bradford Council’s social 
services, said: “We have worked 
with the couple to carry out 
detailed assessments, and fur- 
ther discussions involving them 
and their extended family will 
now take place to ensure the 
baby is brought up in a safe 
environment.” 

The Greenwoods’ solicitor, 
Stephen Butler of Butler and 
Kandler, said: “As far as I can 
see they live a normal life. Both 
are lovely, bright people — 
delightful people.” 

Douglas Bennet, chief execu- 
tive of the National Society for 
Epilepsy, said: “There is no rea- 
son why an individual or cou- 
ple with epilepsy cannot pro- 
vide a loving, stable and safe 
environment in which a child 
can be raised.” 


2 News 


Remploy still talking 


Proposals to close nine factories. However, unions have laying on a bus during working 


= 

Remploy factories are still claimed that travelling will be time, then these are the lengths a 
under discussion. impossible for some workers. we are prepared to go to.” 2 
The closures, announced in Remploy sales and marketing Dan Hodges, director of |{§ 
June, are part of Remploy’s director Anne Murray-Smith communication at GMB union, z 
move towards employment in said: “We are still negotiating _said: “We welcome the effective |Z 
mainstream industry. Remploy — with the unions. We are select- | moratorium on the closures. e 
has guaranteed there will beno ing closures where we think But we still want to ensure that |2 


compulsory redundancies and __ there are factories close enough __ there will be no redundancies | All aboard: James Fisher (centre), eight, from Boroughbridge it 
that workers affected will be to allow workers still to have a and that suitable travel | North Yorkshire, tries out the new accessible miniature railway 
offered jobs in nearby Remploy job locally. If that involves _ provisions will be made.” carriage at the National Railway Museum in York. 


Win a hamper! 


Get ready for Christmas by 
filling in DN’s reader survey 
and automatically entering 
a prize draw. Two winners 
will each receive a case of 
wine and a hamper packed 
with luxury food, while four 
runners-up will each win 
a hamper. For details, see 
the survey and envelope 
enclosed in this issue. | 
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News 3 


chool in PE row 


arents of disabled children at a 
swindon school are furious 
vhat their kids are being denied 
PE lessons alongside other 
pupils because of Government 
efforts to improve reading and 
mathematics. 
- Support staff at the main- 
stream Robert Le Kyng primary 
school are concentrating on 
helping disabled pupils during 
the new numeracy and literacy 
hours. 
_ Parents have been told they 
cannot provide extra health and 
safety support during PE and 
disabled children are being given 
swimming lessons instead. 

One parent, Mark Oliver, 
whose son Mikey, seven, has 


cerebral palsy (cp), said: “This 
is just pure discrimination. 
They are being excluded.” 

And Madeline James, whose 
nine-year-old son Samuel also 
has cp, said: “It is very impor- 
tant for them to join in group 
activities even if they cannot do 
everything.” 

But Phil Cooke, assistant 
chief education officer with 
Swindon Local Education 
Authority, said: “We are trying 
to work with everyone to make 
the best of the resources that 
we have got within our 
schools.” 

The authority and school, 
which has 11 disabled pupils, 
are now reviewing the decision 


Mikey Oliver, one of the pupils — 


and will meet parents in 
November. 


Poverty 
campaign 
panned 


Charities have slammed a 
Government campaign to 
reduce poverty, claiming it does 
not help disabled people who 
cannot work. 

The campaign is outlined in 
Opportunity for All — Tackling 
Poverty and Social Exclusion’, 
the Government’s first annual 
report on poverty, produced by 
the Department of Social 
Security (DSS). 

The report highlights what 
the Government is doing to 
combat poverty in areas such as 
education and employment, 
and what it is doing for vulner- 
able groups. For disabled peo- 
ple this includes the setting up 
of the Disability Rights 
Commission and efforts to help 
them find work. 

But the Disability Benefits 
Consortium (DBC), an umbrel- 
la group of charities, said that 
the Government was doing 
nothing to help disabled people 
escape poverty except through 
work. 

It criticised the Government 
over plans to cut Incapacity 
Benefit under the Welfare 
Reform and Pensions Bill, 
which is currently before 
Parliament. 

Lorna Reith DBC spokes- 
woman, said: “This comes 
at a time when the Govern- 
ment’s proposals for welfare 
reform abolish entitlement for 
benefit for some severely 
disabled people and lower 
benefit paid to those who have 
worked but are no longer able 
to do so.” 

A spokesperson for the DSS 
said severely disabled children 
and young people would all get 
more money under the Bill. 
“For a free summary, tel: 


)181-867 3201. 


New respite report 


Almost a third of Britain’s 
seven million carers may not 
have had breaks from looking 
after a disabled person in the 
last year, a report has found. 

And only 37 per cent of the 
604 carers and disabled people 
in the survey felt the quality of 
services was adequate. The 
report into respite 
Mixture and Choice Breaking 
Traditional Barriers*, 
undertaken by the Winged 
Fellowship Trust in October. 

It found 29 per cent of those 
responding had had no respite 
care in the last 12 months. 

It also found that 25 per cent 
were given no choice in the type 
of respite care provided, while 
12 per cent said that respite had 


care, 


was 


been provided in homes where 
other guests were of inappro- 
priate age ranges and interests. 

Patrick Wallace, chief exec- 
utive of Winged Fellowship, 
said: “We need increased 
respite care, but we need it to 
be more flexible. People want 
more diversity and choice. 
Young people with disabilities 
are spending a week’s respite 
break in homes for older 
people.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
Department of Health (DoH) 
said the DoH was giving an 
extra £140m over three years to 
help develop more variety and 
flexibility in services and to 
consult with carers. 


*Free, tel: (01722) 332768. 
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Teach teachers 


Teachers in every school in 
England and Wales are to have 
access to disability equality 
training from a_ scheme 
launched this month to 
boost inclusion of disabled 
children. 

Schools will get money to 
pay for the training to be car- 
ried out by disabled people over 
the next three years. 

Richard Rieser, director of 
Disability Equality in 


Education (DEE), which is 
coordinating the scheme, said: 
“The biggest barrier to inclu- 


sion of disabled children is 
attitudes. The idea is to shift 
the climate within mainstream 
schools to make inclusion 
more possible.” 

Training would involve 
teaching the whole staff of a 
school about the social causes 
of disability. It would also 
help them to develop an 
inclusion action plan for the 
school. 

Schools will have £18m to 
pay for training this year 
alone. 

DEE, tel: 0171-359 2855. 


Freedom protest: The Disabled People’s Direct Action Network 
(DAN) protested outside Leonard Cheshire’s HQ in London in 
September, calling for better facilities in care homes and the right to 


live in the community. 
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“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
compared our prices” 


You could end up saving 


hundreds of pounds on 
Scooters, Powerchairs, 
Bathlifts, Riser Armchairs, 


Adjustable Beds, Stairlifts and 
Wheelchairs with this Brand 
New Pricewatch PriceGuide 
from Mobility Matters, a 
group of independent 
showroom based distributors. 


Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 


now on 0990 134130 
or write to 

Mobility Matters, 

Dept DN11/99 Freepost 


AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES 
HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES. 


ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY 
FAR TOO MUCH FOR A 
MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 


Call the 24 hour request line 


NHO170, Kettering NN14 6BR. 


where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 
paying £100’s more for 
exactly the same product. 
Don’t make the mistake of 
paying way over the odds 
unnecessarily. The new 
PriceGuide explains what to 
look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so 
you are less likely to get 
caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. You will be sent a 
copy from your closest 
distributor along with our 
popular advisory booklet for 
scooters and _ powerchairs 
which gives you the important 
questions to ask _ before 
committing yourself. Before 
you choose, read and learn. 
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Designer outlet let-down 


A disabled man is furious that 
shops in a newly built centre in 
Yorkshire have poor access for 
disabled people. 

Wheelchair Don 
Fletcher, 43, went to the largest 
designer outlet in Europe, 
Freeport Village Yorkshire, near 
Castleford, soon after it opened 


user 


in September. 

But he found that there was 
not enough space for wheelchair 
users to move about the aisles in 
some of the shops. When trying 
to go round the NIKE shop, he 


ended up knocking over piles of 
training shoe boxes. 

“I could have got out of my 
chair and used my sticks, but I 
should not have to do that and 
other people simply could not 
do it,” he told DN. 

He did not dare to go into 
some shops for fear of causing 
damage. 

Ron Illingworth, promotions 
and marketing executive at 
Freeport Village, said the centre 
had no power to force shops to 
make changes. 


The news comes despite 
improved rights to access intro- 
duced in October under the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 

Stephen Bradshaw, director 
of external affairs at the Spinal 
Injuries Association, said: “It 
seems completely unreasonable 
that new shops can open and 
somebody who is in a wheel- 
chair cannot get around.” 

A spokesman for NIKE UK 
said: “We will look into this. 
Our disabled customers are of 
great concern to us.” 


New research centre 
The implications of genetic 
research will be looked into by 
the new Policy and Ethics 
Research Institute (PERI) based 
at the International Centre for 
Life in Newcastle. PERI will 
bring together sociologists, sci- 
entists and philosophers. Dr 
Tom Shakespeare, a leading 
authority on disability and 
genetics, is PERI’s research 
development officer. 


TV complaints upheld 
Twenty-eight viewers’ com- 
plaints about the Channel 4 
series Psychos have been upheld 
by the Broadcasting Standards 
Commission. Objections about 
the psychiatric unit drama 
included criticism of the name. 


Landmark DDA case 


The Government’s Customs and 
Excise department has been 
found guilty of discriminating 
against a blind employee. 

A Croydon employment 
tribunal found-in favour of 
employee Faroog Shah under 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA) but cleared Customs 
and Excise of discrimination on 
grounds of race. 

Mr Shah, who is blind and 
Asian, has worked as a lawyer in 
Customs and Excise’s legal 
department since 1991. Despite 
good reports, he was repeatedly 
passed over for promotion. Mr 
Shah took his case to the tri- 
bunal with the help of the 
Association of First Division 
Civil Servants (FDA). 

Mr Shah’s employers claimed 
he was not promoted because he 


il CUE 


did not have enough litigation 
experience. However, a letter 
written by Mr Shah’s manager 
revealed that he had not given 
him litigation work because of 
his disability, despite the fact 
that Mr Shah had done litiga- 
tion work in a previous job. 

Robyn Dasey, assistant 
general secretary of the FDA, 
said: “We think this is a land- 
mark case in the legal profes- 
sion — and also against a 
large Government department, 
particularly one that claims to 
champion opportunities for 
disabled people.” 

Mr Shah said: “I’m delighted. 
I regard this not just as a victory 
for myself but for all disabled 
people. ’'m happy to make this 
small contribution towards 
interpreting the DDA.” 
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Bringing the community together 
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That’s stretching it a bit! Former British Army tank commande‘ 
Andy Garner, 33, has started a new career as a professional body 
guard, after a crash obliged him to leave the forces. Andy retraine¢ 
with the help of Bolton New Deal for Disabled People. | 


Cannabis demands | 


Campaigners are 
demanding that 
the Government 
allows them to 
take cannabis 
for medical pur- 
poses after Home Secretary 
Jack Straw again rejected calls 
to legalise the drug. 

Speaking on BBC Radio 4 in 
late September, Mr Straw 
rejected legalisation of the drug 
but backed current medical 
research aimed at developing 
drugs from it. 

He said: 
companies and investors 
involved are successful with 
their research “and ’ get”a 
licence for what they are pro- 
ducing, then those drugs can 
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Taking Turns: Around Recreation 


and Leisure 
by Alice Bradley 


Three booklets to help people with learning disabilities 
get involved in leisure activities. They explore a range 
of community based activities and suggest practical 
steps for developing confidence and undertaking new 
pursuits. Each of the three booklets has been 
specifically written for a particular readership: 


an illustrated booklet for people witha — 
learning disability 
provides advice and information for 
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guidance to staff working in services 
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go on sale on prescription jus 
as there are derivatives o 
heroin regularly used fo 
pain relief. But we canno 
make an exception in th 
area of dangerous drugs fo 
cannabis alone.” 

Clare Hodges, director o 
the Alliance for Cannabi 
Therapeutics, said: “If a dru 
is developed, I hope that it ij 
as good or better than what w 
have got at present. But it i 
going to take years and people 
are ill now.” 

“We have got something tha 
works. If the Government can’ 
help us, then they should let u: 
help ourselves. They shoulc 
leave us alone and stop prose 
cuting us,” she added. 


new! 
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| Lisa Hitchen reports A visually 
) impaired man is waiting to 
| hear whether the Olympics 
| organisers will have to produce 
| Braille information on the 
Games after he took a discrimi- 
nation case to the Human 
|| Rights Court. 

Bruce Maguire from Sydney 
) wanted a Braille version of the 
ticket book for next year’s 
Olympics. But the Sydney 
| Organising Committee for the 
Olympic Games (SOCOG) 
) refused. Mr Maguire lodged a 
} complaint under the Australian 
| Disability Discrimination Act. 
SOCOG had set up a hotline 
» for visually impaired people. 


‘Extra winter fuel payments of 
/£100 will be made to people 
claiming benefits including 
\Invalid Care Allowance, 
‘Incapacity Benefit and 
Attendance Allowance. 

The payments are part of the 
Government’s drive to help the 
-estimated three-fifths of 
households that underspend on 
heating. 

Announcing the payments in 
‘September, Social Security 
‘Minister Alistair Darling said: 
“Over 7.5m households will 
benefit. All payments will be 
imade by Christmas.” 

' Helpline, 8.30-4.30, Monday to 
‘Friday, tel: 0645-151 515. 


Positive campaign 

A campaign to promote 
positive mental health amongst 
disabled people was launched 
on World Mental Health Day 
in October. 

As part of the campaign, 
two publications have been 
produced by the Health 
Education Authority for peo- 
ple who have physical disabili- 
ties or learning difficulties. 
Tel: 0171-413 1991. 


Scope’s energy boost 
Yorkshire Electricity is to 
donate £12 to Scope for every 
person purchasing energy 
through the Yorkshire 
Electricity Scope Select scheme. 
Tel: 0800-023 045. 


Boat poet: Disabled writer Jenni Meredith has been entertaining 
passengers on P&O’s Portsmouth to Le Havre ferry route with live 
poetry and writing workshops. Jenni became P&O poet in resi- 
dence as part of the National Poetry Society’s Poetry Places scheme. 


JOHN MARTIN 


News 5 


Physio fiasco 


A disabled man is demanding 
that his local hospital pays for 
the hydrotherapy he receives at 
a local health club. 

Wheelchair user Peter 
Budgen, 46, has been paying 
£35 a month for therapy since 
physios at the Mid Kent Health 
Care Trust told him he could 
benefit from it in addition to 
the therapy they provided. 

Mr Budgen said: “They 
should be providing it for peo- 
ple, not just telling them to go 
out and incorporate it into 
their lifestyle.” 

A spokesman for the Trust 
said: “We assessed his need and 
gave him treatment in accor- 
dance with that need.” 

Meanwhile, the issue of fund- 
ing for physiotherapy was the 
subject of discussion at a fringe 


meeting at the Conservative 
Party conference in October. 
Earl Howe, opposition health 
spokesman in the House of 
Lords, said there were shortages 
of physiotherapists in the NHS. 

He added: “Physio depart- 
ments up and down the coun- 
try are creaking and some are 
barely operational. There needs 
to be a long, hard look taken at 
pay and conditions of service.” 

Phil Gray, chief executive of 
the Chartered Society of 
Physiotherapy, said: “We think 
the two particular areas where 
there are glaring gaps are reha- 
bilitation for older people and 
for adults with disabilities.” 
Keep DN’s physiotherapy 
campaign informed of your 
problems in getting services, 
tel: 0171-619 7323. 


Businesses failon DDA (Gitte 


Thousands of shops and busi- 
nesses are failing to comply 
with new disability regulations, 
according to leading charities. 
A Royal National Institute 
for the Blind (RNIB) survey 
found that three-quarters of 
local branches of UK compa- 
nies were not aware of Part III 
of the Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA), the second phase of 
which came into force at the 
beginning of October. 
Independent research by the 
Royal National Institute for 
Deaf People discovered that 61 


per cent of service providers 
had taken no action to comply 
with the requirements of Part 
III of the DDA. 

A Scope survey of London 
shops and other services found 
55 per cent of the businesses had 
access problems. To highlight 
its campaign Scope ran an 
advertisement in the style of 
London listings magazine Time 
Out (right). 

The new rules of Part III of 
the DDA mean service providers 
must make reasonable adjust- 
ments for disabled customers. 


Steve Winyard, RNIB’s head 
of public policy, said: “Our 
findings were disappointing. 
They indicate that the message 
is not getting through to staff. 
The implications are that blind, 
partially sighted and disabled 
people in general will just not 
be getting the service that the 
DDA promised. There is an 
urgent need for action from 
companies to ensure staff do get 
the message about new respon- 
sibilities under the DD 
Scope is inviting people to help 
complete a national survey by 


Clubs and 
Restaurants 
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reviewing services in their own 
area. For a survey pack, tel: 
0800-626 216 (calls are free). 
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Motability scheme available on 
A-class, C-class and V-class. 


Call today for details. 


151 


Great West Road, Brentford, 
Middlesex TW8 9AH 


“Find out 
why 
Stannah 
is the 
world’s 
most 
chosen 
stairlift.’ 


Name ___ == 


FREEPHONE 


0800 715 124 


Ext 8186 


e Free survey @ Fast, clean installation 
Straight or curved stairs @ Full guarantee 
e 24-hour call out service, 365 days a year 
e New models - even smoother, quieter ride 


Address 


Stannah 


Postcode Tel. 


Stairlifts 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 8186, 


FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SPIO 3BR. 


The world's most chosen stairlift 
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6 News review 


DN gives a round-up of some of the disability stories that 
appeared in the media earlier in the month 


Care home misery 


Putting elderly people in 
residential care destroys their 
quality of life, according to a 
report from Help the Aged. 

Our Future Home* by 
Malcolm Fisk criticised the 
tendency to put elderly people 
into homes because it isolates 
them from society. 

Help the Aged called for 
policymakers to look into other 
ways of caring for the elderly. 
At present many older people 


are forced to accept communal 
living because the resources are 
not available to adapt their 
homes instead. 

A spokesperson from Help 
the Aged said: “The elderly 
should be able to have choice 
and control over their futures.” 

The report was published 
after stories about poor 
care home standards appeared 
in the national press. 

*£10.50, tel: 020 7253 0253. 


e Urgent action is needed to 
protect people in residential 
care homes, according to David 
Congdon, director of public 
affairs at Mencap. 

Mr Congdon’s appeal came 
in a letter to the Independent. It 
followed the publication of the 
Government’s Fit for the Future 
consultation paper, which is 
looking into the standards 
required in residential homes 
(DN, October). 


Driving danger 


Dyslexic people find it hard to 
combine tasks and so can find 
driving difficult, according to a 
leading scientist. 

Rod Nicolson, professor 
of psychology at Sheffield 
University, made this claim 
at the British Association 
Science Festival in September. 

According to Professor 
Nicolson, a disorder in the 
brain’s cerebellum which affects 
dyslexic people’s ability to read 
can also prevent them from 
learning automatic skills. 


operation. 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVERSIONS 


CARAVELLE 


Various options of wheelchair access available on the 
Caravelle people carrier. Underfloor ramps or hydraulic lifts 
for side access. Ramps or lifts for rear access, including 
lowering rear suspension. Prices from £17,950 on the road. 
Full conversions for disabled driver independence, which can 
include: 6-way driver’s seat base, infra-red door and lift 


Dyslexic drivers can be easily 
distracted. Professor Nicolson 
advises that they should think 
twice about driving if condi- 
tions are tricky. 

Susan Parkinson, general 
secretary of the Arts Dyslexia 
Trust, said: “Dyslexics may 
sometimes be poor at remem- 
bering the rules of the road as 
written down, but they are 
usually much better than 
others at visualising and 
understanding what these rules 
mean in reality.” 


Alzheimer’s links 


Links have been found between 
head injuries and Alzheimer’s 
disease. A team of researchers 


from the University of 
Pennsylvania in America sub- 
jected pigs to very rapid accel- 
eration or deceleration similar 
to that experienced in road 
accidents. They found that 
nerve fibres in the pigs’ brains 
ruptured during the experi- 
ments, providing the kind of 
chemical environment in which 
Alzheimer’s can develop. 


Ain’t no mountain 
Lady Astor of Hever, 49, 
climbed Kilimanjaro for an 
autism charity. Lady Astor, 
whose daughter is autistic, 
climbed for the Diagnostic 
Interview for Social and 
Communications Disorder run 
by the National Autistic Society. 


VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE & CADDY KOMBI, NEW FOR 1999. 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid for brochures or a demonstration. Invatravel is a long 
established company with years of experience providing for the needs of people with disabilities. 
Conversions are to Volkswagen compatible design and are recognised converters for VW. 


INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PRY 9QS 
Tel: 01704 506608 © Fax: 01704 506607 


http://www.scoot.co.uk/invatravel_conversions/ 
Established 1983 
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Ridgeway ramble: Seven disabled wheelchair, scooter and buggy 
riders completed a 100-mile endurance ramble organised by the. 
Countryside Access Group. The ramble from Bath to Maidenhead| 
took in parts of the ancient Ridgeway path. 


CADDY KOMBI 


This stylish and compact estate car has such a lot to offer. 
Power steering, electric windows, remote central locking, tinted 
glass, stereo/radio cassette player, driver’s airbag, 1.6 petrol or 
1.9 diesel engines. Lowered floor with assisted ramp and 
restraints for wheelchair, including seating for four people. 
Prices from £13,495 “S” model. “SE” model includes air 
conditioning and metallic paintwork, £14,390. 


Bae 


f 


| 
New Year costs _| 
Some agencies are planning to} 
charge three or four times} 
more than usual for providing} 
care workers on Millennium 
Eve. A report in the Express 
newspaper found that both 
large and small agencies were} 
hiking their rates. 


News 7 


DN cleared by 
ommission 


one of the 20 complaints 

ade by the British Council of 

isabled People (BCODP) 
about a news story and feature 
in Disability Now have been 
upheld by the Press Complaints 
Commission. 

The news story (DN March) 
said that BCODP was in “disar- 
ray” after the resignation of the 
chair, Anne Rae, and the vice- 
chair, Anne Pridmore. The 
Commission accepted that “dis- 
array” was editorial comment. 

The feature (DN April) 
looked at the direction BCODP 
was taking. Comments from 
well-known figures in the field 
“were clearly presented as their 
views”, said the Commission. 

The Commission found that 
inaccuracies in the feature were 
corrected in later issues, and if 
“the complainant” had taken 
up the offer of a published 
letter, “this would have repre- 
sented a reasonable outcome”. 


String of success: London 
Symphony Orchestra viola 
player Elisabeth Varlow has 
been awarded the 1999 Frink 
Award for outstanding achieve- 
ment by a disabled woman in 
her field. The 31-year-old musi- 
cian, who is profoundly deaf, 
accepted the award and cheque 
for £1,500 at the Women of the 
Year Lunch and Assembly held 
in London on 14 September. 


| 

| 
Have you been on a | 
particularly good holiday | 
recently, either in the UK or 
abroad? 

DN will be doing its 
usual three-part holiday 
special in January, February | 
and March and is looking 
for features. Please call Dan | 
Batten, tel: 0171-619 7323. | 


Correction 


The telephone number printed 
for Skill: National Bureau for 
Students with Disabilities (DN 
October, page 4) was in fact a 
fax number. The correct 
number is 0171-450 0620. 


hee 


Se NgiOnERS 


MARION BULL 


Age of strength: Thousands of disabled and non-disabled older 
people marched on Parliament to commemorate 91 years of old age 


pensions in September. Speakers included Baroness Castle of 


Blackburn, author Will Hutton and broadcaster Trevor Phillips. 


| If you drive an unusual 
adapted vehicle, the 2000 
| Mobility Roadshow want to 
| hear. 


| Choice are looking for vin- 
tage cars, motorcyles, sports 
| cars or lorries and the best 


| Park, Derbyshire, in June. 
| Tel: (01344) 770946. 


MICHAEL MELIA 


SCANDINAVIAN M@BILITY 
The New ScanBed 710 


Outstanding Performance - For Increased User Comfort 


The New ScanBed 710 is probably the finest homecare nursing bed on the market 
and offers a practical solution for both users and carers. This therapeutic profiling 
bed gives flexibility, extra support and increased comfort. Combining a host of 
features and benefits, with ease of use, good looks and real value for money. 

* Flexibility. Extra Support. Increased Comfort. 

e Attractive appearance and design. 

¢ Helps retain independence for user. 

* Electrically operated backrest, thigh and height adjustments. 

* Simple to use hand control - adjusts to relieving positions. 

* Separate backrest and thigh section buttons for fine tuning. 

* Wide range of accessories available as options. 


ScanBed 710 - Performance, Durability, Ease Of Use and 
Outstanding Value For Money. 


Call the Scandinavian Mobility Helpline Free 0800 136 275 


for a free colour brochure and distributor information. 


Or contact Scandinavian Mobility UK Ltd, Freepost, Corby, Northants, 
NN18 8BR (no stamp required). SM/DN/1099 


| The organisers Mobility 


| could be featured in the next | 
| Roadshow, at Donnington | 


[ 


MS drug campaign 


The drugs company Biogen is 
funding a campaign aimed at 
getting more people with multi- 
ple sclerosis (MS) to demand 
NHS funding for a costly drug. 

The campaign, Action for 
Access*, will give people infor- 
mation about how to request 
beta interferon, which costs 
£10,000 to prescribe annually 
and is produced by Biogen and 
two other companies. 


The MS Society, which is not 
part of the campaign, said it 
supported people getting the 
drug if they could benefit 
from it. 

But a spokesman said: “We 
are equally concerned about 
people who cannot get easy 
and simple access to pain man- 
agement, continence treatments 
and physiotherapy.” 

*Tel: 0171-924 4410. 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS © HIATUS HERNIA 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


on motors 


Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relax 
tired 
muscles 


Relieve pressure 
on aching joints E 


Improve circulation 


Get in and outofbed —Put your feet up, 
more easily unwind and relax 


<q CONCERN FOR COMFORT 


...the rest comes naturally 


Name(Title) 


® arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


high & low 
back pain 
hiatus hernia 


swollen legs/ 
oedema 

poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 
respiratory 
problems 
stress & 
tension 


Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


Send fora FREE 
colour brochure 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT « FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 


INSURANCE 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


Established Over 30 Years 


Competitive rates for motor and 
household insurance. Cover also 
arranged for powerchairs, 
wheelchairs and scooters. 
Accidental damage, fire, theft, 
public liability and mechanical 
breakdown cover for £100. 


For a no obligation quote contact us on: 


0181 - 958 0900 


Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane, 
Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP 
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8 Party conferences 


Agnes Fletcher, Sally Brown and Rod Hermeston bring disability news back from this year’s conferences 


Benefits pledge | Waiting list wish 


(CAAay 


ot 


CONSERVATIVE 


The Conservative Party has 
promised to reverse proposed 
Government plans for disability 
benefit cuts. 

Launched at this year’s 
Conservative Party conference 
in Blackpool, the Common 
Sense Revolution policy docu- 
ment pledges 
that the 
Conservative 
Party would 
reverse plans 
in the pro- 
posed Welfare 
J Reform and 
Pensions Bill 
to means-test 


claims for Incapacity Benefit 
(IB) for those receiving more 
than £50 a week from a 
personal pension. 

Social security spokesman 
David Willetts (above) told 
DN: “If Labour is worried 
about the number of people 
claiming disability benefit, it 
should look at conditions for 
receipt of the benefit.” 

Neil Betteridge, head of 
projects and campaigns at 
the Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
(RADAR), said: “We would 


join them in opposing the 
means test.” 

But he warned that the 
entitlement criteria for IB 
should not be tightened either. 

The Tories also plan to cut 
benefit earlier for people on 
Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) if 
they turn down job offers, and 
to force people on JSA not 
seriously looking for work to 
sign on every day. 

Mr Betteridge said: “People 
with mental health problems 
and other impairments 
may find it very stressful if 
they are under pressure to 
take the first job that comes 
their way.” 

Meanwhile in education the 
Conservatives propose to allow 
schools to set 
their 
admissions 
policies. 

RAD AR 
fears that this 
could push 
schools into 
excluding dis- 
abled children and said this was 
already happening because of 
the league tables that have been 
put in place. 

But Tim Boswell (above), 
the Conservative Party’s 
disability spokesman, said: 
“We do not want schools to 
claw their way up league 
tables by a series of exclusions 
unless those exclusions are 
justified.” 


own 


WATERGENIE 


People needing 
c heart operations, 
Conservarve hip replacements 
or any medical treatment 
should be treated within a spec- 
ified time even if that means the 
NHS has to pay privately, the 
Conservatives have said. 

Making the pledge in the 
policy document The Common 
Sense Revolution, the party said 
conditions will be ranked in 
order of medical priority. 

They pledged that more 
serious conditions would 
take priority in terms of 
waiting times, claiming that 
the Government was forcing 
doctors to treat more people 
with less serious conditions 
quickly to reduce waiting 
lists for political reasons. 

Dr Liam Fox, shadow health 
secretary, said: “Under our pro- 
posals, and after consultation 
with the Royal Colleges and 
other professional bodies, 
patients will be given a maxi- 


oy 


mum waiting time determined 
by the severity of their illness.” 

But RADAR’s Neil 
Betteridge (below) said: “It’s 
tempting to say that those in 
greatest need 
should take 
priority, but 
what will 
happen to 
those with a 
lower level of 
need for 
whom early treatment would 
prevent their impairment 
becoming more of a problem?” 

Simon Williams, assistant 
director of the Patients’ 
Association, told DN individual 
patients must have a say about 
their waiting times: “There still 
needs to be flexibility to reduce 
waiting.” 

The Conservatives also said 
they would help protect homes 
of older people needing long- 
term care if they take out 
long-term care insurance. 


DN readers are invited to 
help police the Disability 
Discrimination Act by 
reporting violations in the 
National Health Service 
(NHS) to the Government. 


Margaret Hodge, 

Minister for Disabled : 
People, told DN: “Ensuring ~ 
there is no discrimination in | 
the health service issome- | 
thing we take very seriously. 
But we need evidence.” 

She asked readers to 
write with details of any 
NHS discrimination to: 
John Hutton, Minister, 
Department of Health, 
Correspondence Section, 79 © 
Whitehall, Richmond 
House, London SW1A 2NS. — 


Conference access 


Access and facilities for disabled people at the 
Labour Party conference in Bournemouth were 
generally felt to be a great improvement on last year. 

Ramps and wheelchair spaces were available at the Bournemouth 
International Conference Centre (BIC) and at hotel venues for fringe 
meetings. A wheelchair-accessible miniature train transported 
delegates between venues. ; 

Unison representative and conference delegate Pamela Thomas 
(right) said she was pleased with the improvements: “It wasn’t the 
nightmare we had in Blackpool last year. It wasn’t 100 per cent, but 
it was a lot better.” 

Facilities for visually impaired delegates were also good, accord- 
ing to Steve Winyard of the Royal National Institute for the Blind 


Labour 


(RNIB). A mobile transcription unit on site produced tape and Braille documents as the conference 
went along. Spoken direction announcements around the BIC, however, were felt to need further 


refinement. 


Sign language interpretation was given in the main conference but was patchy at fringe meetings. 


Se 


Es Liberal 
mocrats 


Jill Allen-King of the National Federation of the Blind has been asking for the 
conference agenda on tape for 20 years. This year, once again, she received a printed 
document saying she could send for a tape if she wanted one. Luckily, the RNIB’s } 


mobile taping and Brailling unit meant that she got a taped agenda the day before } 


the conference started. 


As for the conference stage, one speaker was entirely hidden from view during his speech of } 
several minutes. Perhaps next time some extra thought might be given to contributions from wheel- 
chair users. Let’s hope the recent and admirable party access audit will lead to some solid results. 

The Liberal Democrats Disability Group is represented on the disability policy committee. Their 


chairman Marc Bryant told DN: “Access is still patchy. Some of this is because of buildings, but 


THE PORTABLE SHOWERING SYSTEM things are better than they were. Involving disabled people is the key to getting things right.” 


@ EAsSy TO USE @ SAFE AND RELIABLE 
@ PORTABLE @ NO LIFTING OR HOISTING 
@ FITS ON A SINGLE BED @ NO PLUMBING IN REQUIRED 


People with mobility impairments needing to pick up their passes during the 
Conservative conference were in for a shock — the accreditation office was upstairs in } 
Conservarive 4 building with no lift. 
Apparently passes would be brought to them. 

Access in the Wintergardens, the main conference venue, was good overall. But while big signs 
pointed the way to the disabled toilets, there was insufficient signage for visually impaired people, 
and one sign pointing to a lift was obscured by exhibition stands. 

The Conservative Disability Group (CDG) held its meeting in a dimly lit bar, causing difficulties 
for visually impaired people. 

At this meeting there were also concerns that local Conservative associations had not been given 
information on making themselves accessible under the Disability Discrimination Act. 

Tory disability spokesman Tim Boswell told DN that he and the CDG would continue to press’ 
conference organisers and local Conservative groups on access. | 


The Easy, Immediate, Cost effective solution to all those difficult 
and intractable bathing problems. No more “Old-Fashioned” — 
. i _ unsatisfactory bed-baths. ss 


1 shower 
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Party conferences 9 


Let’s celebrate! 


for disabled people so far. 
“We are proud of what we 
have achieved in transport and 


Disability groups and Labour 
MPs celebrated the establish- 
ment of the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) at the 
Labour Party conference in 
Bournemouth, despite the fact 
that Prime Minister Tony Blair 
made no reference to disability 
in his leader’s speech. 

At an event hosted by Scope, 
Minister for Disabled People 
Margaret Hodge praised what 
the Government had achieved 


health,” she said. “Now atti- 
tudes need to be challenged and 
changed and then we can say 
we have finally achieved full 
civil rights for disabled people.” 

But Richard Brewster, chief 
executive of Scope, was con- 
cerned that Tony Blair’s speech 
had not acknowledged the DRC 
or Part III of the Disability 
Discrimination Act, which 
came into force in October. He 
also pointed out that disabled 
people still felt there was a long 
way to go. 


Civil rights don't pay bills 


Se 


Liberal 
Democrats 


The Liberal Democrats 
launched an impressive new 
paper on disability, Breaking 
Down Barriers. 

Disability spokesman Mark 
Oaten (below), said the policy 
did not just set out rights and 

7 benefits but 
also gave 
proposals 
on how to 
npiva mk ee 
“everyday 
life easier 
and fairer 
for disabled 

a people”. 
The disability debate 
focused on some good work by 
the Government, but, as Mr 
Oaten pointed out, “civil 
rights don’t pay bills”. 
Disabled people need the right 
to a decent standard of living 


: _ A 
and that right is undermined 


by cuts in entitlement and by 
means-testing of disability 
benefits. The paper is specific 
about reversing Government 


plans on incapacity benefit 
and severe disablement 
allowance. 

It pledges inclusion of com- 
munication costs as a qualifier 
for Disabled Living Allowance 
and an end to age discrimina- 
tion in the benefit. 

Among the most innovative 


suggestions are new “technabil- 


ity” and “netability” schemes, 
like Motability but with com- 
puters, to help disabled people 
if they want to work from 
home. 

The emphasis of the paper 
was a reflection of the broader 
conference theme that was 
outlined by the new party 
leader Charles Kennedy: that 
the Liberal Democrats must be 
“a party of social justice, 
advancing the cause of the 
poor, the powerless and the 
dispossessed”. 

Concerns about benefits 
were echoed out on the 
conference fringes. 

Several meetings considered 
the Welfare Reform and 
Pensions Bill, and Lord Russell, 
leading for the Liberal 
Democrats on social security in 
the Lords, made it clear that it 
was his intention to vote 
against the Government on 
certain clauses. 


“We’re pleased about this 
legislation,” said Richard 
Brewster. “But, as one letter | 
received put it: ‘What’s the 
point of all these rights if I 
can’t get enough support to get 
out of bed in the morning?” 

The Prime Minister told del- 
egates Britain should be a 
“nation based not on class or 
background but on the equal 
work of all ... If we fail to devel- 
op the talents of one person, 
then we fail the nation.” 

He promised money for 
cancer and cataract services, 
and guaranteed access to NHS 
dentists within two years. 


Creative 
genes 


While those 

S gn taking part in 

7 sae the disability 
Liberal 


Demoerats debate were all 
possessors of 

the “amiable agreement” gene, 
the new paper on genetic mod- 
ification, Keeping the Balance, 
strained politeness a tad more. 

Baroness Ludford urged cau- 
tion: “We wouldn’t be able to 
put the gene back in the bottle.” 
Another speaker retorted: 
“Knowledge should not be a 
banned ingredient!” This gene 
stuff certainly brings out 
people’s creative side. 

Amid the food debate, a few 
views on human genetics were 
ventured, for example that 
reproductive cloning should be 
banned but therapeutic cloning 
to create new organs and tissues 
should be endorsed. Professor 
Bob Pritchard explained that 
putting the vitamin A gene into 
rice was helping to eliminate 
blindness in some parts of the 
world. People were trying to 
ban it, he said, only because 
they hate multinationals. 

Thus the organic/GM food 
fight reared its ugly head 
once again. 


GUARDIAN 


Genes are us 


The Royal 
Association 
for Disability 
and Rehabilitation (RADAR) 
chose this year’s Labour confer- 
ence to launch a major survey 
on the subject of genetics and 
disability. 

In a fringe meeting it 
launched the results of the 
biggest survey* yet into dis- 
abled people’s attitudes to 
recent genetic advances. 

It asked 450 people for their 
opinion on issues including 

[Bee] bear’mea’n 
embryo 
testing. 
| Many 

people who 
7 took part in 
the survey 
expressed 
con cern 
that testing 
would lead to the abortion of 
impaired foetuses and the rein- 
forcement of negative attitudes 
towards disabled people. 

RADAR parliamentary offi- 
cer Agnes Fletcher (above) 
called for an informed debate 
on the issues which should 
include disabled people. 

“Disabled people’s voices 
should be heard,” she said. 


“There must be a balance of the 


Se 


Labour, 


ds 
Liberal 
Demoerals cannabis and 44 per cent are opposed. 


possibilities of science with the 
views of those most directly 
affected.” 

Tessa Jowell, Minister for 
Public Health, said that a new 
Government body will be 
looking at human embryo 
technology. 

Shet also. “said that; <a 
committee will look at the 
issues surrounding genetic 
testing and insurance. Some 
insurance companies now 
insist On genetic testing for 
people who have a hereditary 
disease in their family (DN 
September). 

“We want to validate the 
effectiveness of their results,” 
said Ms Jowell. “This could 
create an uninsured under- 
class, and that is something 
the Government is very keen 
to avoid.” 

Ms Jowell said genetic 
research might help disabled 
people, for example in the 
understanding of disease. 

But she added: “The 
Government wants to ensure 
opportunities for scientific 
advance are not impeded but 
progress at a pace that does 
not outstrip the existing ethi- 
cal framework.” 


*Pree, tel: 0171-250 3222. 


A recent Guardian poll of 3,000 Liberal 
Democrat members found that 31 per cent of 
LibDems are in favour of the legalisation of 


At B&Q we make 
getting in and out of the 
bath easier. 


The Merlin 
Bathlifter 


The Merlin Bathlifter has been |” 


designed with the aid of 
healthcare professionals - 

its unique features provide 
comfort and support to assist 
you in and out of the bath. 


¢ Weighs only 13kg and 
folds flat when not in use. 

¢ Powered by a rechargeable 
battery (up to 10 lifts per 
battery charge). 

¢ Operated by a waterproof 
hand control unit. 

¢ Maximum lifting weight 
140kg (22 stone). 

¢ Integral electronic safety- 
stop device. 


£ DISPLAYS IN SELECTED 
STORES ONLY 


AVAILABLE TO 
SPECIAL ORDER 


Please contact your local store to order 
(lead times may vary between stores). 


THE UK’S BIGGEST DIY CHAIN 
FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE PHONE 


0800 444 840 


You can do it when you B&Q it! 
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10 Health news 


The drug Aricept can slow 
down the onset of Alzheimer’s 
disease and cause improve- 
ments, research has found. 

In a study by the Karolinska 
Institute in Sweden, people tak- 
ing the drug for a year found 
that memory loss was reduced. 

Another, international, study 
done over six months found 
improvements in symptoms. 


Drug studies positive 


The results of both studies 
were announced in September. 

Professor Alistair Burns of 
the University of Manchester, 
who led the UK arm of the six- 
month study, said: “There were 
significant benefits in the 
patients taking the drug, in 
terms of memory, daily living, 
less depression and greater 
general well-being.” 


An Alzheimer’s Society 
spokeswoman said: “This is fur- 
ther proof that Aricept works 
for some people. We want the 
Government to make sure it is 
available for those who need it.” 

A recent Health Service 
Journal survey found that in 16 
health authorities no people 
with Alzheimer’s had received 
the drug. 


Se the pikes 60 bill 


The only dedicate 


@ Exhibition 
Congress 


@ International Rehab Village 
@ Special Symposia on: - 


v Occupational Therapy 
V Assistive Technology 

V Physio & Aqua Therapy 
v Special Education 


¥ Inclusive Built Environment 
V Infra-structure & Public Transport 


V Disability & the Media 


V Tourism for the Disabled 


V Therapeutic Riding 
V Very Special Arts 


For more information, please contact: 


habilitation show of the region. 
26-28 cows aoe Dubai, United Arab Emirates 


#@ Rehab 2000 City 


@ Rehab 2000 Architecture Competition 
@ Rehab 2000 Cultural Show 
@ Under Planning: 


V Rehab 2000 Mobility Road Show 

V Rehab 2000 Independent Living Show 
V Rehab 2000 Mini Abilympics 

¥ Rehab 2000 Sports 


V Rehab 2000 Film Festival 
V Rehab 2000 Poster Competition 


V Rehab 2000 Award for Excetlence in Journalism on 
Disability Issues 

¥ Rehab 2000 Award for Excellence in Advertising 
on Disability Issues 


Surendra Shroff, 


Tel: 0121-428-5100 Fax:0121-428-5108 


Or contact: 


Al Fajer Information & Services, 


P.O. Box 11183, Dubai, U.A.E. Tel: +971-4-377727 Fax. +971-4-378788 


E-Mail: sid<alfajer@emirates.net.ae> 


Asthma hope: a new vaccine could boost the immune system 


Ministry of Labour & 
Social Affairs, UAE. 


Official Support 


European Commission (DG-V) 
Brussels, Belgium 


dager 


ASR > one 


Dubai Department of Health 
& Medical Services 


ommerce & Industry 


Hope of 
vaccine 


People with asthma could be 
helped by a new vaccine 
derived from bacteria found in) 
African soil. | 
The vaccine has been rege 
on 12 people with asthma by 
Professor Stephen Holgate of 
the University of Southampton.| 
The group was asked to 
inhale allergens from house- 
dust mites, a known asthma 
trigger, 12 weeks after being 
injected with the vaccine. Two- 
thirds had improved reactions. | 
Scientists believe the vaccidl 
derived from dead bacteria may 
boost the immune system. 


er) 


U- Boot: German company | 
microTEC has invented a 


i 
help deliver painkillers or} 
insulin and do laser surgery. | 
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Folic acid call 


Manufacturers should be 
forced to add folic acid to flour 
to reduce the number of babies 
being born with spina bifida, a 
national charity has said. 

The call came from the 
Association for Spina Bifida 
and Hydrocephalus (ASBAH) 
after evidence that an aware- 
ness campaign did not lead to a 
fall in such births. The Health 
Education Authority (HEA) 
launched the campaign in 1996. 

A spokesman for ASBAH 
said: “The Government has the 
means of getting the figure 
down and it is not grasping it.” 

The HEA said its campaign 
had only been running for a 
year when the figures were 
collected. But 49 per cent of 
women recognised the impor- 
tance of folic acid by 1998 
compared to five per cent in 
1995, it said. 

A Government committee is 
due to report on the use of folic 
acid in food later this year. 
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Brits bag 
65 golds 


A British team of 77 athletes 
topped the medal table at the 
“World Transplant Games. 

The Brits took twice as 
many golds as their nearest 
rivals Hungary. They gained 65 
golds, 55 silvers and 47 bronze 
_medals at the event held in 
Budapest in September. 

Exceptional performances 

included Mick Anson (who has 
had a kidney transplant) — 
seven golds; Cheryl Buxton 
(kidney) — six golds; Janet 
Coleman (kidney) — six golds 
and one silver; David Lindsay 
(kidney) — five golds and one 
silver; Kelly Walmsley (heart) — 
five gold and two silvers; and 
Carl Whittaker (heart) — three 
golds. All but three members of 
the British team won one or 
more medals. 


One world record and 16 
national records were broken at 
the CP Sport national athletics 
championships at the Harvey 
Hedden stadium, Nottingham, 
in September. 

In the club event Shelley 
Bark from Leicestershire threw 
7.23m to break the world 
record, while wheelchair 
athlete Lorraine Duckering 


Gym medals 
Gina Timson, 15, from Leigh 


near Wigan, came out on top at 
the Regional Disabilities 
Championships organised by 
the North West Amateur 
Gymnastics Association in 
September. 

Ninety-nine gymnasts took 
part, and Gina, who is a pupil 
at the Royal Schools for the 
Deaf in Manchester, took gold 
and bronze. 


Hot shot 


Disabled shooter Stuart West 
won the Club Clayshooting 
section of the “Scrumpy Jack” 
Classic clay pigeon shooting 
competition which was held at 
the Shugborough Shooting 
Ground, Staffordshire, in 
September. 

Stuart won the event against 
a field of non-disabled shooters, 
with a score of 68 out of 75. 
For information about the 
Disabled Shooters Group, call 
Bob Brooker, tel: (01949) 
843152 (after 10am). 


Play ball: the Sheffield Steelers (in blue) face an all-star basketball 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


team at the British Wheelchair Sports Foundation’s National Junior 
Games. The event, for all kinds of sport, was held at the Guttmann 
Sports and Leisure Centre, Stoke Mandeville, in September. 


Records topple at | Anglers 
CP athletics event | net third 


from Worksop managed to 
break national records in the 
100m and 200m. Samantha 
Hughes broke national records 
in two track events, while 
Mark Newton equalled the 
national record in the 200m. 

Over 150 athletes from all 
over the country took part in 
running and field events in this 
annual event. 


to suit the individual client, 
including Chevron tyres for 
rougher terrain. 


THE ALDERSLEY EXCEL 
3 stones up to 50 stones carrying capacity! 


All Aldersley Excel Powerchairs have 
suspension for comfort and are 
specially built and customised 


Aldersley Battery Chairs Ltd 


UK mainland supply only 


British anglers took third place 
in the first ever World Disabled 
Angling Championships held in 
Liege, Belgium, in September. 

Competitors from Italy, 
Wales, Bosnia Herzegovina 
and other countries took part 
in the two-day event despite 
60mph winds. France took 
the gold medal and Belgium 
the silver. 


Only available direct from 


New Cross Street 
Wednesbury 

West Midlands WS10 7ST 
Tel: 0121 568 8999 

Fax: 0121 568 8868 
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anni Grey-Thompson 


Reason to celebrate 
—and panic — as 
the Paralympics 
approach 


Last month saw celebrations 
for both the British Paralympic 
Association (BPA) and the 
International Paralympic 
Committee (IPC). 

Ten years on from their 
inception (this is starting to 
make me feel old!), they both 
had reasons to celebrate. 

The BPA sent out letters to 
potential squad athletes to 
remind them that it was just a 
year and a week to the Sydney 
Games — is now the time to 
start to panic? 

For the IPC the celebration 
was not only its anniversary 
but also its move to a new 
home in Bonn. The possibility 
of more full-time staff at a cen- 
tral base can only be positive 
for the future of the Games. 

As an athlete I was asked to 
speak in front of the great and 
the good of the Paralympic 
movement — it was a veritable 
who’s who of the behind-the- 
scenes staff. If I thought com- 
peting was nerve-wracking, 
then this was something else. 
There was absolutely no pres- 
sure, of course. I was only 
speaking after Bob Steadward, 
resident of the IPC, and Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, president 
of the International Olympic 
Committee. I kept trying to tell 
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EMERGENCY !? 


Lift the Uninjured 
faller SAFELY 
USE 4 


e An Emergency Lifting Cushion 


@ Superlightweight Portable 
@ Roll up & Stowable ESR, 


@ Effortless 
@ LIFTS 50st. 
@ Simple to use 
@ 2 Yr. Guarantee 
(excl. Batteries) 


myself that they weren’t really 
that important. 

I had a long debate with 
myself about whether humour 


was the most appropriate way 
to celebrate the past ten years 
and then decided that they 
couldn’t throw me off the stage 
if they didn’t find it amusing. 
It all seemed to go down well, 
and the celebration ended with 
a party to look forward to 
Sydney. The best bit about it all 
was being able to be away for 
the night without having to 
take my racing chair with me — 
that was the real celebration! 

On a more serious note, 
I was pleased to find out that 
there was a concerted effort to 
push Part III of the Disability 
Discrimination Act at this 
year’s Leisure Industry Week. 
Hopefully we are finally 
moving away from the idea that 
disabled people can be 
marginalised from sport. 

All I can say now is roll on 
the Commission. 


Tanni Grey-Thompson is a 
Paralympic gold medallist. 
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Lots of carrot and a bit of stick 


New commission, 
new chair. Mary 
Wilkinson finds out 
what’s in store 


o at last we have a chair of 
S the Disability Rights 


Commission (DRC) — and 
it’s Bert Massie OBE. 

For almost ten years he has 
been director of the Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation (RADAR), one of 
the UK’s largest disability 
organisations. Now, aged 50, 
he’s stepping into what is 
arguably the top job in the 
disability field (four days a week, 
£65,600). He will chair a brand 
new commission, set up by the 
Government “to work towards 
the elimination of discrimination 
against disabled people”. 

The DRC, with 15 
commissioners and a full-time 
chief executive (all to be 
announced), should give teeth 
to the Disability Discrimi- 
nation Act (DDA). 

It will produce new codes of 
practice and update others as 
case law develops. It will give 
information and advice to 
businesses, employers, service 
providers and disabled people, 
arrange conciliation and 
conduct research. And it will 
also have the power to take up 
discrimination cases on behalf 


And dignified ! 


Transfer into car without leaving seat ! 
Good postural supporting seat ! 
No lifting required ! 


Manual / Electric ! 


Approved Installation Centres 


London / Home Counties - Steering Developments . - 01442 212918 
South West - Adaptacar - 01769 572785 

Midlands - B.R.Mobility - 01926 451545 

North West - Mobility Conversions - 0161 745 9737 
North East - K. C. Mobility - 01924 442386 
Scotland - Scotmobility - 01592 770204 


Please call for further information or demonstration. 


Bert Massie: looking “to change the whole structure of society” 


of organisations or individuals. 

With an annual budget of 
£11m, £4m more than the Equal 
Opportunities Commission and 
£4.5m less than the 
Commission for Racial Equality, 
the DRC will have a much more 
complex job than they have, 
says Massie. It will be “looking 
at how to change the whole 
structure of society”. 

So can the Commission really 
improve the lives of disabled 
people? 

“Tf I didn’t believe it could be 
effective, I wouldn’t be leaving 
RADAR,” says Massie. 

He thinks that codes of 
practice, like the one for 
adapting buildings by 2004, 
expected in the spring, are a 
powerful tool. They set out 
clear duties, so problems won’t 
arise in the first place. 


THE ULTIMATE IN-CAR WHEELCHAIR SYSTEM 


Installa CARONY wheelchair system and 
your new car ts VAT exempt ! 
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“The restaurant doesn’t 
refuse to serve you, so nobody 
goes to court, not even with an 
argument, because the case for 
the argument never arose,” 
Massie says. 

Also, if disability groups 
were given “how-to” manuals, 
they could resolve local cases, 
leaving litigation as a last resort. 

He agrees that too few small 
businesses know about the 
DDA. The Government should 
put out a stronger message 
than the recent, “gentle, almost 
sublime” posters. 

But the threat of litigation 
will have an impact: “When 
companies see that they can be 
vulnerable, then they will take 
a greater interest. And now 
Part III of the DDA is in, I hope 
the representatives of small 
businesses will do a lot more to 


educate their members.” 

The reality, though, is that 
the DRC will not be able to 
take up every case, and will get 
the difficult, costly ones that 
charities wouldn’t do. Even so, 
Bert Massie has no intention of 
leaving people high and dry: “If 
it becomes apparent that we do 
need more cash, then we will 
have to push for it.” 

Persuasion, winning people 
over, remains the crucial tool. 
Here, his 30 years of experience 


in the disability field, his gift of 


“| think the DRC will 
start showing results 
quite quickly” 


the gab and his pragmatism — 
the quality he thinks got him 
the job — should tell. 

Massie started disability 
campaigning in swinging ’60s 
Liverpool where, as a wheelchair 
user (he had polio), he ran the 
local Phab club. He worked for 
the Liverpool Association for the 
Disabled, took a degree in social 
studies and trained as a social 
worker. In 1978 he joined 
RADAR and came to London, 
taking over as director in 1990. 

His knowledge is prodigious, 
especially of transport and 
employment. He has sat on 
numerous government advisory 
committees and been involved _ 
with at least a dozen charities. 

His strengths are in policy 
making and service provision, 
says Peter Mansell, ex-director 
of the Spinal Injuries Association. 
“He’s successfully repositioned 
RADAR. He’s a very good 
speaker, a good ambassador. 
But a chunk of the disability 
sector won't be pleased at his 
appointment. A lot of people 
don’t think that what you see is 
what you get.” 

Asked if he isn’t a wily 


negotiator, Massie retorts with | 
a grin: “Of course not. I talked | 
to a journalist only yesterday 
and had no intention of seeing | 
her — the next day she’s in my 
office.” 

On the relationship between | 
London and the DRC’s Scottish | 
and Welsh offices, he says: “It’s | 
only by friction inthe oyster 
that you get the pearls.” 

Susan Scott Parker, chief 
executive of the Employers’ 
Forum on Disability, welcomes 
Massie’s appointment: “He’s | 

. 
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had a lot of experience. He 
must know about bringing 
employers into the picture from 
the beginning and that cross- | 
sector partnerships matter.” 

She hopes the DRC will lead | 
in informing everyone about 
the DDA. 

Massie plans to make the 
DRC an open body and publish | 
its advice to Government. That | 
could be effective. He would not | 
be criticising ministers, he says: | 
“Tt’s totally neutral. You say: | 
‘Minister, this should happen.’ | 
Twelve months later you can | 
say: ‘Has it happened and, if it | 
hasn’t, can you think why not?” 

These are questions he | 
himself may face. The three- 
month delay in announcing his | 
appointment — he was, among | 
other things, holding out for 
sickness benefit and a pension 
— means the Commission, due 
to start work on 1 April, may | 
not achieve a lot in its first year. 

He knows that people’s high 
expectations may not be met, 
but he will be working to bring 
all employers within the DDA, 
and higher education too. 

“We will do everything we 
can. But life is life. I started 
fighting inaccessible taxis in 
1980 and we’ll have all the fleet 
accessible in 2012 — that’s 32 
years. Despite that, I think we 
shall start showing results quite 
quickly.” We’ll see. 


DOWN’S 


SYNDROME 


If someone in your family has a learning disability (‘mental 
handicap’), he or she needs security — not just now, but in the 
future when you’re no longer here. Mencap, the UK’s leading 
charity for people with learning disabilities, is offering a FREE 
booklet called Leaving money by will to people with learning 
disabilities. The booklet explains how you can secure your 
dependant’s future and how to avoid pitfalls such as 
unintentionally reducing their entitlement to benefits. : 


To receive your FREE copy, just write to: 


Marion Young, Mencap, Room 111A 
FREEPOST, 123 Golden Lane, London EC1B 1AA. 


Or phone FREE, quoting reference:111A 


0500 243444 


Mencap (The Royal Society for Mentally Handicapped Children and Adults). A registered charity No. 222377 
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lf you're thinking of adopting a disabled 
child, don't be daunted. Rod Hermeston 


| even-year-old Billy is a 
S very loving little boy who 

likes being cuddled, 
_ playing chase and being pushed 
_ on swings. 

But he has severe learning 
disabilities and epilepsy and 
cannot speak. Billy has lived in 

a children’s home for the last 
two years, but now the charity 
Parents for Children is trying 
to find him an adoptive or 
long-term foster family. 

Guy Larrington, who is an 
adoption worker at the charity, 
says: “Billy desperately needs 
the everyday love and attention 


“Billy desperately 
needs the love and 
attention he would get 
in a family setting” 


he would get in a family setting. 
He would benefit greatly from 
the same person looking after 
him day in, day out.” 

Billy is just one of many 
disabled children who are in 
need of adoption. The British 
Agencies for Adoption and 
Fostering (BAAF) Disability 
Project is carrying out a survey 
in England and Wales to find 
out exactly how many. 

National Adoption Week, 
which took place in October, 
attempted to boost the number 


finds there is a lot of Support available 


Waiting: seven -year-old Billy 


of families prepared to adopt 
children like Billy in the UK. 
Justin Simon, a _ child 
placement consultant at the 
Disability Project, believes that 
disabled children are more 
likely to move into residential 
care than others. Most recent 
figures also showed that one in 
three children referred to in the 
BAAF magazine Be My Parent 
were disabled. Children feature 
in the magazine when a local 
authority’s efforts to find new 
parents for them have failed. 
BAAF will be holding a 
conference on 27 January 


‘It feels so natural’ 


Mark and Val Lightowler, who appear in the Barnardo’s video 
People Like Us, have adopted two children with Down’s 
syndrome, Joshua, six, and Tessa, five. 

The two children are from separate families and were both 
adopted when they were seven months old. Mark and Val had 
been trying fertility treatments to have a baby. 

Mark, 34, says: “Looking back, you do not think you have 
adopted them. It feels like they have always been there and it 


feels so natural.” 


Both children go to mainstream school, although the 
Lightowlers had to fight to get speech therapy and a support 
assistant written into Joshua’s special needs provision. 

“They are our children. If you have a child with special needs 
and you have got to dig your heels in to get the best for them, 


then you will do it,” says Mark. 


Mark and Val had twins Ebony and Hope eight months ago. 


about finding families for 
disabled children. 

“A lot of authorities have 
tried everything as far as they 
can see and do not know where 
to turn,” Mr Simon said. “The 
idea of this conference is to 
share good practice.” 

Parents for Children was set 
up in the 1970s to get disabled 
children out of institutions and 


“National Adoption Week 
tried to boost the number 
of families prepared to 

adopt children like Billy” 


into families. The children they 
place may also have emotional 
problems and may have been 
abused or neglected. 

That might sound daunting, 
but Mr Larrington says adoptive 
parents get financial support 


and respite help: “We offer post- - 


adoption support right up until 
the children are 18 and beyond. 
An important part of our work 
is to help new adoptive parents 
get the services they need.” 

But getting those services 
is not always easy. Helen 
Linforth, project leader at 
Barnardo’s New Families 
(North East), which places 
special needs children, warns 
that local education authorities 
can be negative even at the 


outset if a child that would be 
considered a drain on resources 
is brought into their area. That’s 
on top of the usual problems 
parents face in getting services. 

And Ms Linforth fears that 
doctors might in future try to 
refuse to let such children on to 
their lists because of the cost of 
their treatments. 

So the type of person who 
adopts a disabled child needs to 
be a good advocate and 
fairly resilient, she says. 

As with Parents for 
Children, those approaching 
Barnardo’s looking to adopt 
already tend to know about 
disability. They might already 
be parents of a disabled child 
for instance, she says. She also 
thinks that people who have 
gone through traumas in life 
should not rule themselves out. 

She says: “Disabled, divorced 
or gay people may have learned 
to cope with problems and can 
be strong, role models.” 


Family matters 


Barnardo’s launched a video, 
People Like Us (£6.99), for 
National Adoption Week. It 
gives a general introduction 
to long-term fostering and 
adoption. 

The charity offers training to 
people who want to adopt a 
disabled child, including 
information on_ spotting 
signs of prior sexual abuse. It 
also provides post-adoption 
support. 

So there are many disabled 
children out there urgently 
needing homes and parents. 
And the message seems to be 
that, while it can be tough, 
there will be help. 


Barnardo’s, 

tel: 0181-550 8822. 
Parents for Children, 
tel: 0171-359 7530. 


BAAF can tell you about 
adoption agencies in your 
area, tel: 0171-593 2000. 


How to adopt 


@ Approach your local authority adoption section or an 
independent adoption agency for information. 

e You can ask for a general assessment to be approved as an 
adopter or you may be assessed for a particular child. 

e The assessment and approval will involve police and medical 


checks and suitability assessments. 
e You can get training on looking after disabled children. 
e Adopting a child takes at least six months. 


ESCAPE TO A NEW LIFE WITH AN 
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INDIVIDUALLY DESIGNED CONVERSIONS ON YOUR CHOICE OF 
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WHY NOT PHONE FOR AN INFORMAL CHAT? 
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Disabilitywow November 1999 


14 Parent’s voice 


‘Part of his own gang at last’ 


Felicity Hartley is 
relieved that years 
of isolation have 
come to an end for 
her son Chris 


his September my 
| 19-year-old son Chris 
went off to the College 


of West Anglia. There’s nothing 
remarkable about that you 
think — many teenagers leave 
home to go to college. 

But Chris has Down’s 
syndrome and the move means 
far more than just a chance to 
take a course on basic life 
skills. He is still home for the 


weekends, but during the week 
he is in halls and has the chance 
to “chill out with the mates”, 
as his younger brother says. 

When Chris was small, we 
lived in a village and Chris 
went to playgroup and cubs as 
his brothers had done. He went 
to a special school a few miles 
away, but as the middle one of 
three brothers he saw lots of 
children his own age. 

Ten years on, life was very 
different. For one thing, we had 
become a single parent family. 
For another, we had moved into 
town, nearer to his school but 
with fast-moving traffic on the 
roads. With his elder brother 
away at university, and his other 
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brother now absorbed in his 
teenage world, Chris was often 
left at home with me. 

He had friends at school, but 
many of them lived miles away. 
We tried a local scout troop, 
but it wasn’t a success, and the 
swimming club was too 


“1 knew how inhospitable 
society can be for 
someone like Chris” 
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competitive. Fortunately, there 
was a specialist youth club in 
the town, but for friends in 
rural areas there was nothing. 

I knew I should not be 
overprotective and should try 
to encourage his independence, 
but I also knew just how 
inhospitable our society can be 
for someone like Chris. We 
spent hours trying to instil road 
safety into him and he learned 
well, but we couldn’t teach him 
to look out for the unexpected. 
Despite years of speech therapy, 
he often had trouble making 
himself understood. Living 
where we did, surrounded by 
busy roads, we had to accept 
there were limits to where he 
could go alone. 

As he grew older, I was faced 
with another problem: 
babysitting. He wasn’t a baby 
anymore, but what other word 
is there? I did leave him alone 
for short periods, but I was 
reluctant to leave him on his 


Mother’s love: Chris no longer depends on mum for his social life 


own for a whole evening when 
his brother was out. All I 
needed was someone else to be 
in the house, but the local relief 
care service wasn’t geared up 
for anything so casual. In the 
end, I found a burly 


“For all | know, he may 
watch TV for hours at 
college, but at least he 
does it with his pals” 


sixth-former with an ambition 
to be a nurse, who was happy 
to take a night off from studies 
and slump in front of our TV. 
As Chris grew older, I often 
solved the sitter problem by 
taking him out with me. His 
social skills were considerably 
better than most teenagers’ 
and, although being down at 
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. .. Because as the national college for 
disabled students we also welcome 
people who are not disabled... 
because at Hereward all students enjoy 
equal access to a broad range of 
academic and vocational courses. . . 
because individual students need an 
individual approach. 


At Hereward we unlock everyone's 
unique potential by providing 
residential enabling and medical 
services, in an accessible and supportive 
environment. 


To find out more, arrange a visit or to 
discuss your hopes for the future, 
contact: Admissions, Hereward College, 
Bramston Crescent, Tile Hill Lane, 
Coventry CV4 9SW. Tel: 024 7646 1231. 
Fax: 024 7669 4305. 

Minicom facility available. 


Visit our Website on: 
www.hereward.ac.uk 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


Hereward College 

exists to provide 5 
education and training to its 
community of customers. (y) 


HEREWARD COLLEGE ... OPPORTUNITIES FOR EVERYONE 


the pub with mother might not | 
be ideal, it was better than | 
nothing. By then, too, we had | 
to overcome another difficulty: | 
what to do about the gents’ : 
toilet. No-one bats an eyelid if | 
you take a three-year-old boy 
into the ladies with you, but 
taking the same boy at 13 is 
another matter. Chris wasn’t 
always neat or discreet in the 
lavatory, but if a brother or 
friend wasn’t with me to 
supervise, Chris had to go in 
alone and I was left outside 
hoping there wouldn’t be an 
accident or worse. 

Now Chris is at college and I 
don’t need to worry about the 
hours he spends alone with the 
TV. For all I know, he may 
watch for hours at college, but 
at least he does it with his pals. _ 

Would he have been less | 
isolated if he had gone to a 
mainstream school? I don’t 
know. But I do know that he 
had a great time at his special 
school. He was always a 
cheerful boy and it’s only now 
that I notice what a difference 
being able to have his own 
friends makes to him. 

Would I like to have seen 
him join the teenage 
subculture, exposed to its 
drinking, drugs, petty crime 
and precocious sexuality? No, I 
wouldn’t. He remains ; 
romantically attached to his 
girlfriend, two days older than — 
he is, also with Down’s ‘ 
syndrome and also at college. — 

This weekend we celebrated” 
his brother’s birthday. Chris 
was there, pleased to be among 
his brothers’ friends again. 1 
was happy to see him there but 
was happier still to know that, 
when he wants, he at last has 
the chance to be part of a 
similar gang of his own friends. 


Felicity Hartley will talk at 
Scope’s conference 
Disability — the Teenage 


Years on 26 November. For 
more information, 


tel: (01603) 630769. 


The most successful Multispace in Europe 
B ppl G?- Now with AUTOMATIC & DIESEL option 


Petrol injection 1.8 engine/5 speed 


£16,846.00 


Diesel 1.9 engine/5 speed 


£17,375.00 


A discreet conversion 
whatever your lifestyle 


- our vehicles will carry almost any size of 
wheelchair and passenger as 
one of the family. 


Brotherwood’s quality conversion of the 
. Volkswagen Sharan is the only adapted 
Mm _—vehicle in the U.K. with V.C.A. Type 
~ Approval No. LC326/A/027. 


All restraints including those for the 
wheelchair passenger, have been 
tested and approved to the 
highest European 

M1 standard. 


Brotherwood conversion 
of the Volkswagen 
Sharan from 


£25,204.83 


It’s the 
conversion 
that counts 


New cars supplied fully converted ° — , : BROTHERWOOD 
Comprehensive range of refurbished second hand vehicles ¢ 
Customer after sales support and buy-back service ¢ Short & long term Hire or Contract Lease 


Ask for details on our full range of vehicles 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP 
Telephone: 01935 8726035 ¢ Fax: 01935 872853 
* e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com °¢ 


BROTHERWOCD 
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16 Comment 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
Minicom: 0171-619 7332 Fax: 0171-619 7331 


E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
Website: http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Am | being a whinger? 


Am I being a whinger — as a 
disabled person who is reliant 
on income support — when I 
hear the Government directing 
£100 for fuel costs in winter 
towards elderly people on low 
income? Don’t we freeze too? 
Many of us can’t move around 
easily to keep warm, are unwell 
and so on. 

And, today, Jack Straw is 
promising to make the homes 
of elderly people on low 


BBC bias 


I was surprised to see an item 
on Ceefax for work placements 
with the BBC and noted all of 
them were behind the cameras 
and microphones. 

As the BBC has complied 
with anti-discrimination 
regulations with regard to sex, 


Tel: 0181-907 2400 
E-mail: cbdtravel@aol.com 


ge BIT@A 


The Britlsh Incoming Tear Operators Association 


1. Lightweight 
wheelchair 

* Cushion 

* Quick release wheels 
S/P) 


+ Folding back 

+ Flip back armrests 

* Swing away footrests 
« Various colours 
£369 Self-propelior 
£359 Transit £410 


CAN2DONE 


THE ACCESSIBLE WORLD 


When accessibility counts for so much, look no further!! 
Our 2000 brochure is out now offering better value than ever. 


Special offers — 20% off EuroTunnel packages November to 
March. Special weekend breaks — 4* Thistle Marble Arch — 3 nights 
for £255 per person including breakfast and museum pass. 


New holidays for this year include the untapped regions of New 
York State, coach tours to Spain, Holland and Israel. 


Phone, fax, write or e-mail for your copy of the 2000 brochure. 


CAN BE DONE LIMITED 
7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 


2. Cruiser walking 
aid/shopper 

* Sturdy and reliable 

* Large comfortable 
seat with backrest, 
shopping basket 

» Folds away for easy 
storage 

* Weighs only 4kq 

+ Available in blue & red 


income secure against break- 
ins. My house is very insecure 
too, and I can’t afford to pay 
for security equipment or for 
someone to do it. 

It appears that the 
Government despises poor and 
state-dependent disabled 
people. We would work if we 
could, believe me. Many of us 
do valuable voluntary work. 
Rose Murphy 
Westminster College, London 


ethnic origins, colour and race, 
it is strange that we do not see 
the estimated 10 per cent of the 
population’s disabled persons 
on our screens. Able-bodied 
actors who use wheelchairs and 
presenters of disability 
programmes don’t count. 

Bob Peffers 

Kelty, Fife 


Fax: 0181-909 1854 
Website:www.canbedone.co.uk 


3. Trio walking stick 

« Lightweight 

« When open it becomes 
a 3 legged stool 


a walking stick 


* Supports a person up 
to 100kg 


£24.99 
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* When closed it becomes 


* Sit anywhere in comfort 


‘See the Person’ debate 


Mairian Corker’s concerns 
(DN, October) reflect the nar- 
row-minded, discriminatory 
viewpoint of the so-called dis- 
ability movement, who would 
not understand real disability if 
they tried. 

I accept the design and 
representation of the posters do 
raise concerns and I have found 
fault myself. However, they do 
challenge assumptions, even if 
they are not relevant to many 
disabled people. 

I have been asked to take 
part in the next round of posters. 
For me, this job would be well 
paid, gives me and my work as 
an access consultant wide 
coverage and offers me a 
chance to discover how the 
decisions for the posters are 
made. At the end of the day, it 
is a job which is more 
profitable than sitting around 
moaning. It is also my way of 
representing who I am as 
someone with cerebral palsy. 

I am aware that my 


participation will make me 
unpopular with the disability 
movement law lords. I am likely 
to be accused of heresy and 
labelled as a traitor to civil 
rights (and social conformity). 
But this is good. I refuse to be 
told what to do by, often, white 
people with spinal injuries or 
other “acceptable” impairments, 
who have very little under- 
standing of the complex nature 
of disability and impairment. 
“See the Person” is a start to 
removing the “otherness” of 
disabled people. 
Simon Stevens (e-mail) 


I have been really disappointed 
to read the views of people who 
have been offended by this 
campaign. Mairian Corker 
complains that the campaign is 
not targeted at disabled people 
but at the general public. Isn’t 
that where the change in 
attitude is required? 

I am an able-bodied 
professional working in the 


Tourism standards fall 


In my opinion the Tourism for 
All standards are a joke. They 
do not make travelling any less 
stressful, as my partner and | 
(both wheelchair users) are 
constantly discovering. 

We recently stayed in a 
disabled room at a Travelodge 
in Chesterfield where the 
bathroom was unsuitable for 
more than one night’s stay. 

There was an ordinary bath, 
surrounded by grab rails, but 
no good for most disabled 
people, and an above standard- 
height toilet. This is ok for 
people who can stand, but not 
for those who cannot, and is 
also unsuitable for people of 
short stature. The regulations 
state that the toilet height 
should be 450mm-475mm. 
Why not make just one 


4. Tri-wheel walker 5. Steel wheelchair 

+ Folding walker/rotlator * Removable desk arm walking stick 

° Adjustable height 31” * Folding back * Very strong made 
to 37" (79cm - 94cm) + Adjustable footplates from lightweight black 
+ Ideal for easy with heal straps or bronze anodised 
transportation « Quick release wheels aluminium with strap 

+ Easily operated brakes (S/P) + Adjusts in height 


£85 including leather 
bag and basket 


Free postage and packaging. For further information or to place an order please call 
freephone 0800 917 8153. Delivery within 14 days. If you are not fully satisfied with 
your product return it to us within 7 days and we will give you a full refund. 


£209 Self-propelior 32” - 37” 
£199 Transit 


DISCOUNT MOBILITY 


standard measurement of 
450mm and provide a seat 
raiser for those who need it? 
That way everyone can use the 
toilet. 

When we complained, the 
company said they had 
complied with the accessibility 
standards set out by Tourism 
for All and they had consulted 
with disability groups, 
including wheelchair users. 

When we made enquiries 
about accommodation at 
Holiday Inns, we were told they 
could have different standards 
of facilities and it would be best 
to visit first! 

My understanding was that 
national standards were put in 
place to avoid this. 

Marilyn Jury 
Exeter 


6. Folding or thas 


£9.99 


eo}. eae 


disability field and, like all of 
us, | would like to think there is | 
nothing wrong with my 
attitudes. I need to be 
confronted with my own 
prejudices and misconceptions 
so that I can avoid acting on 
them. I thought the campaign 
did that brilliantly. 

Helen Cameron 

Head occupational therapist 
Disability Resource Centre, Ayr 


As an able-bodied person work- | 
ing in open learning education 
with disabled students, I found 
the campaign very arresting. 
The messages managed to be 
witty as well as hard-hitting. 
Too many able-bodied people 
are still afraid to communicate 
with people with disabilities 
because they see the differences 
first. I do believe this campaign 
will help change their attitudes. 
Lyn Ward (e-mail) 

We've received no new letters 
or emails from critics of the 
campaign — Editor 


By Dan Batten 
Hot w(h)ine 


Hot on the heels of Austin 
Powers’ Mini-Me, the short- 
statured community have had 
more negative press. Police in 
Bordeaux, France, believe a 
gang of wine thieves have 
recruited a “dwarf” to help 
them plunder thousands of 
bottles of wine from the 
region’s vineyards. The “dwarf’s 
success, police believe, is due to 
his/her ducking below security 
beams set at levels to trap nor- 
mal-sized adults”. Are the police 
clutching at straws to find their 


- man? Sour grapes, methinks. 


Bum note 

Metro, the free newspaper 
given out on London’s tube, hit 
the wrong note in its piece 
about profoundly deaf musi- 
cian Elisabeth Varlow. In the 
usual heartstring plucking 
tone, Elisabeth was applauded 
for “overcoming” her disability 
(as all us brave crips who 
achieve anything do) to win the 
Frink Award for outstanding 
musical achievement. It’s a 
shame Metro’s writing couldn’t 
also stray from the three-chord 
formula to achieve a fresh tone. 


Booze blues 

A man with cerebral palsy was 
refused service in a Birmingham 
Kwik Save store when trying to 
buy alcohol — the sales assistant 
thought he was drunk. The store 
has since “apologised profusely” 
to Paul Greene. Call “time” 
and make some “Kwik” change 
in attitudes, Kwik Save. 


Comment 17 


From pillar to post’ 


‘Nasa Begum finds society completely unable to cope with a 
‘disabled person who has mental health support needs 


depressed,” said the 
psychiatrist. Later on I 
found they 
had written in 
my medical 
notes: “under- 
standable 
personality 
disorder 
because of her disability”. 
When I started my journey 
15 years ago into locked wards, 
electroconvulsive therapy 
(ECT), strong medication and 
endless other “therapy”, I tried 
to challenge the assumption 
‘that my impairment was the 
cause of my problems. But that 
was just taken as evidence of 
denial and all sorts of other 
personality defects. 
Having just spent the best 

part of four years detained 
formally and informally under 


(a4 | f I was disabled, I’d be 


“lf | was disabled, I’d be 
depressed,’ said the 
psychiatrist” | 


the Mental Health Act, lam 
appalled at the lack of 
appropriate provision for 
disabled people who have 
mental health problems. Not 
only are psychiatric wards 
usually inaccessible (Iam a 
wheelchair user), but there are 
too few staff to provide 
personal assistance, and the 
side effects of strong 
medication, ECT and other 
forms of treatment often have a 
profound effect on your 
physical and emotional life. 
For me, the physical side 
effects of ECT and a mixture of 
medicines were quite profound. 
I lost most of my physical 
functioning, so my need for 


personal assistance shot up, 
and I fell breaking my limbs 
four times. 

Of course, everyone assumed 
I broke my bones and lost the 
strength in my body because of 
my impairment. But after 
numerous investigations it was 
concluded that the 
deterioration in my physical 


“Why do most people 
have a problem 
addressing my needs as 
a physically disabled 
mental health service 
user?” 


condition was nothing to do 
with my impairment. 

The doctors decided to 
withdraw all medication — 
which produced a magnificent 
improvement in my physical 
(and emotional) health. That 
sort of thing leads you to 
question the magic of 
medical cocktails. 

It is imperative that the 
mental health support needs of 
disabled people are recognised 
and met. Whilst I do not 
believe disabled people are 
“emotional wrecks” or have to 
have therapeutic intervention 
because of their impairments, 
one in four of the population 
does experience mental health 
problems, and disabled people, 
just like the rest of the 
populace, have mental health 
support needs. Disabled people 
face barriers every day — from 
people’s attitudes, from the 
environment around them and 


from institutions like hospitals. — 


Yet there is very little support 
and provision. 

Statutory services push you 
from pillar to post because you 


in July en ac tet ee 
rushed to the Midlands Centre for Spinal injuries following s serious RTA In which 


he severed his spinal cord at C6/7. 


The skill and dedication of staff at Oswestry saw him through the next 6 months 


and prepated him for fife in the outside world, 


Cyclone Mobility and Fitness are now one of the country’s leading mobility 


Mobility and Fitness Lid 


oat e BR iat 493 


| sa yey 
_ CYCLONE. FREEPOST NWW 3068, Ellesmere Port, South 


either need mental health 
support or you have 
impairments. You can’t 
have both. 

I was refused 
accommodation in several 
supported housing projects for 
mental health service users 
because of my physical 
condition, and all the usual 
services for disabled people __ 
wouldn’t take me because I self 
harmed. 

The voluntary sector was 
not much better. I couldn’t go 
to a self harm survivors’ 
conference because of the lack 
of access, and a Mind 
counselling service didn’t feel 
they had the experience needed 
to work with a disabled person. 

Yet I have physical and 
emotional needs which have to 
be met somewhere. 

People tell me I can’t work, 
obtain insurance or get a visa 
because of my mental health 
problems. I’m a fire hazard, a 
health and safety risk and an 
unwelcome passenger on public 
transport because of my 
physical condition. 

Why do most people have a 
problem addressing my needs 
as a physically disabled mental 
health service user? 

The time has come for 
disabled people to start talking 
about our mental health 
support needs and for policy 
makers and practitioners to 
listen to what we have to say. 
We need to start changing 
things. 

If you are disabled, have had 
mental health experiences and 
would like to be involved in 
research in this area, contact 


Nasa Begum at the Public 


Policy Research Unit, Queen 
Mary c& Westfield College, 
London, E1 4NS. 
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Minister for Disabled People Margaret 
Hodge wants a patient approach to the DDA 


A step at a time 


ecently 
R I took 

part in 
a BBC Radio 4 
phone-in about 
the Disability 
Discrimination 
Act (DDA). 

Many callers were disabled. 
Almost without exception they 
supported the legislation, and I 
was gratified to hear that many 
already had good experiences of 
service providers who actively 
helped disabled customers. 

But many expressed concern 
about the potential for a “them 
and us” situation. One caller, a 
wheelchair user for 12 years, 
summed it up as fear. 

Readers of DN will know I 
share this concern. It’s human 
for people to fear things they 
don’t understand and it’s up to 
us all to do everything we can 
to encourage understanding. 

Over past months some 
readers have expressed powerful 
opinions against the 
Government’s poster campaign. 
Some find them offensive. But 
the response I have had has 
been overwhelmingly positive. 
From disabled people 
themselves, from those who 
work with disability issues, 
from teachers, from companies 
and from other individuals — a 
whole range of people who 
want to get involved. 

I don’t know how many of 
you read the News of the 


Be just like a 
Balder Owner - 
don’t settle for 

second best. 
Experience the 
amazing Balder 

Finesse soon. 
Models to suit 

all ages. 


Call Today 


World, the biggest selling 
newspaper in the country. 
Recently the paper ran a 
competition for disabled people 
to nominate their best service 
providers. Winners ranged from 
the Yorkshire Bank to the Regal 
pub in Gloucester. Our 
campaign helped set the scene 
and put disability on the 
news agenda. 

There’s still a long way to 
go. Discrimination can and will 
be tackled, but, as I have said 


“My fear is that the 
disability movement will 
be set back by demands 
for instant change” 


many times, laws alone will not 
change attitudes. We must take 
people with us. 

People like the wonderful 
Scottish hairdresser who 
decided to learn British Sign 
Language, not because of the 
law but out of respect for her 
deaf clients. She may be the 
exception rather than the rule, 
but this attitude of 
co-operation and respect is one 
that I want to encourage. 

My fear is that the disability 
movement will be set back not 
by posters but by demands for 
instant change. 

The law asks for reasonable 
changes, and reason should — 
apply to all sides. 


01256 477333 


Balder UK Ltd, Unit E, Telford Road, Houndmills Ind Est, B 
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6YU 
Tel: (01256) 477333 Fax: (01256) 470055 
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18 Photography competition 


Giving it their best shot 


Freedom in Focus 
drew some great 
entries. But some of 
the pictures were 
outstanding, says 
Mary Wilkinson 


Strong images of disability were 
what the judges of the Freedom 
in Focus competition, 
sponsored by Leonard Cheshire 
and Disability Now, were look- 
ing for. And in the four winners 
they found a variety of subject 
and style which delighted them. 
The winner, Janice Connell, 


from Newport, Gwent, had 
directed a friend to take a photo 
of herself and her children on 
the beach. She said: “It was just 
a spur of the moment thing. We 
got very wet and the wheelchair 
got covered in salt water, but we 
didn’t care: we just wanted to 
have a good time.” 


I "he car gives us all freedom. The power to go where we choose, when we choose. It 


gives us independence and of course it gives us mobility. For wheelchair users though 


just getting in and out of an average four door saloon is not only difficult, it is sometimes 


nigh on impossible. 


Gowrings Mobility has been building high quality Chairman car conversions for over 30 years so 
we understand the value of mobility. But don’t just take our word for it, you can see what Mr T C 
Reason of West Glamorgan had to say: 


Famous photographer Lord 
Lichfield, one of the judges, 
thought it was “a hugely 
positive picture and a technical 
winner too”. Of its spontaneity 
he said: “If I was asked to 
recreate that shot for an 
advertising campaign, it would 
probably take me two days and 


“Its given not only me the freedom to go 


anywhere, but also my whole family benefit. 
No more lifting me and my wheelchair. It 
makes life what it should be - hassle free.” 


Mr T. C. REASON, W. GLAM (CHAIRMAN EXPERT) 


‘To find out how you can experience the pleasures of easy motoring call the Freephone number 
below for your free full colour Chairman information pack, or if you prefer complete the coupon. 


Please return this coupon to 
us at: 

Gowrings Mobility 
FREEPOST 

Newbury 

Berks RG14 5ZW 


red 


a whole world of possibilities 


Please send me further information regarding the Gowrings Mobility Chairman range. 


Name: 


Address: 


Postcode: 
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30 people to do it.” 

Janice won a week’s holiday 
at Leonard Cheshire’s Park 
House hotel, aYashica Acclaim | 
APS zoom camera and film. 

Second prize of a day at the . 
Photofusion multimedia centre 
in London, plus a Kodak 
Advantix Zoom kit and film 
went to Anne Pridmore from 
Market Harborough. Her shot 
of two children at a House of 
Commons demo stunned all the 
judges. Professional 
photographer Graham Bool 
thought it had a “classic feel 
about it, as of the ’20s 
Depression”; art director Nic | 
Hutton liked the relationship of | 
the children and the social | 
realism. Anne hopes the photo, | 
captioned “Disability politics | 
starts here”, will be widely used. | 


Joint third winners (of 
Olympus APS cameras and film) | 
were Richard Balderson from 
Grimsby for his picture of a 
bridesmaid, “Mandy’s dream 
realised” — “There’s a lot of 
happiness in that shot,” said Nic, 
Hutton — and Sian Foulkes from 
Y Felinheli in Wales, who 
directed a photo of herself 
swimming. The low-angle shot 
was commended, as was the 
planning and effort of the 
wheelchair user. As judge 
Heather Mills said, it showed “If 
I can do it, anybody can”. 

Prize winners and highly 
commended runners-up met the 
judges at a party at the House 
of Lords, sponsored by Lord 
Evans of Watford, and saw an 
exhibition of the work. 


Freedom in Focus will be at 
the Photofusion 
Photography Centre, 
London, 18 October-12 
November and at Scope’s 
conference and AGM at the 
Norbreck Castle Hotel, 
Blackpool, 5-6 November. If | 
you would like to host the 
exhibition, contact DN at 
the address on page 2. 
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Photography competition 19 


Joint third: Richard Balderson’s 
bridesmaid, “Mandy’s dream 
realised”, with “lots of 
happiness” in the shot. 


The best of 
the rest 


The following people were 
highly commended: 
Christopher Blake of 
Bedford, Rob Winternitz of 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 
David Ball of Hove, Linda 
Cain of Chelmsford, 
Richard Dunn of Bedford, 
Royston Adam of 
Kingston, Janet Cook of 
Shipley, Sara Gavin of 
London, Susan Marsh of 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


Hot shots: Back (left to right): judge Graham Bool, Leonard 
Cheshire trustee Maggie van Koetsveld, Adam Connell, 

judge Heather Mills, Richard Balderson, judge Lord Lichfield and 
DN editor Mary Wilkinson. Front (left to right): Charlotte 
Connell, Janice Connell, Sian Foulkes, Anne Pridmore and 

judge Nic Hutton. 
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Beaumont College, 
Lancaster, David Venting of 
Hayling Island, Eleanor 
Paxton of Devon, Stephen 
Lawley of Devon, Mark 
Kingsley of Stourbridge and 
Mark Jewell of Bath. 
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Second prize: Anne Pridmore’s picture “Disability politics starts 
here”, at a demo outside the House of Commons 


ERNIE SE ASR GR I AI SR 


EP! 


repens ameeatcatm 


{ORLA ERA LIL NOAA NIN SEERA ODED ED TD ONGLELSDNEPNEEEASEAALIEEL SNM LEDE DENS LIN PNET BEET EAE EEE 


site nenonsegscbce ne iacse3 erica 


@ For more> 

_ details and a 
FREE No 
- Obligation 


Constables 


(Tom 


Pisoisbilitig 


Dept. DN, Freepost (BR1032), Mountney Bridge Business Park, 
een Eee East See BN24 5BR 


SP We it sett one 


Fax: o1 323- 3-767603. 


Focused family: The Connells with Heather Mills 
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20 Living 


Nightlife (un)limited 


It’s Saturday night. You feel like a bop. But how easy will it be for you in London and 
Edinburgh's trendiest nightclubs? Dan Batten and Marigold Hope found out 


night out clubbing could be improved with minor 
should be a chance to changes, as we discovered 
_ forget your cares, when we visited clubs and bars 
dance yourself stupid and in London and Edinburgh. 


stagger home at an obscene 
hour of the morning — 


exhausted but exhilarated. New London “superclub” 
If you are disabled, though, Home has some of the world’s 
you can find it difficult to top DJs. Whether intentionally 
enjoy the same night outas_ | ~- or not, the club seems to 
your non-disabled peers — most comply with Part III of the 
of the time through the sheer Disability Discrimination Act 
lack of planning by club (DDA). It has some amazing 
organisers. glass lifts to transport you Boogie nights: you’ll have fun at The Venue — once you’re in 
But access in most places between the many floors, all of 
which seem obstacle-free, have Getting in means wheelchair — there are 
purpose-built loos and are negotiating several steps. But stairs galore. 
wonderfully flat. Sadly, the flat once you’ re in, the level dance If steps pose no problems, 
floors match the atmosphere in floor is easy to use. A few small poor colour design might. One 
the club — although, variances in floor height are a visually impaired clubber 
admittedly, we did visit it ona hindrance, but ramps would pointed out that the lack of 
Thursday night. eradicate the problems. The colour contrast in club loos 
The Electric Ballroom is a toilet doors are not wide makes it difficult to find 
typical example of a club enough for a wheelchair to get cubicle doors. The mirrors 
where a few small changes through and a ramp is also also disorientate her — “Not 
would help accessibility no needed to get into them. good after a drink or three.” 
end. Their regular Saturday The Astoria and its baby It’s not all bad. One 
Night Fever club plays fab and brother, the LA2, would need London mega club — the 
funky, mostly ’70s music. Or more than ramps. Music ranges Ministry of Sound — shows 
: Ss ae you can go to Full Tilt on from big beat to indie and rock. how access can be sorted. This 
Bright lights: London’s Astoria Fridays with goth and rock. Great, unless you are in a clubbers’ paradise has ramps Stairway to heaven? The Venue 


_ THE INDOOR MINIFLEX 
» AND FLEXMOBIL 


Our powered chairs get you 
» around almost anywhere in 
your home or office. 


@ NO SPECIAL BUILDING 
ALTERATIONS NEEDED 


COMPACT SIZE AND 
TIGHT TURNING CIRCLE 


@ 
@ FRONT OR CENTRE 
® 
® 


WHEEL DRIVE 
SIMPLE TO MANOEUVRE 


ELECTRIC LIFTING SEAT 
HELPS REACH HIGH 
STORAGE AREAS 


# @ EASY ACCESS IN AND 
: OUT OF THE CHAIR 


THE NEW EUROFLEX 
COMPACT 


Ideal to get about in 
complete safety and 
comfort. 
@ COMPACT BASE WITH 
FRONT WHEEL DRIVE 
@ LOW GROUND TO 
SEAT HEIGHT 
@ STANDARD POWERED 
SEAT LIFT 
INDOOR AND 
OUTDOOR USE 
COMFORT SEAT WITH 
OPTIONAL POWERED 
TILT, RECLINE AND 
FOOTRESTS 


For full details please call FREEPHONE 0500 618008 
or return the completed coupon to: 


¢ RAINBOW 
RERIAB 


FREEPOST - THE COACH HOUSE 
134 PUREWELL - CHRISTCHURCH 
DORSET BH23 1BR 
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Living 21 


Get on down: The Venue has everything from ’70s to techno 


and wheelchair accessible toi- Edinburgh University : 

lets, making it one of the few student union’s Potterrow has ; 8. \ _ 
places on earth to acknowl- just had a £1m refurbishment, Home: it may look like an office, but it’s actually a new “superclub” 
edge that disabled people can yet still manages to exclude 

be cool. wheelchair users. A large flight 


of stairs takes you to the main THE CARDALE 
EDINBUR GH floor, which is only otherwise COMPACT SHOWER 


JAMIE FACER 


‘one of Home’s alcoves Edinburgh has clubs for all accessible by using the goods for easy installation almost anywhere 
musical tastes and getting to _ lift. You’Il need to let the staff | Pe 
them is easy, with most places —_ know that you intend to use 
a short ride away in one of _ this chariot well in advance. 
many wheelchair friendly buses Once you’re in, though, you 
or relatively cheap cabs. can enjoy Sublime’s techno 
The Venue hosts an eclectic and trance on Fridays in a 
range of evenings, from Disco friendly atmosphere. This 
Inferno, playing ’70s music, to night has a big following, with 
Pure, for fans of thumping one regular proudly sporting a 
techno. With stairs galore, it tattoo of the club’s logo. E acencg 
isn’t wheelchair user friendly, Sublime’s DJs alternate ¥: Os8 : low voltage pump 
but the staff are. While they weekly between Potterrow “ 
prefer you to let them know and the University’s far more 
you’re coming in advance, accessible Wilkie House. With —f 
they’ll help you without a only one step, a useable loo Nationwide 
grimace if you just turn up. and obliging staff who don’t 
With inaccessible loos, it’s wise need a week’s notice to help 
to limit your beer intake! you, this is a better venue. 


j Low entry lip 
Even with Part III of the DDA now in place, clubs are still not SLM 
obliged to make changes until 2004. 

Caroline Gooding, advisor to the Employers’ Forum on 
Disability, says: “If you feel that you have been unfairly refused 
admission, you can take action. You can ask a place to provide a 
temporary ramp, and also get advice from your Citizens’ Advice 


Bureau.” 


ROY KAREEM 


ut the steps are many 


FREE BROCHURE 


SEY 


tel: 0171 434 0403. 
-of Sound, tel: 
6528. 


td 
Ballroom, tel: 0171-485 9006. Citizens’ Advice Bureaux, tel: 0171-833 2181. ; 
: ce Call freephone 0800 9170399 (hha ilta 
ol: 0181-964 1999. If you know of a club or bar that is accessible, anywhere in the oe. onseesenrsbuccincs Chil tern 
ue, tel: 0131-557 3073. country, write to DN at the address on page 2. See en oe neato re anaes arith ee eanaanaay 


w, tel: 0131-650 2656. 
louse, tel: 0131-225 5583. 


Clubbing tips 

ou’re going to a club you 

en’t tried before, ring up and 
it the access. Some clubs need 
. arrange help for you. 


vays get a contact name 
en making arrangements. 


u can’t be fobbed off by 
ff. 


spasticity; to avoid the problems that — 
lead to bone degeneration and skin. 
i breakdown, and it can aid digestion and 
bladder function. 
The LEVO’ range of stand-up wheel- 
s from Gerald Simonds includes 
da ight, manually 


- friendly with door staff if 

| are a regular, or even semi- 
A smile and a joke can make 
nd obstructions disappear as 


BIC. 


GERALD SIMONDS 
HEALTHCARE LTD. 
9 March Place, Gatehouse Way, 
~ powered or.meck ae Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 3UG 
stand-up. Whichever model is right for “Jemma = oe dy Tel: 01296 380200 
you, it will help you i ~ Ces Soar Fax: 01296 380279 
- at home, at work, roo! or col - pare OE Email: sales@gerald-simonds.co.uk 
-and in your social lif 


e straws or any other drink- 
or eating aids you need with 
stic pint pots are not the most 
y friendly drinking vessels. 


ce plenty of friends. They can 
p if needed and make your 
0 with a bit more of a bang. 


4 


for yourself, Loo 


eck the music you like is on a 
or you can access. Wanting to 
Metallica and ending up 

to Blur can be a bummer. 
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Inclusive design is not the 
answer in all cases. Roger 
Coleman of the Royal 
College of Art, who 
started his professional 
life designing for 

disabled people, is the 
first to admit that there 
is always a need for some 
specialist products. But 
he sees universal design 
for disabled people 
extending into the 


RICHARD WAITE/THE G 


specialist field. 

“We have a history of 
aids and adaptations for 
disabled people produced ad hoc and cheaply, so there is little 
investment in design. It’s an issue of product semantics — what it 
tells you about yourself. If you use something, you want it to tell 
people what you want to say: Most products for disabled people 
at the moment are horrid. They tell people there has to be 
something wrong with you and so most disabled people won’t 
use them.” 

One person who has already challenged existing ideas of 
disabled product design is grande dame of fashion and 
journalism Felicity Green. When Felicity decided to fit a stairlift 
in her flat, she wanted it to blend in with her minimalist décor. 
With the eventual blessing of manufacturers Stannah Stairlifts, 
she covered the seat in zebra-patterned velvet and removed the 
coverings to expose the trendy ratchet workings. 

“T think my flat looks lovely and I can’t believe everyone who 
buys these things has no taste,” Felicity told the Guardian 
Weekend. “You could be forgiven for thinking there was a 
conspiracy in the design world. Do they imagine the elderly and 
disabled suffer from Alzheimer’s of the aesthetic sense?” 

If inclusive design principles are extended into all products for 
disabled people we could see a welcome end to ugly, “medical 
model” equipment. 


Grrr: A Stannah chair with style 


Au ~ 


Shop till you drop: but will there be anything Lucy Mason (front centre) can buy? 


Design for all 


Inclusive design promises a world where everyone can open cans 
and use remote controls. Fantasy? Not according to Sally Brown 


ow many times have 
H we all struggled with 
unnecessary packag- 


ing, inaccessible controls and 
illogical construction? Whether 
it’s household goods, clothing 
or high-tech gadgetry, we’ve all 
come across products that 
make us curse. 

But in the future things 
could be different. A new 
movement is spreading across 
the Atlantic and it could cause 
a revolution in consumer 
goods. It’s called “inclusive” or 
“universal” design. 


Meeting your needs 


At Barclays, we're totally committed to making life easier for our 


disabled customers. 


You'll find many branch services and facilities tailored to meet your 
needs. And we've also introduced the option of convenient, easy 


access home banking. 


The concept first emerged 
after the introduction of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
in the United States in 1990. 
Driven by civil 
rights 
: ~ campaigners, 
4 the principle 
| has grown, 
J and now 
many US 
' designers use it. 
©” An international 


—s 


conference took place in the 
States a year ago and next 
summer sees the first 
conference in the UK. 

The principle is that a 
product should be able to be 
used by anyone. There should 
be no barriers to use for 
disabled or older people or 
anyone with dexterity or 
mobility problems. According 
to Andrew Walker, chair of the 
United Kingdom Institute for 
Inclusive Design (UKIID), it 
makes economic sense too. 

“Tt doesn’t make products 
more expensive. If we have a 
standard that suits everyone, 
then it can be added to. If you 
have a basic, accessible house, 
for example, then people can 


have a pop-up TV or an aid to 
get into the bath if they want. 
It’s cheaper in social cost and | 
no more expensive in 
construction.” 

Examples of successful 
inclusive design include BT’s big 
button phones, Philips’ new 


Gripping stuff: Get to Grips 


cordless Essence kettle (above 
left), Martin Bloomfield’s 
award-winning Pull the Plug 
tabs to remove plugs from 
sockets, B& Q’s Daily Living 
Made Easier range and Good 
Grips kitchen products by New 
York’s Smart Design. 

With an ageing population 
in the western world, products 
designed for all ages and 
abilities are set to be very 
lucrative. The Design Council 
is acknowledging that fact with 


1! DON’T BE A MARTYR TO PAIN! 


You can discover more from the Barclays brochure ‘Making our 
services available to our disabled customers,’ available in standard or 
large print, Braille and audio. For your copy, call Barclays Information 
Line free on 0800 400 100 (via Typetalk if appropriate) or visit our 
disabled services website at www.personal.barclays.co.uk 


Barclays Bank PLC. Registered Office: 54 Lombard Street, London EC3P 3AH 
Registered in England, Registered No. 1026167 
Barclays Bank PLC is a member of the Banking Ombudsman Scheme (UK branches only) 
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BARCLAYS 


PainControl is a low cost system for the drug free relief of pain. 
The superb T.E.N.S. technology is recommended by 
physiotherapists and doctors. Used in hospitals, maternity homes 
and pain clinics. 


You can have control of two areas of pain at the same time. 
PainControl effectively helps back and joint pain, arthritis, 
menstrual sciatica and post operative pains, and reduces tension. 


WITHOUT THE AID OF DRUGS!! 


30 days money back and a full 2 years guarantee. 
You have nothing to lose — only your pain! 


FOR DETAILS FREEPHONE 0800 980 5477 TODAY. 


Tentevcvolt Healthcave 


a Faraily fivm that caves for your heatth 


Include this advert with an order for a 
PainControl and receive a ten pound 
reduction on the price of models 804 and 410 


PainControl is safe, non-addictive, non-invasive and very user friendly. 
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its inclusive design event on 29 
October, and the UKIID is 
involved in revamping GCSE 
design textbooks to ensure they 
contain principles of inclusive 
design. But the people who still 
need to be convinced are the 
designers themselves. 
According to Julie Mcleod of 

the UKIID, the typical 
‘manufacturing executive and 
designer is “male, 35 years old, 
six foot tall with size 10 feet 
and has all his strength, 
dexterity, mobility, hearing and 
eyesight intact”. Small wonder, 
then, that many consumer 
goods are difficult to use for 


Sweeping success: Good Grips 


anyone who does not conform 
to society’s concept of the 
norm. 

Mike Elan, senior product 
designer at the Design for Life 
Centre of Brunel University, 
agrees that inclusion is not high 
on most designers’ agenda: 
“When I was at college, we 
weren’t encouraged to think 
about the needs of elderly or 
disabled people. Most 
designers are just concerned 
with how a product looks.” 

He points out that 
information is the key: “Part of 
the problem is that even if 


Colour coded kitchenware RniB 


everyday designers did think 
about it, they wouldn’t 
necessarily know where to go 
for resources.” 

To solve this problem, Roger 
Coleman, director of the Helen 


Factfile 


e The UKIID’s inclusive design 
conference takes place 2-3 June 2000. 


Tel: 0208 682 0518. 


e A workshop entitled Designing Our 
Future: Growing Your Market Through 
Inclusive Design takes place at the Design 


Clothes can speak 
volumes about who 
you are. But for 
many disabled 
people limited 
choice means their 
clothing speaks the 
wrong language. 

The problem 
starts with 


continues with 

unhelpful staff and usually 
finishes with a complete lack 
of suitable clothing. No 
wonder many people fall 
back on the specialist 
catalogues. 

So, should we create new, 
specialist outfitters and 
consign disabled people to a 
sartorial ghetto? Not 
according to Fusae Noda, a 
final-year student at the 
London College of Fashion. 
She is developing trendy 
streetwear based on 
inclusive design. 

“T want to produce a range 
for disabled and non-disabled 
teenagers,” she says. 
“Ultimately everyone can 
benefit from easy-to-wear, 
easy-care, comfortable and 
stylish clothing. Fastenings 
and comfortable fabrics will 
play an important part.” 
One of the organisations 


Hamlyn Research Centre at the 
Royal College of Art, has 
launched I~design, a three-year 
research project. 

“The objective is to give 
guidance to management to 
give them confidence and to 
give designers the information 
to design inclusively,” he says. 

According to Mr Coleman, 
there is no doubt that inclusive 
design is an idea that is 
catching on: “It has been 
demonstrated that working 
inclusively can create products 
that are not stigmatised and are 
useful to everyone.” 


Council, 34 Bow Street, London WC2E 7BR on 


29 October. Tel: 0207 420 5200. 


e Inclusive design features in the Design Museum’s tenth 
anniversary exhibition Design: Process, Progress, Practice, which 
runs 21 October 1999-30 January 2000. Tel: 0207 378 6055. 


e B&Q, tel: 0800-444 840. 
e BT, tel: 0800-400 004. 


e Design Council, tel: 0207 420 5200. 
@ Good Grips, tel: (01282) 613644. 


@ RNIB, tel: 0345-023 153. 


Jressing for 
success 


inaccessible stores, Trendy, but will it fit? 


Dm] Fusae has 


approached for 
help is awear, a 
clothing 
campaigner. 

“Our aim is to 
ensure disabled 
people get full and 
_ direct access to 
clothes of choice,” 
says chief executive 
Sid Jurka. 

Awear hopes to persuade 
high-street stores to become 
more accessible and to train 
their staff in disability 
awareness. In the next 12 
months it hopes to produce a 
clothing guide for disabled 
consumers and to introduce a 
scheme highlighting good 
practice in the high street. 
The first step is the launch of 
the Big Shop survey, designed 
to find out what levels of 
service shops are providing. 
Fusae Noda welcomes 
comments from DN readers, 
especially teenagers, about 
problems with clothing and 
features they would like to 
see in an inclusive range. 
Write to Clothing Suggestions 
at the usual DN address. 

For a Big Shop questionnaire 
from awear, 

tel: 0115-953 0439, or e-mail: 
enquiry@awear.org.uk 


JAMIE FACER 


Cheers and jeers 


By people who know 


Heinz Wolff, Emeritus Professor of Bio 
Engineering, Brunel University 

C: “Computer dictation software is useful for 
| disabled and non-disabled people. It means 

| voice control can be substituted for skilful 
manipulation.” 

J: “Public transport is still pretty bad.” 


Andrew Walker, architect and chair of the United 
Kingdom Institute of Inclusive Design 

C: “Bosch washing machines. They’re the only 
ones where I can read the figures without having 
to get my glasses. All the others have wavy, 
“sexy” writing.” 

J: “Those wretched little organisers that are designed like a bar 
of soap. I’ve dropped mine so many times I’ve had to buy a 
padded case.” 


Caroline Payne, secretary, Scope London 

Partnership 

C: “I can usually manage most things with a bit 

of a struggle.” 

7 J: “I have seen a bra that has velcro adjusting 
straps. Most of them use velcro at the back but 

this one was adjustable at the back as well — very fiddly.” 


Anne Davies, author and broadcaster 
C: “Jug kettles, which are easier to grip. Kitchenware in general 
has improved, as have garden tools.” 

J: “Knob-style handles are very hard to grip and twist.” 


Dan Batten, editorial assistant, Disability Now 
C: “Bendy straws. May heaps of praise be bestowed upon the 
friend who put in the bend.” 

J: “Small buttons and fiddly fasteners on clothes.” 


Lindsey Etchell, senior product researcher at Ricability 
J: “The worst things are products that have a mix of good and 

bad features. They can be misleading for consumers and show a 
complete lack of awareness of what constitutes good design.” 


What’s in DN next month? 


© DISABILITY AND THE MILLENNIUM 


Victories won; challenges still ahead. 


@ MAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS CAKE DIFFERENT 


Anne Davies offers recipes and tells you where to buy 


something special. 


@ THE RIGHT PHONE FOR YOU 


Dan Batten checks out phones and Ricability’s report 


on them. 


@ DN HOBBIES 


Fancy a ferret in the family? 


Plus the best news, views, jobs and offers. On sale 
24 November. 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


; (Please complete and take to your newsagent) 

1 Swe: : 

1 Please reserve me a regular copy of Disability Now until further notice 
Please deliver a copy of Disability Now to my home address 


Name: 
, Address: 


; Signature: 


! To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is published monthly by Scope, 


6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, 
, White Hart Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 
1 Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 
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No more kitchen sink dramas 


says Ricability’s Kate Enzer | 


Got kitchen troubles? There’s a lot of equipment and assistance that can help, 


well designed kitchen 

makes life easier not 

just for older and 
disabled people, but for 
everyone else who uses it. 

The kitchen is the centre of a 
household, so it is important 
that it works well. If you are 
thinking of fitting a new 
kitchen or just making a few 
minor adjustments, first decide 
who the kitchen is for, how it is 
going to be used and what 
changes are likely to occur in 
the future. Do you want to plan 
it solely round whoever is 
disabled? Are your needs likely 
to change in the near future? 
Will you just cook there or also 
use the kitchen to eat in, read 
newspapers, sit and listen to 


Grab rail from Design Matters 


the radio, do the laundry? 
Start by making a list of 

anything you might find 

awkward — poorly designed 


Boots the Chemist, tel: 0845-070 8090. 


| B&Q, tel: 0800-444 840. 


Chester Care, tel: (01623) 757955. 


Design Matters, tel: (01628) 531584. 


Keep Able, tel: 0990-202 122. 
RNIB, tel: 0345-023 153. 
Versatility, tel: 0161-287 0101. 


®| If you’re thinking of buying a new microwave oven, 
washing machine, vacuum cleaner, iron or kettle, check out 


| Ricability’s leaflets on easy-to-use appliances. Send a 19p A4 


SAE for each factsheet to Ricability, 24 Highbury Crescent, 


London NS 1RX. 


®| The free booklet Making Your Kitchen Easier To Use, on 
which this article is based, is available from most B&Q stores or 
| by sending a 40p SAE to Ricability. The booklet is funded by 
B&Q, which offers disabled people kitchen designers, household 


items, accessible stores and staff with disability training. 


We worry about standards so 


you don’t have to. 


The first step to trouble free 
independence is to contact us 
for a list of our members. 


01732 458868 


BHTA is a trade association 
which includes a wheelchair 
distributors section. Our 
nationwide membership 
network has over 100 local 
outlets selling and repairing 
powerchairs and scooters. 
They do it well and they do it 
ethically. 


They have high standards. 
The Association makes sure. 


HEAL. 
2 TH, 


If it hasn’t got the mark behind it, you won’t have us behind you. 
BHTA, | Webbs Court, Buckhurst Avenue, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1LZ 
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cause problems. A list will 
focus your mind on what 
changes are needed and will 
help decide on priorities if your 


CUE IO, PES ee 
budget won’t stretch to doing it 
all straight away. 

There is plenty you can do to 
make life in the kitchen easier 
without much expense. There 
is a huge variety of gadgets 
available, from cooking baskets 
that mean you don’t have to 
carry heavy pans of boiling 
water and vegetables, to tap 
turners that mean you don’t 
have to spend a lot of money 
having new easy-to-use taps 
fitted. These and many other 
items are available from 
catalogue companies such as 
Keep Able and Chester Care, 
the RNIB and Boots the 
Chemist (see left). 

Your kitchen may need more 
than a few gadgets. There is a 
large variety of alterations you 


Colour coding and contrasting 
your work surfaces, units, walls 
and floors will help if you have 
a visual impairment. Some 
things are useful for everyone, 
such as D-shaped handles on 
units, sliding doors and 
lever-handled taps. Most of 
these accessories are available 
through high-street kitchen 
suppliers such as B&Q, so you 
can fit them yourself or have an 
expert do it for you. 

Ovens with slide-opening 


Merry-go-round: B&Q’s 270° carousel makes access easier 


can make and these will depend 
on your circumstances. If a 
complete makeover is needed, 
you may want to contact a 
kitchen specialist, who will 
assess your needs, help design 
the layout and make sure that 
every piece of equipment suits 
you. Contact companies like 
Design Matters or Versatility 
for a personalised service such 
as this. They can install 
anything from work surfaces 
that can be raised and lowered 
electrically to grab rails around 
the whole kitchen and shallow 
sinks so your knees fit 
underneath if you use a 
wheelchair. 

Of course, you may not need 
such a complete change. You 
may find that fitting wire racks 
to drawers, carousels to corner 
units and pull-out larder units 
brings everything within reach. 


doors and non-tip shelves, flat 
ceramic hobs with the controls 
at the front, talking microwave 
ovens, fridges with pull-out 


Cupboard love: B&¢Q’s Cheriton colour contrast units 


shelves and remote-controlled 
extractor hoods are all 
available. With such a range of | 
appliances, you are sure to find | 
equipment that suits you. | 
You may be able to get help 
towards the cost of your 
kitchen or any equipment you 
need, but this is likely to | 
depend on your disability and 
on your income. Some banks 
offer interest-free loans to 


= “= 


ESET (I EEG SRE ES TY 
“There is plenty you can 
do to make life in the 
kitchen easier without 
much expense” 


Ba SSS OTe ee nels the ee EL an: Doane a 
Lae eS BAAS SYREN RMON 


older people. Your local 
authority may be able to help 
with alterations and 
equipment if you’re having 
difficulties — this will usually 
follow an assessment by an 
occupational therapist, who 
can also give you hints on how 
to make things easier. Various 
grants are available from local 
authorities; again, these are 
means-tested. Start by 
contacting your GP or local 
authority, and you could be 
well on the way to the kitchen 
you require. 


You can stand the heat with this Neff oven’s fully extending shelves 


Help others by becoming a social worker, says Rod Hermeston 


Social advantage 


people who likes helping 
= others, then a job as a social 
worker may be for you. 
_ Social workers do a broad 
range of jobs. They might 
ensure that children attend 
school, do outreach work to 
stop young people from taking 
drugs or organise care for 
disabled people. They might 
work for local authorities, 
hospitals or charities. 

So how do you get in? 

The standard qualification 
for most social workers is the 
Diploma in Social Work 
(DipSW). Most courses last 
two years, but it is also possible 
to study for a degree and 
DipSW simultaneously over 
three years or study part-time. 

To get on to a course you 
will need work experience plus 
two A-level passes (three 
Higher Level passes in 
Scotland) or their equivalents. 

Courses vary in how well 
they cater for disabled students, 
as do the work placements 
which make up half of a DipSW. 

Earlier this year, the Central 
Council for Education and 
Training in Social Work 
(CCETSW) published a report, 
The Enabling DipSW, looking 
at training issues. 

Mary Cousins of CCETSW, 
who was involved with 
commissioning the report, says 
that some placements are not 
accessible. 


[= are one of those 


: A positive start 


ley Matthews, 29, 
finished her degree and 
ipSW at Lancaster 
niversity last year. 
Shirley, who i is blind, says: 
“] found the course a 
sitive experience, but 
€ support was not always 7 
n place.” 
— Not all tutors Ssnned 
information in accessible 
rmats, for instance, and 
she also had a fight to get 
rt local authority to pay 
r taxis when visiting 
ts tae oes 


oes not mean | 
itomatically want to work 
with people who are blind. 
Children and families have 
always been my interest,” 
she says. 
Her employer is very 
supportive, she says. 


But that does not mean 
colleges and universities should 
go for the easy option of 
placing disabled students in 
settings catering for people with 
their own disability, she says. 

“There is a tendency to 
ghettoise particular 
impairments with that user 
group,” she adds. 

The way to ensure disabled 
students get the placement of says: 
their choice in the field of their lot of disabled students have 
choice is to give them the pick experiences which could be 
of accessible places. improved, but it also shows 

“We recommend that what can be done.” 
colleges identify placements 
where people with impairments 
can be located and that their 
placement should be organised 
first,” she says. 


that colleges set targets for 
recruitment of disabled 
students and develop personal 
learning plans for them. 

CCETSW will be holding 
two conferences on improving 
support for disabled students 
early next year. 

John Rodgers, who is 
organising the conferences, 


Care Council, set to replace 
CCETSW in April 2001, will 
take this work on board. 


“Deciding to be a social worker is just the start!” 


ee David Levene & Co Solicitors 


GA] DO You REQUIRE LEGAL 
tx) ADVICE OR ASSISTANCE? 


We are a leading firm of Solicitors specialising in providing 
legal assistance to disabled people and their families, children and 
students, in the following areas: 


e Education Law (including Special Educational Needs) 

¢ Community Care Law 

e Disability Discrimination Act Claims 

e Local Government/Public Law 

© Personal Injury/Medical Negligence 
Claims 

© Health Law 


Our other areas of expertise include: 


Stop Press 


News about the 
provisions of the 
Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA) coming into 
force in October 1999 
A new handbook — Notes on 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act as at May 1999 — 
written by David Ruebain 
is essential reading for 
organisations committed to 
promoting good practice 
under the Act. Includes 
sections on the impact and 
interpretation of the Act to 
date and guidance on the 
new regulations. For your 
copy please send a 
cheque/postal order for 
£10, payable to David 
Levene & Co to the 
address below. Contact 
David Ruebain if your 
organisation would like 
training on the DDA. 


e Family 

e Housing 

¢ Employment 

e Property, Wills and Probate 


Our experienced team of lawyers include 
David Ruebain and Joanna Owen, who 
are themselves disabled and involved 
in the Disability Rights Movement, and 
Douglas Silas, a fluent British Sign 
Language user, who works with the Deaf 
community. 


We are located in Wood Green in North 
London but also have offices in Camden, 
Stratford and Birmingham. We undertake 
Legal Aid work as well as private cases. 


For free initial and confidential advice contact us at: David Levene 
& Co Solicitors, Ashley House, 235-239 High Road, Wood Green, 
London N22 8HF. Telephone: 0181-881 7777, Fax: 0181-889 6395, 


Minicom: 0181-881 6764, E-mail: info@davidlevene.co.uk 


The report also recommends 


“The report showed that a 


He hopes the General Social 


Once qualified and in a job, 


Just the job 25 


Help at hand: social worker Suzanne Jones (/eft) has cerebral palsy 


you should be able to get 
equipment and help from the 
Government’s support scheme, 
Access to Work. 

So why not have a go? 
Whether you decide to work 
with people who have a similar 
impairment to you or with 
other groups, you may have a 
great deal to offer. 


CCETSW can provide more 
information about training, 
tel: 0171-278 2455. 


For information about the 
CCETSW conferences, 
contact John Rodgers, 

tel: 0113-243 1516. 


Drawing on your own experience 


Kavita Kohli-Chana, 38, is hearing impaired 
and works for Newham Council as a senior 
practitioner for the Deaf Services Team. She 
realised she wanted to be a social worker after 
she got a job as a social work assistant in 1986. 
“| was helping elderly people, families and 
disabled people. I felt I was effective and I 
could relate to the things that were happening 
to these service users. There were parallels in my own life with 
the way these people were disadvantaged.” 

She studied social work at what is now Leicester University 
and today manages four other people. 

She says: “Deaf people have the same difficulties as 
non-disabled people. Because I am able to communicate in 
British Sign Language fluently and understand the social 
implications of being deaf, they can tell me what their difficulty 
is knowing that I will have that understanding.” 


Formerly The Crypt Foundation 


creating 
opportunities - 
choice - 
with and for young disabled people 


Pe ke KOK KOK KKK aE Ke KI Ri Ke 


If you are over 18 phone us to find out more 
about: 


x Living near the sea, with access to shops, 
pubs, cinemas. 

x Transport to college, clubs, concerts 
much more. 


Call Gillian Purvis, 
tel/fax: 01243 671865 
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¢ What’s on 


Action for Blind People will hold three courses on benefits, in 
London: Disability Living Allowance (DLA) and Attendance 
Allowance (AA), 11 November; DLA and AA reviews and 
appeals, 18 November; Disabled Person’s Tax Credit, 23 November. 
For more details contact Marie Kehoe, tel: 0171-732 8771. 


The 1999 TARA National Conference, Entitlement, choice and 
inclusion in learning and the transition to employment, will be 
held 16-17 November, Birmingham. It will focus on effective 
learning and support, and partnership approaches to 
dismantling barriers to learning and employment. Full details 
from Cecilia Whittlesea, tel/fax: (01788) 860540, e-mail: 
whitt.selectara@btinternet.com 


The University of Southampton Faculty of Law will hold a one- 
day conference, Data protection in the health sector — the new 
law, 23 November. It will look at consequences of the 
implementation of the Data Protection Act on 1 March 2000, 
particularly in the NHS. Full details from Jill Elliott, tel: (01703) 
592376, fax: (01703) 593885. 


NANSA and Norfolk and Norwich Scope will hold the 
conference Disability — the teenage years, 26 November, 
Norwich. Discussions and questions on areas of concern will be 
followed by discussions on developing support networks. Full 
details from Joy Mounser, NANSA, 200 Bowthorpe Road, 
Norwich NR2 3TZ, tel: (01603) 630769. 


NZ DAEWOO 


MOTABILITY 
BENEFITS DIRECT 
FROM DAEWOO 


NO ADVANCE 
PAYMENT 


3 YEARS 
INSURANCE 


3 YEARS SERVICING 


3 YEARS RAC 
COVER 


The Lanos I.4 SE, includes as standard: 
° ABS ¢ Central locking © Dual air bags ¢ Power steering ¢ Tilt steering column e Immobiliser 
Plus no advance payment and up to £739 DLA rebate 


otability 


ACCREDITED 


to pay... all thanks to Daewoo Motability. 


Should you, or a member of your family, receive Disabled Living Allowance at the 


higher rate, you could be driving a brand new Daewoo Lanos 1.4 SE with nothing else 


The Lanos SE 3 and 5 door models currently enjoy up to £739 rebate (rebated monthly) on your allowance 
over a three year constant lease term. 


Should you wish, we will gladly arrange a home visit, at your convenience, so you can test drive a Daewoo 


for yourself. 


For information on the Daewoo range and your 
nearest Motability accredited Outlet, call us free on: 


0800 309 903 
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¢ Information 


The Office of 

ay 6a0 Fair Trading has 
57k published Your 
rights when 
shopping, a booklet for shoppers 
with learning disabilities. It 


contains information on legal 
rights, how to complain, where 
to get help and terminology. 
For a copy, tel: 0870-606 0321, 
fax: 0870-607 0321. 


The British Deaf 
Ry ys, Association (BDA) 
aN ka has launched a 
“No\y new directory of 


deaf organisations and services 
in the UK, including clubs, 
centres, associations, education 
services and social services. It 
also covers sport, interpreting 
services, technology and much 
more. £16.50 BDA members, 
£22.50 non-members, £35 
organisations. Contact Forest 
Bookshop, tel/text: (01594) 833 
858, videophone: (01594) 810 631. 


emPOWER, the disability 
charity consortium, has 
launched a website. It gives : 
details of campaigns, press 
releases, and has a resource 
library, and discussion area. 
Each emPOWER member, 
including Scope and Age 
Concern, has its own page on 
the site. Visit their site at 
www.empowernet.org 


bh The Employers’ 
G Forum on ) 
m Disability hasa | 
variety of | 


publications, including The 
Disability Communication 
Guide, that aim to inform 
employers, human resources 

departments and providers of | 
goods and services. For details 

and prices, tel: 0171-403 3020, | 
e-mail: tim.denby@employers- | 
forum.co.uk. They have also set 
up a new accessible website at | 
www.employers-forum.co.uk 


Firstbridge, part of East 
Sussex Social Services, is a new 
employment service giving 
advice to disabled people across | 
southern England. They can 
help from assessment through 
to customised employment 
programmes, and can offer 
employers a specialist 
recruitment facility. For details, 
tel/minicom: (01825) 761811, | 
e-mail: firstbridge@pavilion.co.uk 


: 
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS | 
ACROSS: 1. Speech 4. Olivia 
8. Impediment 9. Hob | 
11. Laden 12. Elevate | 
13. Uncle Sam 16. Clot 17. Shed | 
19. Confetti 21. Seat 22. Grate | 
24. Nebulous 25. Nylon 
DOWN: 1. Spill 2. Empeclodes i 
3. Cadence 5S. Lintel 6. Ingot . 
7. Amoeba 9. Hamlet 1 
10. Beatrice 13. Unspent | 
14. Section 15. Mint 
18. Demur 20. Early 23. Too 


| 
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Freedom, Independence 
and Reliability. 


Powerchairs promise you: e We stock machines that carry up 
e A caring service from a family to 32 stone and can go from 
run business. 10-35 miles on one charge 
e Paiaae price guarantee that you e Automatic battery charge 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. included. 
e Up to 8mph for road use. e All major credit cards accepted. 
e Free home assessments. 
e Free 12 months insurance on We buy second-hand electric 
new models. | wheelchairs and scooters. 
e No VAT. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


¢ No driving license required. 
¢ Low deposit finance available 
on request. Part exchanges welcome. 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE Pp owerchair 


O800 0746834  wosriry Consucranrs 


gives you 


More Capacity More Original Features 


6 Persons including wheelchair ag Volkswagen seating 
: : \ Volkswagen seatbelts 


More Options Volkswagen braking system 

Telescopic side steps | Volkswagen fuel tank 

Choice of wheelchair ramps : Volkswagen full size spare wheel 

Choice of wheelchair securing > Modified Volkswagen rear bumper bar 

Detachable tow bar > Volkswagen lock and catch mechanisms 
= : Volkswagen vehicle roof 


More choice ee. o _ .. Volkswagen interior roof lining 
Full Volkswagen Sharan — ee — — - Volkswagen vehicle options 
Model Range hee pga? — Volkswagen three year warranty 


More value for Money a ke More Independence 
Fully adapted from free no obligation home trial 
£17,995 and assessment period 


MORE SECURITY OFFERED BY THE LARGEST 
ACCESSIBLE VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN PRODUCER 


All vehicles can be tailored to individual needs 
Telephone to arrange a no obligation one day trial 


AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


NEWCASTLE UPON TY 
24 DIANA STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 nee 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191) 272 1313 


VCA APPROVAL NUMBER LC332/A/003 
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IRIS| Consolation as a 


AND 


PHI 


1 YEAR 


|e 


FRIENDS 


OF MEMORIES 


John Bayley’s latest book, Iris 
and the Friends, is a celebration 
of the power of memories and 
the desire for memory. The 
“friends” are personal 
recollections that gave him 
consolation while he was 
caring for his wife Iris 
Murdoch, who had Alzheimer’s 
disease. These memories were 


& 


often entwined with the daily 
care of his wife and the literary 
works of his favourite authors 
such as Barbara Pym, Thomas 
Hardy and Jane Austen. 

The first section, Memory, 
tells of Bayley’s childhood and 
bachelor life. There are detailed 
descriptions of his parents’ golf 
club, sailing red toy boats and 


discovering barn owls in 
derelict cottages by the seaside. 
The second section, Desire, 
describes the women in his life 
and his happy marriage to Iris 
Murdoch. Bayley talks 
unselfconsciously about the 
fantasy sex life he now has with 
various literary heroines from 
Barbara Pym’s novels. There is 


> 


Please send me, without obligation 
a free colour leaflet about ConSeal 
by Sangenic, plus details of how to 
order: 


Return to: Sangenic Marketing Dept, 
Jackel International Ltd, FREEPOST, 
Dudley Lane, Cramlington, 
Northumberland NE23 7RH. 
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Carer 


also the “Perfect Woman from 
Gerrards Cross”, whom he falls 
in love with at an imaginary 
cocktail party, whilst Iris is 
ranting at him as he is driving 
home from a friend’s funeral. 

Bayley’s deep love and 
admiration for his wife is 
captured by the references to 
their private jokes and tales of 
domestic harmony. When 
Murdoch planned her novels, 
Bayley would feel a curious 
sense of participation even 
though they did not discuss the 
plans. Now he feels the same 
sense of participation taking 
care of her daily needs. 

The book is a balance 
between the poetic and the 
confessional. Through this 
philosophical perspective on 
being a carer, John Bayley 
discovers his own peace 
through the journey of his 
wife’s illness and death. 

Anita Haysman 
Duckworth, £16.95. 


Book news 


S JK Rowling’s Harry 
’ Potter series, the 
children’s books that absolutely 
everyone is reading, are good 
news for children with dsleagy 
according to Patience Thomson 
of Barrington publishers. 
They’re un-put-downable and 
have logical plots that are easy | 
to visualise. Bloomsbury, | 
from £4.99, 

Poet Benjamin | 

Zephaniah has published 
his first children’s book, Face, | 
the story of a teenager whose 
life alters when his face is 
disfigured in an accident. It’s a 
cool book with a great cover 
and a wholesome message. 
Bloomsbury, £4.99. 

People Don’t Understand 

by Judith Cavet deals 
with children who have faecal 
incontinence. The book starts 
with a Samuel Pepys quote, 
1664, which describes a child 
born without a rectal passage 
who died as a result. Surgery 
now prevents death but leaves 
some incontinence. This study 
explores physical effects, family | 
life and health services. 
National Children’s Bureau 
Enterprises, £9.95, 
tel: 0171-843 6000. 

m™ Sexuality and Disability — 

A Guide for Everyday 
Practice, by Elaine Cooper and 
John Guillebaud, covers a wide 
range of issues and includes case 
studies. It is aimed at health care | 
workers but could also be very + 
useful for disabled people 
thinking about their own sexual 
needs. Radcliffe Medical 
Press, £17.95: 


Laura Strong | 


Paul Darke 
| rt—t—i—COOCOCOCOCOONCOCOCOititisiwi*iCiCCC 


Although Channel 5 does not 
often do disability, Without Pity 
(C5, 11 October) was very 
much about it. A one-hour 
documentary narrated by 
Christopher Reeve, it looked at 
the lives of “the largest 
minority group in the USA: 
people with disabilities”. It 
focused on the lives of a few 
individuals who were very 
physically dependent. It was 
highly voyeuristic, but at least it 
ended with a bit about ADAPT, 
the American activist group, 
demonstrating for equal rights. 

Channel 4’s Deaf Century 
(2,9 and 16 October), trailed 
last month in this column, 
was controversial. Made by a 
non-deaf production 
company, it was given the cold 
shoulder by most deaf 
activists (who took C4’s 
decision to commission the 
non-deaf as saying that deaf 
film-makers did not have the 
ability to deliver). The series 
was lacking in insight, wit or 
intelligence. It made 
Disabled Century look 
brilliant in comparison. It 
did not even have open 
subtitles. 

Living Proof: Rachel’s Brain 
(BBC1, 21 September) was not 
a lot better. Supposedly a 
serious documentary, it was in 
fact an advert for the medical 
profession. Rachel, a young girl 
who has half her brain 
removed, was being cured of 
her epilepsy. While I am not 
against the realities of the 
programme, what I found 
terrible was the lack of 
information about the results 
of the operation. 

Clive Anderson All Talk 
(BBC1, 23 September) 
continues to epitomise all 
that is banal in popular 
culture. A potentially 
interesting interview with Kirk 
Douglas, the first I have seen 
him give since his stroke, 
was reduced to vacuous 
platitudes. 

Ian Dury’s On My Life 
(BBC2, 25 September) had its 
moments, but considering it 
might be one of the final 
major documentaries about 
Ian Dury —a legendary figure 
in disability circles — it lacked 
a desire to get beyond the 
media interview to find the 
real man. 

Look out in November 
on Channel 4 for a “disease of 
the week” drama called Kid in 
the Corner (25 November) 
about attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder; also a 
Cutting Edge documentary 
called Love Is Blind 
(23 November) about the loss 
of a sense. 


Vicious: film-maker Jude checks his camera equipment 


Dan Batten 


Double dealings, deceit and 
death are the order of the day 
in Final Cut. 

A group of friends gather 
after burying pal Jude to watch 
a film he has secretly made 
about them. Through a series 
of events documented by Jude’s 
hidden cameras, lifelong 
friendships dissolve. During 
the viewing of Jude’s work, a 
film crew documents reactions 
to it, making this a film 
within a film. 

One of the group, John, is a 
wheelchair user. During a pub 
scene he tells a tale of 


® There will be touch tours at 
the Olympia Fine Art & 
Antiques Fair, 17 and 19 
November. Tel: 0171-720 4000. 


® The National Gallery is 
holding a workshop for visually 
impaired people on the work of 
artist Ana Maria Pacheco, 30 
October. Tel: 0171-747 2424. 
See December DN for review. 


1. PAYBACK (Warner): | 
Mel Gibson in remake 
of Lee Marvin classic. 
2. WAKING NED (Fox 
Pathé): Comic lottery 
lunacy in Ireland. 
3. MIGHTY JOE (Buena 
Vista): Gripping gorilla 
antics for kids. 
4. PATCH ADAMS tC 
(Universal): Robin 
Williams stars as the 
laughing doctor. 
5. AMERICAN HISTORY Cr 
(EV): KKK man sees the ~ 
error of his ways. 

Chart from MIRB. 
i Closed captions - video 

includes pre-recorded 
word-for-word captions. 


debauchery which sees him 
firmly embraced as “one of the 
lads”. Ray is also keen to tell us 
that John “is no less a man” for 
using a wheelchair. 

But John is resentful that 
he can no longer “do the 
normal things”. He condenses 
his disability down to two 
points, the first being that he 
has been “reduced to pissing 
into a bag”. The second is that 
he is now impotent, as he 
“can’t come” and is called 
“useless” in bed by his wife. 
Hardly an original take on 
disabled sexuality. 

Despite these gripes, Final 
Cut is the best film I’ve seen all 
year. It has a claustrophobic 
feel and vicious humour that 
make it one for those who like 
their films intense. 


| Paula McKennell. 


An assured first performance of 
Flight by Anjali Dance 
Company bodes well for the 
future of this work. Flight is 
part of an exciting triple bill 
that Anjali is taking on tour. 
The choreography by Nicole 
Thomson-Stewart and Rhonda 
Louise Harbour pursues the 
contrasting themes of being 
airborne and giving in to 
gravity. The dancers work with 
a strong sense of line and focus. 
The reaching limbs and upward 
gazes give a wonderful 
impression of realms beyond 
the earth. This piece not only 
conveys ideas of flight, but also 
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the growing aspirations of this 
young company of learning 
disabled dancers. 

The work is performed by 
the company’s four male 
dancers. They have developed a 
degree of artistry and skill that 
is a delight to see and a credit 
to the hard work they have all 
put in. A successful lottery bid 
has placed Anjali on the road 
to becoming the first 
professional dance company of 
learning disabled dancers in the 
country. 

This new addition to an 
already impressive programme 
proves that no one need give in 
to limitations. Even without 
wings you can fly. 

Anjali will be on the Isle of 
Wight on 1 December and in 
Bournemouth on 3 December. 
Tel: (01295) 251909. 


Anjali in action: the dancers work with a sense of line and focus 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


Kangoo Conversion 


The new Renault Kangoo with 4 seats and generous 
58” internal headroom from only £13,347. 


Renault Kangoo, Peugeot Expert, Mercedes Vito, Ford Courier and 
Nissan Cargo wheelchair accessible vehicles. 


Other equipment for disabled drivers and passengers includes: hand controls, 
left foot accelerators, infra-red steering spinners, ramps and hydraulic lifts, 
wheelchair hoists, swivel seats, information and advice. 

For a no obligation demonstration, literature or further information on this or 
any of our other vehicles contact: 


POYNTING CONVERSIONS 


FARADAY ROAD, CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST., 


SALISBURY SP2 7NR 


TEL: 01722 336048 FAX: 01722 416241 
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ne of the most interesting 
O new products at this year’s 
Independent Living show was 
the Rifton chair, which has a 
tilt-in-space facility. You can 
alter the chair for growth or if 
there is a change in disability. 
The mobility base and tray are 
easy to fit — you can do it with 
one hand if necessary — and 
that can be a help if you’re 
trying to hold your child at the 
same time. £150-£700, depend- 
ing on the fittings you require. 
Tel: 0800-387 457. 

Delichon is now able to 
produce its Foam Karve 
cushions on site. Models vary 
from a seat cushion with 
minimal adaptions to a fully 
supportive seat, and on-site 
assessment is a definite plus. 
Cushions can be fitted into a 
range of seating, including 
wheelchairs. Delichon also 
installs the cushion into its own 
range of three-wheeled 
all-terrain buggies. £200-£500 
for a single cushion, while the 
all-terrain buggy is about £350. 

Delichon was also displaying 
the Recaro car seat, which has 
been crash-tested with good 
results. This colourful seat 
comes in three sizes and is 
priced at about £450. 

Tel: (01725) 519405. 

The CareFlex stand 

attracted my attention with its 


DN’s experts found a smattering 
of new products at Wembley’s 
Independent Living show 


Fun colours: CareFlex’s handling belt and Spectrum Waterchair 


fun, coloured Comfykids 
handling belts, which are useful 
for all sorts of activities, 
including walking and 
cycling. They are £18.50 each 
(plus VAT). 

Also from CareFlex is the 
Hydrobelt, which comes in red, 


1) 
UK Ltd 


MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH QUALITY COMFORT WHEELCHAIRS 
1 CLIFTON ROAD * HALESOWEN * WEST MIDLANDS * B62 SHB 
TEL: 0121 561 1015 Fax: 0121 602 2889 


° Extreme comfort 
* Excellent posture support 
* Power driven/Self-propelling 
* Tilt ’n space powered 
or manual 
* Fully reclining back rest 
* Elevating leg rests 
* Paediatric and adult sizes 
* Built in pressure relief 
* Tailored to your 
requirements 
* Full range of adaptations 
* Pommel, therasic support 
headrests 


All you will ever need from a wheelchair, 
guaranteed. 


Freephone: 0800 056 8759 


[_] Please send me a full information pack 


[_] Please call me to arrange a free home demonstration 


Name: 


Address: & FS oF Oe eee 


a 


Post code: 


Telephone Now ser aes 


DN11/99 


Disabilitywow November 1999 


blue or yellow and can be used 
in the swimming pool, bath 

or shower. It is made of a 
non-slip material, giving good 
control and some buoyancy. 
Prices are £30, £35 and £40 
(plus VAT). 

The company was also 
showing its Spectrum 
Waterchair, an armchair for 
children with pressure 
problems. The chair comes in 
very bright zoo fabric and costs 
£865-£905 (plus VAT and 
freight). Tel: 0800-018 6440. 


Jane Joester is therapy 
manager at Meldreth Manor 
School, Hertfordshire. 


The Tray-Tech shower 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


espite the size of this year’s 


Independent Living show, 

I couldn’t actually find many 
truly new mobility products. 
But, with Naidex and the 
Mobility Roadshow only just 
gone, that is not altogether 
surprising, I suppose. 

However, Sunrise Medical’s 
Allround 615 is new and a bit 
different. It is a rigid-frame, 


See red: the Allround 615 


high-performance wheelchair 
with a curvy rather than 
angular frame. Rigid chairs 
usually have adjustable wheel 
bases that change the chair’s 
centre of gravity to make them 
longer and more stable or 
shorter and less stable. The 
Allround has a fixed wheel 
base, and stability and 
manoeuvrability are altered by 
moving the seat unit. From 
£1,349. Tel: (01384) 446688. 
The Ability Flex by Cyclone 
is a personal gym that enables 
you to remain in your own 


ew from the Coopers 

Nee Twinseal 
storage jars have easily opened 
snap-top lids. The jars are 
made of shatterproof material 
and are clear for easy identifi- 
cation of food. They come ina 
range of sizes and cost from 
£2.39 to £3.39 (plus VAT). 
Tel: (01384) 446622. 

‘Tray-Tech’s Kensington 
shower tray is designed to 
allow easy access on foot or in 
a wheeled shower chair, and the 
sliding door gives maximum 
space for showering. It can be 
adapted to fit your bathroom. 
£785 (plus VAT) including 
assembly. Tel: (01226) 710300. 

The RNIB’s Gripper clocks, 
available in lime green and 
vibrant red, are not new, but 
they are good for people who 
are visually impaired. They 
have big numbers and bold 
hands and, with their three 
suction pads, they can be stuck 


It is more compact than similz 
systems and is also cheaper at 
£1,495. Tel: 0500-434 493. 
The Excello from Gerald 
Simonds has a powered 
tilt-in-space facility and 
reclining mechanism that can 
be operated by user or 
attendant. The other good 


More modern: the Excello 


news is that the chair is less 
institutional in appearance 
than other wheelchairs. From 
£2,670. Tel: (01296) 380200. 

I think Independent Living 
lived up to its description as 
the “largest event in the 
rehabilitation calendar”. The 
exhibition spanned two large 
halls and covering the whole 
thing involved a lot of walking. 
I think many people would 
have appreciated a bit more 
seating dotted around. 

The show also had a 
seminar programme, which is 
great idea. It’s just a shame 
that it still tends to be 
dominated by professionals, | 
when it could be providing free| 
and vital information for 
disabled consumers. 


| Julie O’Keeffe is a freelance 
| occupational therapist. 


on to all kinds of 
surfaces and 
» taken wherever | 


SoS 0345-023153.) 
Ashdale Healthcare made its} 
debut at the show. It supplies a 
wide range of disability 
products and now has 25 stores 
dotted across the country, 
where you can buy direct, get 
advice or arrange a home 
demonstration. 

The company has also 
launched a website where you — 
can find information on 
equipment including stairlifts, 
bath aids and other everyday 
items. Soon you will also be 
able to buy products viathe | 
website. Tel: (01484) 402288, or 
visit the website at 
www.ashdale-healthcare.co.uk | 


} 


Tara Flood is an 
information officer at the 


Royal Association for 
Disability and 
Rehabilitation. 
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4 Autumn ‘leaves 
are falling and so 
are our prices! 


a 
a 
ose 


FIAT FIORINO i wu 
standard floor and 1 P 
lowered floor versions 4 


WHY WAIT FOR A GRANT? 
GET OUT AND ABOUT WITH A QUALITY USED CONVERTED VEHICLE! 


CALL NOW FOR DETAILS OF OUR FULL RANGE OF NEW VEHICLES 
AND OUR HIGH QUALITY RANGE OF PREMIER USED VEHICLES, 


MERCEDES VITO & V CLASS VW TRANSPORTER 


The new freedom 


“A universal new way 
rane | range from universal. 


to enjoy your freedom” 


SALES HOTLINE: 0845 7413348 = 


Universal Mobility Ltd. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 ILL 
Tel: 01484 400795 © Fax: 01484 400796 @ Website: www.unimob.co.uk 
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any manufacturers 
| \ / and suppliers took 
the opportunity to 


launch new products this 
autumn at Communication 
Matters, the largest UK 
exhibition of equipment and 
software for people with 
severe Communication 
difficulties. It was an ideal 
chance to find out what is 
state of the art now and what 
will be on the market in the 
next few months. 

Cambridge Adaptive 
Communication (CAC) now 
invites users to “Speak with 
Style”, having employed a 
team of British designers to 
give its new communication 
aid, the Cameleon3 
(below), a snazzier 
look: it is 
available in 
dazzling 
shades of 
orange, 
lime 
and 
purple. 
Quite 


apart 


from 
its appearance, the 
Cameleon3 has lots 
going for it. It comes with a 
choice of vocabulary packages, 
“smart house” control via the 


“GEWA prog” and an 
extended battery life. Having 
won the Computerworld 
Smithsonian Award for 
visionary use of computer 
technology in its Cameleon 
CV express, CAC is clearly 
looking for awards with the 
Cameleon3. £5,850 (plus 
VAT). Tel: (01223) 264244. 
Sunrise Medical are 
launching a new “Dyna”. 
Following Dynavox and 
Dynamyte, we now have 
Dynamo (right), which is a 
small (slightly smaller than 
Dynamyte), light (1.8lbs), 
digitised speech device with a 
black 


and 

ie white 
dynamic 
screen display. It 
has 30 minutes 
of digitised 
speech, a variety 
of access 
methods using 
between one and 
48 locations and 
— built-in 
A infrared 


controls. It 
looks 
durable and is easily 
portable. The Dynamo is now 
being sold in America but 
won't be on sale here until the 
end of the year. 

Launch price is £1,450, but 


High-tech talk 


Independent consultant Janet Larcher highlights the new 
products on show at the Communication Matters exhibition 


standard price 
will be £1,650 (plus VAT). 
Tel: (01384) 446688. 

TechTalk and TechSpeak 
are light and inexpensive 
devices which are now being 
supplied by Techcess. Both 
devices claim to be waterproof 
and very robust — in support of 
this claim Techcess was willing 
to throw them on to a tiled 
floor. TechTalk has eight 
locations and is available in 6, 8 
or 12 levels, giving 48, 64 or 96 
messages each of either 4.5 or 9 
seconds’ duration. £335-£750 
(plus VAT). TechSpeak has 32 
locations and comes with 2, 4 


‘hotline: 


0207-619 7317 


(NB: voucher offer only. 
available to individual 
subscribers, not 


professional or overseas) 


| enclose a cheque for £ 


New to DN - gift vouchers 


To give a subscription: 


2 * message being 2.5 or 4.5 


www.cricksoft.com/cefl, 
tel: (01604) 671691. 

Widget Software was 
showing an enhanced version 
of its Writing with Symbols 
2000, which is now switch 
accessible and makes it much 
easier to create communicatio! 
grids. From £160 (plus VAT). 

The company was also 
showing a symbol-based e-ma: 
program which will open up 


or 6 levels with each 


seconds. £375-£750 
(plus VAT) depending 
on the options 
% selected. The 
company also 
has a wide 
range of 
switches, and its 
new frog design was 
attracting a great deal of 


attention. this method of communicatior 
Tel: (01455) 213708. to an even wider audience. Th 
AbilityNet showed how program was developed as par 


of a European initiative and is 
unlikely to be available until th 
new year. Tel: (01926) 885303. 


there is now a much wider 
range of light, portable, touch 
screen computers capable of 
being used as 
communication 
aids. 

The Fujitsu 
Point 1600 
requires little 
pressure with 
the small “pen” 
provided or a 
fingernail, yet 
will not be 
triggered by the 
soft part of the 
finger. £1,955 (plus 
VAT). 

The Norand Penkey is an 
industrial-specification 
computer that responds to 
normal finger touch. It has a 
12v power supply, so it can be 
charged from the cigar lighter 
in a car or from two batteries. 
From £2,599 (plus VAT). 

There are also Windows CE 


Liberator launched the 


AXS1600 (above), which is 
available now, and showed the 
Sidekick (below), which should 
be in the UK around the end of 
the year. | 
The AXS is a full Windows 
98 portable Fujitsu computer 
which can be purchased with a 
choice of two communication 


... Which includes a donation of £ 


Please fill out the recipient’s details below, write a cheque for 
£16 or £31, cut out the coupon and pop it in the post to the 
address given below. 


| would like to subscribe: 


Please fill out your details below, tick the rate, write a cheque, 
cut out the coupon and pop it in the post to the address given 
below. 


Please make cheques payable to Disability Now. 
Send to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 OBR. 


Rates: 


Those on means-tested benefits 


income support, housing benefit, 
council tax exemption, 


FREE [QQ 


disability working allowance, 


Individual athome address 1 year £16 s job seekers allowance 
(please include proof of entitlement — documentation 
2 years £31 O showing name of claimer and benefit type) 
Professional/organisation 1year £25 gy : 
pruitinie-copy rates are as follows: 
2 copies £44, 3 copies £66, 4 copies £80, 
2years £49 fe) 5 copies £100, 6 copies £120, 7 copies £140. 
8 copies £160, 9 copies £180, 10-50 copies £200 
Overseas (airmail) 1 year £30 Ge) 51-100 copies £225, 101-150 copies £250 


% 


a = a as oe 
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computers available in palmtop 
or standard portable size, but 
which are much lighter in 
weight than other portables. 
They have the added advantage 
of being able to boot up much 
more quickly and have a better 
battery life than full Windows 
computers. 

AbilityNet, tel: (01684) 
563684. 

Crick Software has launched 
a resources area on its website. 
It is intended as a place to share 
Clicker3 grids on 
communication and literacy 
rather than each Clicker 
software user inventing the 
same thing — Clicker is an 
adaptable on-screen keyboard 
with speech function. To get 
the area started, Crick Software 
has funded a teacher to develop 
a range of useful support 
materials. She has also been 
involved in the development of 
two CD ROM-based 
multimedia programs, Picture 
Dictionary and Nursery 
Rhymes, both of which do 
more than their names might 
suggest. Website: 


packages — one based on word 
prediction and the other being 
the Vanguard 


Communication 
Aid software. The AXS is 
lighter (5.5 Ibs) and smaller 
than the Vanguard and is 
easier to put on a wheelchair. 
£4,160-£6,410 (plus VAT), 
depending on the options 
selected. 

Sidekick is a mini Alpha 
Talker. It has four levels of 
vocabulary, each with 24 
locations and all switch 
accessible. The device has 
11.5 minutes of recorded 
speech and comes with either 
the LLL or Unity Minspeak 
vocabulary packages. 

Tel: (01476) 550391. 


Fun and games 33 


| SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 
iif m, Just when your com- 

p munication skills get 
| the green light, something 
| gets in the way and you 
"| can’t get your words out. 
| You are full of creative energy 
that you can’t express. 
_| Work on your ideas before 
| presenting them to others. 


cw tors 


'DN’s crossword 


By DN’s 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 
The full moon on the 23rd 
may halt your risk taking. 

You should rely on your wits 

rather than luck. Inspiration 

could come from a loved one. 

CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
This month starts with 
renewed vigour. Don’t 

push it; you could run yourself 

down. Keep healthy and calm, 
and you can make headway. 


sponsored by 


| 
i 


ACROSS 

1,8. Oral disability (6,10) 

4. Shakespearean heroine (6) 

8. See 1 across 

11. Burdened (5) 

12. Raise (7) 

13. Nickname for the United 
States (5,3) 

16. Lump or blockage (4) 

17. Hut (4) 

19. Small pieces of coloured 
paper (8) 

21. Chair, for example (4) 

22. Fireplace recess (5) 

24. Dim or foggy (8) 

25. Synthetic material (5) 


Answers on page 26 


ipa bro 


DOWN 


1. Cause to overflow (5) 

2. Classical hero (10) 

3. Closing sequence of notes 
or chords (7) 

5. Part of a doorway (6) 

6. Bar of metal (5) 

7. Unicellular creature (6) 

9. Small rural village (6) 

10. Fergie’s older daughter (8) 

13. Not used (7) 

14. Division or part (7) 

15. Herb used for tea (4) 

18. Hesitate or object (5) 

20. In good time (5) 

23. In addition (3) 


AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 
wr Work is getting you down. 
‘VW If someone blocks your 
plans it won’t help to argue. 
Friends are on your side and 
work will sort itself out in time. 
PISCES (20 Feb-20 Mar) 

You can now further 
x your career plans. With 
firm foundations, your ideas 
can be fullfilled. Don’t rely on 
others though; it’s up to you. 
ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 

You’re in argumentative 

mood. If you don’t get 
your own way at work you'll 
try to make up for it at home, 
and vice versa. Appreciate other 


, 


With the knowledge that I can 
party with the best of ’em 
firmly documented in previous 
columns, I thought it time to let 
you in on another daredevil 
activity I enjoy. “Rock climbing?” 
No. “Bungee jumping?” No. 
Something with far greater 
potential for mayhem and 
danger — child minding. 

I couldn’t refuse a friend’s 
recent grovelling. With brain 
switched off, I agreed to look 
after her girls for a day. Now I 
love them like my own, but I 
could still feel them dusting 
off their mischief kits; an 
unnerving sensation. 


people’s points of view. 
TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 
Take up exercise. If you 
give your body a workout 
you may find your mind clears 
too so you can make clear 
decisions about your future. 
GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 
The moon opposes your 
sign on the 23rd. This 
should make you act, so take 
your partner’s advice on board. 
Don’t overtax yourself; there’s 
time to take your plans forward. 
CANCER (23 June-23 July) 
60 Keep your cool and you 
could influence people 
this month. Don’t charge in like 


Candid Dan 


DN’s mischief maestro Dan Batten 
is used to causing chaos. But 
this time he’s at the sharp end of 
some real pros 


Sarah and Claire are eight 
and twelve, respectively. I 
steeled myself for the big day 
with a world record length 
sleep and a trip to Safeways to 
empty their Jaffa cake stock. 

The girls love their “uncle” 
Dan and never give me any 
problems. Housemate “uncle” 
Graham, however, is usually a 
target for torment. 

It may be due to his 
Victorian ideas of child care: 
fun tasks like chimney cleaning 
and floor scrubbing. His 
resemblance to a large bouncy 
castle might be a factor too. 

Breakfast at the café started 


a bull in a china shop. Your 
superiors are already listening. 
LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 
You’re in the boss’s eye, so 
don’t wind them up if you 
want to avoid hassles. Vitamins 
or exercise would help you now. 
VIRGO (24 Aug- 23 Sept) 
You have the energy to 
be influential. Your boss 
is listening and loved ones will 
not hinder you. Stick to what’s 
tried and tested. 
LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 
Love is in the air, but be 
careful not to scare it 
away. Your romantic dream may 
come true in an unusual way. 


well. They ate their food 
without a hint of mischief, but I 
was convinced that something 
was brewing. I was right. 

Back outside, they struck. 
An apple on the ground caught 
Claire’s eye and struck Graham’s 
forehead in rapid succession, 
followed by a further barrage. 
The floodgates opened as little 
sister joined in. 

No momentum lost, our 
living room turned into a 
wrestling ring with the girls’ 
tag team defeating their larger 
opponent in style. I knew 
children could bring pleasure. 

At last they were taken away. 
I felt a pang of sadness as the 
girls said goodbye. Worryingly, 
it gets me thinking about 
fatherhood. A scarier prospect 
than watching The Shining in 
the dark? You bet! 


Christmas Is Coming! 


Robin red breast: 
designed by Louise 
Evans, 

aged 8. 


and costs £1.99. 


This Christmas, DN is offering readers the 
opportunity to purchase Christmas cards 
and Scope 2000 diaries. 


Designed by a former Ingfield Manor School 
pupil, the Robin card comes in packs of 5 and 
costs only £1.25 per pack. 


The Scope 2000 diary features a week-per-page, 
comes in a dark blue colour with gold corners 


34 Share your problems 


= Jove and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


m advice and support 


Who better to help you? Ann Darnbrough is director of the National Information Forum 
and co-author of the Directory for Disabled People and other guides. Write to her at 


Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW or e-mail editor@disabilitynow. org.uk 


How do | spice up my sex life? 


It always seems to me that good sex is only for fairly athletic 
people and, as a disabled woman, that just isn’t me. In fact, ’'m 
really rather limited physically speaking. But how I'd love to 
have more fun in my sex life. My partner, who is able-bodied, 
doesn’t seem to mind; in fact, he seems happy to have fairly 
short sessions, then rolls over and goes to sleep. I have 
considered using sex aids to enhance our fun, but I’d be 
embarrassed to go into a sex shop and wouldn’t know what to 
buy. The catalogues are just too “porny” and make me feel 
thoroughly inferior with all those perfectly shaped women 
around. What can I do? 

Sheila, Wolverhampton 
Don’t you believe that good sex is only for the young and 
vigorous. In films, sex is usually depicted as an athletic activity 
for honed bodies, but this is nowhere near the truth for the 
majority of people. 

Sex aids can be useful and you might find the Sex Ware 
catalogue is just what you need. It is produced by the Family 
Planning Association and describes aids in a non-sensational 
way. Vibrators could be useful for you. They come in an amazing 
range of colours and can be placed on sensitive areas of the 
body. They are useful if hand function is impaired. 

Take time to discover the erotic areas of your bodies with 
gentle massage, and the erotic areas of your minds with gentle 
words — in no time at all, you will have persuaded your partner 
that this fun activity is worth spending time on. 

Oh, and don’t forget to turn the lights down low before you 
snuggle down — you need the right atmosphere as well. 


Home alone 


I live in sheltered 
accommodation and we have 
two wardens. However, they 
are away a lot and we are left 
alone. There are never any 
stand-in wardens and any 
requests we might have go 
through to a neighbouring 
town on an intercom. 

We are all elderly and 
disabled in some way and I am 
afraid that one day someone 
will die or have an accident in 
the wardens’ absence. Surely 
this isn’t right? How can a 
Christian-based organisation 
play Russian roulette with 
people’s lives like this and get 
away with it? 

Joy, Gloucestershire 
I can understand how difficult 
it must be for residents to be 
left alone in your situation. 

I have made a few enquiries 
and have learned that it is not 
unusual nowadays for there to 
be no resident warden. The 
important issue is response 
time — how quickly can help 
arrive? Local wardens will have 
an area manager and it is 


e 140° knee flexion affords the wearer increased 
range of movement making actions such as kneeling 
easier and more comfortable 


e Stanceflex design cushions heel strike and provides 


ate feeling 


1 stance 


uit the 


osthetist or 


Writing lessons 


I am a student support assistant employed by Henley College in 
Coventry, which runs courses for students with learning 


difficulties. I wonder if there are any like-minded students or 
colleges in different parts of the country who would enjoy 
corresponding with our students to share ideas and stories? 
Contact Gina Clarke, Student Services, Henley College, Henley 
Road, Bell Green, Coventry CV2 1ED. a 


important to find out (if you 
don’t know already) the name 
of that person. You could then 
ask him or her to meet with the 
residents to explain the 
response time and, hopefully, 
put their minds at rest. 

If you would like to discuss 
your concerns with someone 
first, I suggest you phone the 
Elder Abuse Response line. 


Where to turn? 


I just don’t know what to do. 
I am disabled and my wife is an 
alcoholic. My teenage daughter 
is suffering so much from 
watching her mother and 
coping with me that she, too, is 
turning to drink. Please help. 
Thomas, London 
I am sorry to hear of your 
problems with your wife’s 
alcoholism and the fear that 
your daughter may be going 
down the same path. 

I think you would find help 
at Al-Anon, which runs groups 
for families and friends of 
problem drinkers. It also has 
books which you may find 
helpful. Your daughter could 
get help and support from 
Alateen, a group associated 
with Al-Anon for young people 
affected by a problem drinker. 
O@OCOSOOOSSCHOCEOO 


140° Flexion ESK 


Endolite’s new Endo Stabilised Knee 
incorporates many enhanced features for 
improved function and reduced maintenance 


= @elIN= 


Underwear help 


Having suffered a stroke and 
lost the use of an arm, I am 
finding it terribly difficult to 
get a suitable bra which fits and 
is comfortable. I need one 
which you can put over your 
head or step into. I have tried 
Sloggi and Marks and Spencer 
sports bras, but I am heavy 
busted and these have no uplift. 
If there is anyone who has a 
supplier of suitable bras, I 
would love to know. 

Mrs MC, Cornwall 
I do not know of a particular 
make, but I suggest you contact 
Rosemary Ruston of the 
Disabled Living Foundation. 
She is available on Mondays 
and Wednesdays and I am sure 
she will have just the right 
answer for you. 


@ The SexWare catalogue is 
available free from FP Sales, 
Mail Order Dept, PO Box 883, 
Oxford OX4 5NT. 

@ Al-Anon Family Groups 
and Alateen, 61 Great Dover 
Street, London SE1 4YE 
helpline, tel: 020 7403 0888. | 
@ Disabled Living Foundation, 
380-384 Harrow Road, London 
W9 2HU, tel: 0171-289 6111 
(Rosemary Ruston), helpline: 
0870-603 9177. | 
@ Elder Abuse Response | 
(10am-4.30pm), freephone: 
0808-808 8141. 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! - 


DN’s telephone counsellor || 
Lin Berwick can give || 
disabled people and carers |) 
advice and support on || 
personal and spiritual ; 
problems. Disabled herself, — 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic — 
counsellor and Methodist _ 
local preacher, and has a 
postgraduate diploma in 
homeopathic medicine. 

Talk to her on (01787) 

882111 on Mondays 
6pm-10pm and Thursdays 
1pm-Spm. 


DN linage 


Z LZ 

Y VISUALLY IMPAIRED students in fur- 
ther/higher education interested in help- 
g to produce an exciting newsletter for 
students? Choose your role — research, 
writing or editing. Contact Sue Ball, 8 
Bridge Road, Bilston, West Midlands 
Wv14 8LA, tel: (01902) 354287. 


1AM INTERESTED in hearing from dis- 
abled women or women with a disabled 
child, who have been the victim of 
domestic violence. I am undertaking 
some research which I hope will benefit 
disabled women. Please contact me, 
David Taylor, Community Fieldworker, 
Scope, 394 Victoria Avenue East, Blackley, 
Manchester M9 2HZ, tel: 0161-688 1000. 


1AM DOING a degree project on the viabil- 
ity of the MS Society using the “social 
model” of disability to guide its work. I 
will be running focus groups around the 
country and want to hear from people 
with MS who are not connected to the 
MS Society. Please contact Joanna Ridley, 
MS Society, 25 Effie Road, Fulham, 
London SW6 1EE. Tel: 0171-610 7175. 


° Wheelchairs 


CTM 4-WHEEL SCOOTER. Many features, 
as new, hardly used. Absolute bargain at 
£1,100. Tel: (07880) 705829. 


RASCAL 3-WHEEL SCOOTER. New batteries, 
vec. £550. Tel: (01344) 454895 (Bracknell). 


VESSA POWERCHAIR IN vec. £500. Tel: 
(01322) 402662 (evenings only). 


LEGEND POWERED CHAIR, as new. £485 
ono. Tel: 0181-760 0542 (mornings only). 


STORM ELECTRIC CHAIR, Recaro seat, 
electric posture adjustment, elevated leg 
rests etc, puncture proof tyres. One year 
old. £4,000 ono. Tel: (01425) 655213. 


CELEBRITY 4 FREEWAY scooter. As new, 
used 4 times. £1,250. Tel: (01784) 256330. 


SUNRISE POWERTEC F50 outdoor electric 
wheelchair. Vgc, £1,450 ono. Tel: 
(01834) 861711 (Pembrokeshire). 


REA COMFORT WHEELCHAIR, manual, tilt- 
in-space, upholstered. Used once, as new. 
Cost £2,100 in Sept ’98, will accept 
£1,000. Tel: 0181-529 7934. 


VESSA VITESSE MK3, electric wheelchair, 
kerb climbers, green tyres, gel batteries, 
front table. Immaculate, £950. Tel: 
(01777) 705967. 


PERMOBIL CHAIR WITH leather seat, alu- 
minium wheels and J2 cushion. Good 
condition. £2,100 ono. Owner collects. 
Tel: 0181-207 6218. 


BARONMEAD STAIR CLIMBER. Suitable for 
child up to 13 years. Cost £2,000, free to 
anyone who will collect. Tel: (01444) 
484350 (West Sussex). 


AVON LOWLINE SHOWER unit shell in 
champagne, plus custom-built wheel-in 
shower chair. £200. Tel: (01442) 863203. 


DOUBLE ADJUSTABLE BED, Sft, vgc. 
Worth £2,500, will take £1,200 ono. No 
time wasters. Tel: 0956-340 563. 


RISER ARMCHAIR, VGC. £100. Tel: 0181- 
504 9155. 


SMALL SYMMETRI-KIT orthopaedic arm- 
chair. Fully adjustable and multi- 
position. Vgc, £450. Tel: (01873) 812073. 


BATH BUBBLE, AS NEW. Bought in Oct 
°98 at Millers. £400. Tel: (01924) 402070. 


COMBAT KITTEN TRICYCLE, suitable for 
child aged 4-7. Good condition, £150 
ono. Tel: (01952) 610746. 


CHILDS HANDS-FREE walker, David Hart 
type. Seldom used, suit child aged 3-7. 
Excellent condition. Cost £1,000, accept 
£200 ono. Tel: 0115-974 3865. 


BZA 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT, C REG, 51k miles. 
£1,800 ono. Tel: (01865) 775465. 


ELAP PASSENGER SWIVEL seat for 
Cavalier/Astra HK 3/4. Vgc, £150. Tel 
(01283) 711394. 


FORD ESCORT 1.4, 11k miles, Constables 
car chair for front passenger. Used 5 
times. £5,900 ono. Tel: (01275) 843114. 


ELAP ROTATING SEAT, passenger side, 
double sliding. To fit Ford Escort Mk5. 
£350. Tel: (01909) 474193. 


ESCORT ESTATE WITH Elap rotate and 
slide passenger seat plus electric hoist 
for wheelchair. M reg, 22k miles. 
Immaculate condition. £4,500 ono. Tel: 
0113-232 9961. 


NISSAN VERSA VANETTE, P reg, 1996, 
diesel, wheelchair accessible, MOT, 36k 
miles. £7,500. Tel: (07957) 371081 (Herts). 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat for Vauxhall 
Astra, almost new. Any offers? Tel: 
(01254) 235529. 


VW CARAVELLE M REG, June 95, petrol, 
2.5 auto, pas, tail lift, electric windows 
and mirrors. MOT June 2000, 62k miles, 
excellent condition. £13,750. Tel: (01275) 
892189. 


NISSAN VERSA VANETTE, 1996, ramp and 
winch. 12 month MOT, 30k miles. Vgc, 
£7,750. Tel: (01274) 596335 (South Yorks). 


NISSAN PRAIRIE MK2 LX, auto, G reg, 
Brotherwood conversion, MOT Jan 
2000, excellent condition. £8,250. Tel: 
(01279) 723457. 


VW TRANSPORTER 1986, type 3 converted 
with bench seat/bed, roof vent and win- 
dows. New engine and exhaust system. 
Ideal for fitting ramps. Immaculate con- 
dition. £3,300. Tel: (01279) 850437 
(Bishops Stortford). 


tel: 0171-619 7329, fax: 0171-619 7331, 


minicom: 0171-619 7332, 
e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


CHAIRMAN PARTNER, 1.4, 1998, R reg, 
fsh, dark blue, only 8k miles. Modified 
by Gowrings including lowering sus- 
pension, ramp, electric belts. Good con- 
dition, electric front windows, pas. 
£12,000 ono. Tel: (01442) 247230 (Hemel 
Hempstead). 


¢ Clothing 


AA 


DRESSES, SKIRTS, JACKETS, jumpers. 


Sizes 30-32, suitable for wheelchair 
users. Nearly new. Tel: (01396) 615546 
(Downpatrick). 


¢ Accommodatio 


WHEELCHAIR USER’S BUNGALOW. 
North Yorkshire village, 2/3 bedrooms (1 
with special shower and toilet), central 
heating, well stocked easy garden. 
£95,000. Tel: (01947) 896307. 


« Wanted — 


PUSHCHAIR/BUGGY WANTED for eleven- 
year-old child. Tel: (01442) 401400. 


BRADSHAW BOWLS BUGGY wanted, in 
good condition. Collection arranged. 
Tel: 0115-925 1030. 


* Personal 


DISABLED MALE, 50, witm a lady who is 
indifferent to my disability. I like most 
things in life but wltm that special girl for 
fun and romance. Come on, take a 
chance and write. Box No. 424 


MALE, 51, WISHES to get to know a Bird 
of Paradise who has had her wings 
clipped and/or undercarriage failure. 
Looking forward to hearing from you. 
Box No. 425 


KIND, CARING MAN, 34, with cp, looking 
for a longterm relationship with a 
woman who is independent and enjoys 
life to the full. ’'m a mature student 
studying computing, and enjoy the coun- 
tryside, travel, music (pop, jazz, soul) 
and love animals. Eating out, cosy nights 
in and children are most welcome. 
Box No. 426 


GAY GUY, 47, slim build, friendly and 
easy going. Seeks mates, hopefully for a 
special relationship. Into music, travel, 
socialising etc. Own home, car, and am 
solvent and working. All replies wel- 
come. Box No. 427 


INTELLIGENT AND SINGLE male, 31, deaf 
and with cp seeks non-smoking female 
29-32, looking for friendship/relationship 
and love. I enjoy the pub, cinemas, holi- 
days and computers. Please respond with 
a photograph of yourself. Box No. 428 


ACTING, CARING MR AVERAGE, 32, wheel- 
chair user. I enjoy socialising, eating out, 
pubs and travel. I wltm Ms Average, 25- 
35, with similar interests for friendship/ 
romance. Box No. 429 


if 

NERVOUS LADY, 45, lonely, depressed, 
divorced, looking for man of similar cir- 
cumstances, 48-56, for happy times 
together. NE Somerset. Box No. 430 


Classified 35 


INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DISABLED PEOPLE 
3rd DECEMBER 1999 
Taking disabled youth issues into the Millennium. 


An integration event. Everyone Welcome: Children, Youth, and Adults. 
12.00 noon EXHIBITION AND LIBRARY EXTRAVAGANZA 


Beckton Library, The Beckton Globe, 1 Kingsford Way, E6 5JQ. 
Featuring: Theatrical Workshops, Exhibition - Disabled Youth 


2.00 pm DANCE PERFORMANCE BY PUPILS 


Beckton School, Tollgate Road, London, E16 3LQ. 
Featuring: Partnership with Magpie Dance Company. 
Workshops for all, followed by a short performance. 


4.00 pm INTRODUCTION TO SPORT 


Newham Leisure Centre, Prince Regent Lane, Plaistow, E13 8SD. 
Featuring: Introduction to: swimming, aerobics in the 
pool, trampoline; fitness suite. 
Start Times 4:00 pm, 5.00 pm, 6.00 p.m, 7.00 p.m. 


7.00 pm INFORMING DECISION-MAKERS 


Newham Town Hall, Main Hall, Barking Road, East Ham, E6 
Featuring: Launch of Concerns of Youth 
Informing Decision-makers and Question Time 
Disability Discrimination Act and Entertainment. 


Telephone 0181 557 8832 voice or minicom to book your place. 
All venues accessible 


In Partnership with the Newham Youth Parliament. 
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° For sale (continued o1 


The ideal Christmas present for your loved ones is 


WARM FEET with FLEECE SOCKS 


Made from world famous AES 
Non-elasticated. Two lengths. No chafe seams for total comfort. 
Ankle and calf lengths in either deep blue, dark green, black or grey. 
Warmer, thicker Polartec 300: £11.99 pair ankle socks, 
£13.99 pair calf length socks, including FREE delivery. 
Calf the Order and Information Line on 01253 838880 


Please send cheque with your order made out to: 
Island Gien Marketing Limited. Glasdon House, Clarke Street, 
Poulton-le-Fylde Industrial Estate. 
Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancashire FY6 8JW. 


Please also telephone with any special requirements 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 
Mercedes Vito 2.3, diesel, 1998 R, turquoise, 17k miles. Wheelchair pass’ sits alongside 
driver. Lowered rear floor access, Portaramp, 2 M1 tested tip up forward facing rear seats. 
Many extras £16,950 
Renault Extra 1.9, diesel, 1997 R, 20k miles, white. Lowered floor, lightweight vision style 


ramp, new conversion £8,695 
Renault Extra 1.6, diesel, 1992 K, 44k miles, red. Lowered floor, lightweight vision style 
ramp. Economical WAV £6,495 


Skoda Cube 1.6, petrol, 1999 T, delivery miles only, white. New conversion including lowered 
floor, lightweight vision style ramp. Big saving on new price at £12,995 
Citroen Berlingo 1.9, diesel, 1997 P, pas, white. Lowered floor, lightweight vision style ramp. 
New conversion £11,895 
VW Caravelle SWB 2.5, diesel, yellow. Side entry, under floor pull out ramp £13,795 
Fiat Scudo 1.9, diesel, 1998 S, white. New lowered floor conversion with lightweight vision 
style ramp £14,299 
Fiat Fiorino 1.7, diesel, 1994 L, white. Lowered floor, winch, lightweight vision style ramp £6,995 
Renault Kangoo 1.8, diesel, 1998 R, white. New lowered floor conversion £12,995 


All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 


95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 
ler 1eagles Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a 
classified advertisement (not Personal adverts). Write clearly in block 
capitals. Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space 
in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


EXAMPLE OF standard linage advert. 
Cost: £5.50 per line. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 
semi-display linage advert. Cost: £5.50 
per line plus £10. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 


box linage advert. Cost: £5.50 per line 
plus £20. Tick box below. 
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| Choose an advert style from far right. Send this coupon with your name, address, Continue on a separate sheet ifnecessary  (_) Standard linage advert - 
| daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to O ero yh gh 


Ee rae 


| Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


| DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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¢ Holidays 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


WYE 
VALLEY 
Glorious valley & river views, 3 acre gardens, 
3 lounges & conservatory. T.V./Radio all 
rooms. Menu choices. Physio, hairdresser. 
MINIBUS OUTINGS TO TINTERN, SYMOND’S 
YAT ETC. - TAKES WHEELCHAIRS - CAN ALSO 
COLLECT/RETURN TO YOUR HOME. 

Xmas entertainment programme. Rates from 

£245/weck. (01594) 530581 for brochure etc. 
The Priory Res. Home, nr Tintern NPS 4TP 


Specialising in Holidays 
for Disabled People 


aote 
The Prory 
= 


Bonneuil Holiday Cottages 


— Designed for people with disabilities in mind — 
Own an idyllic holiday cottage in rural south west 
France. Bonneuil Holiday Cottages is a unique UK 

owned farmstead development project — site to 
include 6 cottages, large covered swimming pool, 
river fishing and tennis courts 

For further details contact: Bonneuil Holiday Cottages, 

53 Woodville Road, Mumbles, Swansea SA3 4AE. 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
NEAR NORWICH, NORFOLK 
Beautiful Elizabethan manor house in 11 acres 
of natural grounds. Wheelchair accessible 
throughout. Electric hoists etc. Minibus. 
Special Autumn offers available now. 
Call 01508 489324 


extension & redevelopment. 
New colour brochure 015394 45759 
email: lindeth howe@kencompnet 


5 Star self catering cottages on animal park in 
North Wales. Fully wheelchair accessible with 
all services for disabled people, 2 miles from 
the beach. Three quaters hour drive from 
Snowdonia National Park. 01407 711433. 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 454300. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. 
Book now for 1999. 
For more information tel: 0181 885 4974 evenings. 


ORANGE BADGE 


MACHINE S.L. 
Wheelchair Hire 
Manual & Electric Chairs 
Electronic Scooters « Walking Aids 
Bathroom & Toilet Aids 
Edificio Arco Iris, Cristian Sur, 
No 9 Ay. Penetracion, 
38650 Los Cristianos, 
Arona, Tenerife 


TEL/FAX: (0034) 922 797355 


E-mail us at orange@interbook.net 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 


Lots of villas, farmhouses, < m 

bungalows, hotels, B&B, car hire «© =O. 
with hand controls, adapted 3g ez 
vans and plenty toseeanddo. "= <2 99. 


Contact: David Player , 
Tel: 00 351 89 393636 
Fax: 00 351 89 397448 E-mail: dave@player.pt 


www.player.pt 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 

facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 

breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 

Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 

Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


wim ee anes of giorious countryside. Many DISABLED TRAVELLERS! 
on-site facilities including indoor heated pool. 
Take-away meals delivered and ealierient loan SPAS Ee v Ee NGA 


¢ Recruitment (also on pages 37, 38 & 39) 


—— SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 


Secretary/ 
Administrative Assistant 


Salary: £14,640 to £17,170 
per annum inclusive 


a 


CORPORATION 
OF LONDON 


We are looking for an enthusiastic and friendly person to give secretarial 
and administrative support to the Access Officer for people with disabilities 
and to assist two other secretaries with work for the Social Services 
Department. The successful person will work Closely with the Access 
Officer who deals with issues related to improving access for disabled 
people in the City of London. 


Applicants should be able to provide word processing (copy and audio) 
services to a high standard (at least 60 wpm) and will hold the relevant 
certificates. The post holder is required to deal with telephone calls and 
enquiries and to undertake administrative tasks such as taking notes of 
meetings and liaising with the City of London Access Group. A courteous 
and helpful manner is essential. Applicants should be able to demonstrate 
an understanding of some of the access issues faced by disabled people. 
Applications from disabled people would be particularly welcome. 

The post is for an initial contract period of two years, and may be 
renewed thereafter. 


The post is based at Guildhall close to the Docklands Light Railway 
Station, Underground stations and main bus routes. Interest-free season 
ticket loans are available plus parking for orange badge holders. 

The building has lift access and-wheelchair accessible WCs. 


Application forms and further details are available from the 

Acting Director of Social Services, Milton Court, Moor Lane, 

London EC2Y 9BL. Telephone (0207) 332 1218 or (0207) 588 4579 
(24 hour answerphone). 


The closing date for applications is Monday, 15th November 1999. 
Interviews will be held in the week beginning 29th November 1999. 


The Corporation of London is committed to equality of 
opportunities and also operates a no smoking policy. 


DIAL SHROPSHIRE 
DISABILITY ADVICE CENTRE 


MANAGER 


24hrs - £21,998pa pro rata 
(3 year fixed term contract) 


DIAL requires a dynamic and innovative person to manage and develop our 
service in the new millennium. 


If you feel you have the qualities and experience to take on this challenge, 
please send for an application form and further details from: 


DIAL Shropshire, 15 Conway Drive, Monkmoor, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY2 2UA. 
Tel: 01743 231203 (with answerphone), Fax: 01743 233272 


We particularly welcome applications from people with a disability. 
If you experience difficulty in making an application, please let us know. © 


Closing date for applications: 15 November 1999. 
Interviews will be held week commencing: 29 November 1999. 


DIAL Shropshire is an equal opportunities employer 


NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 
BOARD 


° Holidays 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
HOME WITH A HEART FOR 


available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 


3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT INSTALLED), 
CABLE TV, FREE LOCAL TELEPHONE CALLS, 
FREE COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 

24 HR 'ON CALL' MANAGEMENT COMPANY, 
15 mins ORLANDO AIRPORT. 20 mins DISNEY. 
PARAPLEGIC OWNER. 


SUE FISHER, 5 PARK LANE, 
BROUGHTON PARK, SALFORD M7 4HT. 
TEL/FAX: 0161 792 3029 


BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3. charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 


for brochure. 


ag Deadlines for classified section 
of the December issue of 
Disability Now: 
Booking deadline is 5 November 


Copy deadline is 9 November 


Lancaster City Council 


ACCESS OFFICER 


£14,766 - £19,770 
REF: VAC 47_99 


Lancaster District embraces the historic City of Lancaster, the seaside resort 
of Morecambe and extensive rural areas containing parts of two areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. Last year the City Council celebrated, with the 
Lancaster and District Access Group, the ten years of our collaboration in 
promoting improvements for access for disabled people. 


You will be committed to creating a convenient and accessible environment 
for the whole community, with particular reference to disabled people. 
You will work closely with the Lancaster and District Access Group 
promoting accessibility to buildings and facilities including those owned by 
the City Council. Your interests will also extend to mobility/access issues 
affecting other groups such as walkers and cyclists. 


You must have a good general standard of education. Qualifications or a 
background in building or planning work will be a distinct advantage. 
The ability to read drawings to scale is also an essential requirement for this post. 
In addition, it is desirable to have up to date knowledge of current legislation 
affecting the role of the Access Officer. You will also be required to address 
interest groups, elected Members and to write reports on relevant topics. Of equal 
importance is your ability to demonstrate the drive and determination necessary 
to achieve real improvements in access for affected groups. 


You will have good written communication skills and be able to work 
independently in representing the City Council in work promoting access issues. 
Experience in a similar role within local government or other public sector 
organisation will be an advantage. 

Application forms and further details are available from 
Personnel Services, Town Hall, Dalton Square, Lancaster LA1 1P]J. 
Telephone 01524 582176 for a 24 hour service. Minicom users 
telephone 01524 582175. 


Closing date: Monday 15th November 1999. 


Lancaster City Council is an Equal Opportunities Employer and for the 
health and comfort of all employees operates a no smoking policy. 


° Commercial property 


FOR SALE BY INFORMAL TENDER 


THE WHITE 
HOUSE 


MALLINSON PARK 
WOODFORD GREEN, ESSEX 


A detached vacant elderly persons home, formerly a 
substantial early 1900's private residence. 
Set in approx 3 acres of well tended gardens within a forest 
park setting of 25 acres. 
To be sold on a 60 year lease for a care/community use. 
NO RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT WILL BE CONSIDERED. 


Bids and supporting documentation to be submitted by Friday 
17th December 1999. 

For full details and tender package please contact, 

Damian Macnair, 

Valuation Consultancy, 

16 The Ridgeway, Chingford, 
London E4 6PS. 

Tel: 0181 527 5544 

Ext: 6294 


Ni 


Waltham Forest 


Want your advert to reach more people? 
Why not put your advert on DN’s website? 
To add yours, contact Richard Gresham, 
tel: 0171-619 7336, fax: 0171-619 7331. 


Disability Now is not responsible for claims made in the 
adverts it prints and all readers are advised to check 
claims with the advertisers before relying on them. 
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¢ Recruitment (also on pages 36, 38 & 39) 


THE 
CENTRE FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING 
IN GLASGOW 


requires a disabled person for the post of 


Training Co-ordinator 
NJC AP5 31-34: £19,827- £21,636 


CILiG is a dynamic and developing user-led organisation which 
provides independent living services to disabled people in and around 
Glasgow. 


The post is an exciting opportunity to co-ordinate, develop and 


deliver a variety of training programmes including training for PA { 


Employers and PAs. The successful candidate will be a highly 
motivated disabled person with at least three years experience of 
delivering Disability Equality Training. 


CILiG is committed to equal opportunities and particularly welcomes 
applications from under-represented groups (eg. Black disabled 
people, disabled Lesbians and Gay Men). 


For an application pack please contact 
Margaret Sanders: 
CILiG, 117-127 Brook Street, 
Bridgeton, Glasgow G40 3AP 
tel: 0141 550 4455, 
minicom: 0141 554 6482, 
fax: 0141 550 4858 


Closing date: 12 November 1999 
Interviews: 29 November 1999 


DEPUTY BOx 
OFFICE 


THE ROYAL OPERA 
COVENT GARDEN 


MANAGER 


The Royal Opera House, one of 

the world’s greatest lyric theatres, 

is currently undergoing a major 
redevelopment. The reopening of the 
House in December 1999 will be one of 
the country’s major millennium events. 


This presents an opportunity for an 
experienced Box Office professional 

to contribute to the building of a team 
that will be totally customer aware and 
be crafted to ensure that the Royal 
Opera House Box Office exceeds 

the best of the breed, both for 


the millennium and beyond. 


To help us create this exciting team we 
are currently seeking a highly talented 
individual to fill the role of Deputy 
Box Office Manager. 


The ideal candidate will have the 

following skills and experience: 

e Worked in an Arts related Box 
Office for at least 18 months. 

e Experience of building and managing 
effective teams. 

e A high standard of written/verbal 
English. 

e Be numerate and computer literate 
in Windows 95 and MS Excel. 

e A proven track record of providing 
the highest quality in customer 
handling skills. 

e An ability to maintain good working 
relations with people at all levels. 


If you feel that you 

can make a positive 
contribution to the Royal 
Opera House during this 
exciting time, please send 
a covering letter with full 
CV (including current 
remuneration) to: 
Rebecca Lea, 

Personnel Officer, 

Royal Opera House, 
Covent Garden, London, 
WC2E 9DD or email 
rebecca.lea@roh.org.uk 


e Experience of using an in-house 
computerised ticket production 
system preferably Venuemaster. 

e Experience of practical and financial 

The closing date administration and problem solving. 

for applications 

is Monday 

ist November 1999. 


This role involves shift work (including 
weekends). 


The Royal Opera House is an equal- 
opportunities employer and is actively 

seeking to employ people currently 
under-represented in the workplace. “Osyywe 
This includes ethnic minorities and 

people with disabilities. 


This advert and other 
Royal Opera House 
vacancies Can be found 

on our website at 
www.royaloperahouse.org 


CITY COUNCIL 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Leeds Centre for Integrated Living, Armley Grange Drive, Leeds LS12 3GQ. 
MANAGER (37 hours) Ref: D1 
SCP 34 £21,549. 


Leeds Centre for Integrated Living (LCIL) is a new initiative established jointly 
between Leeds Social Services and an Executive Committee of disabled people. 
There is commitment towards the centre having independent status by 2001. 
This post offers an exciting opportunity to work within the Independent Living 
Movement. The Manager of LCIL will develop services based on the social 
model of disability that are run by disabled people for disabled people. The aim 
of the services is to increase the choices available to disabled people and to assist 
disabled people to take control over their own lives. 
LCIL is seeking to employ a disabled person with the skills, commitment and 
vision to: : 

be responsible for the strategic management of the centre and development 

of its services. 

work in conjunction with the Management Committee to ensure the practical 

implementation of a social approach to disability. 

manage budgets and work towards securing funding. 

take responsibility for supervision, support and training of staff. 

promote principles of empowerment, equality, choice and inclusion. 
In accordance with LCIL Policy and Service Delivery Needs, it is an essential 
requirement that the person appointed is disabled. 
The Department is committed to training and developing its staff. 
Applications welcome from all, irrespective of gender, race, marital status, age 
or whether lesbian or gay. 
We are able to offer you supervision, induction, a staff development scheme and 
a relocation package. 
For further information contact Leeds Centre for Integrated Living: 
Telephone: Voice, Leeds (0113) 214 3599, Minicom: (0113) 214 3598. 
For application forms and job outlines please ring our answerphone service 
(24 hours) on Leeds (0113) 247 7965, Minicom (0113) 247 8769 or apply in 
writing enclosing a large self addressed envelope to Director of Social Services, 
Selectapost 9, 110 Merrion Centre, Leeds LS2 8QB. 


CLOSING DATE: 4 NOVEMBER 1999. 
“WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY” 
The City Council encourages a no smoking policy. 
POST SUITABLE FOR JOB SHARING 


Council for Voluntary Service and Volunteer Bureaux 
Stratford-on-Avon District 
(on behalf of The Activities Project for 
Disabled Children and Young People) 


Project Development Co-ordinator 
3-year contract starting January 2000 
Salary: £16,719 increasing to £17,838 


We wish to appoint a suitably experienced person to 
manage, co-ordinate and develop district-wide 
inclusive activity projects for disabled children and 
young people aged 5-18 years. 


As an equal opportunities employer we welcome 
applications from all sections of the community. 


Application forms are available from Council for 
Voluntary Service, The Hospital, Arden Street, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 6NX, tel: 01789 298115. 


For an informal discussion, please contact Sharn 
Jones, tel: 01789 260636, minicom: 01789 260747. 


Closing date for return of application: 
Friday 12 November 1999 
Interviews to be held: 
week commencing 22 November 1999 


Payday Services Limited 


Payday Services provides payroll services for 
voluntary and non-profit making organisations, 
home carers, charities (no VAT) and SMEs. 


We do everything necessary for you to pay 
your employees correctly. ortho, 
Fees from £90pa (incl VAT) 
The Studio, Benefield Road, Brigstock NN14 3ES 
Tel: 01536 373111 Fax: 01536373123 


Tel: 01473 226950 
Fax: 01473 254030 


Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BR 
E-mail: handidate@pbtinternet.com 
A member of ABIA 


Find-A-Friend 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, 
Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Tel/Fax: (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 
Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


Disabled Professional 
Partners 
Enter a world of richer 
relationships and make 
a match for the 
millennium 
tel: 0117 962 8593 
or e-mail: 
britton@turandot.demon.co.uk 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


yor? Extra Strong Playpens. 
Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


STAIRLIFTS 


Reconditioned stairlifts 
fitted from £850. 
Guaranteed. 
For details call 01323 508 006 


¢ Workshops ‘s 


INTERESTED IN BEING 
AN EXPERT WITNESS? 
Be aware of the pitfalls 
and pleasures! 

Come to the next Charterhouse 
training day on 28 January 2000 
in central London 


(fully accessible venue). 
Cost: £150 inc. VAT 


For more details contact 
Jean Brading or John Curtis 
tel: 0118 933 3366, 
fax: 0118 933 3662 
info@charterhouse-partnership.co.uk 
www.charterhouse-partnership.co.uk 
Birchland, Ravensworth Road, 
Mortimer West End 
Reading RG7 3UD 


DISABILITY & CARERS 
RESOURCES WEB SITE 


Links, contacts, government, 
health, news, views, games, 


products and free downloads 


FREE SERVICE 


www.access-ability.co.uk 


FREE COMPUTER DRAW 
just log-on and register 


A non-profit making internet service 
funded through private sponsorship 
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* Recruitment (also on pages 36, 37 & 39) ; 


West of England Centre 
for Integrated Living 


i! WECIL 


@ £18,546-£19,770 

@ pt. 29-31 

@ possible advancement 
£20,355-£21,549 
(pt. 32-34) 


@ 35 hours per week 


@ 6% contributory 
pension 


@ 30 days leave 


For application pack 
please contact: 


Sarah Bryson 
WECIL Ltd. 

Leinster Avenue 
Knowle 

Bristol BS4 1AR 
Tel: 0117 983 9839 
(voice and minicom) 


* Walking sticks * Rainwear * 
=e Tyres * Batteries * Grab rails * 
\ A Scooters * Wheelchairs * 
(nf?) Riserchairs * Stairlifts etc etc 


Equipment bought and sold. 
Sales, service, hire. 


D & K Mobility, 62, Hollybush Road, 
Gravesend, Tel: 01474 353837 
Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-3. 


U.S. VANS ARE BETTER DEALS 


VanFare, USA is a tetraplegic owned company 
specialising in new and previously owned 
adapted mini or full size vans for disabled 
driver, passenger or group transport 
Contact: VanFare, USA 11 School St., Essex 
MA 01929 USA 
Phone: 001 978 768 6228 
Fax: 001 978 768 6404 
E-mail: vanfare@tiac.net 
http://www.tlac.net/users/vanfare 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLES BOUGHT & SOLD 
Selection of one owner, 
low mileage 
vehicles available 
Details (01634) 243596 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of , contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adam.price@lineone.net 


for lifting wheelchairs, 
scooters and people into cars... 


Communication 


seeks a Disabled person as 


Personal Assistant Employment Advisor 


Over the last six years ILSA has established a national reputation as 
a model of good practice. ILSA is now one of the largest Personal 
Assistance Schemes in the country. We currently have over 130 members 
whose packages of assistance exceed £3.5million/annum. 


We are looking for a committed and enthusiastic Disabled person to 
join our rapidly expanding team of five Advisors. The post involves 
providing advice, information and support to individual Disabled people 
in establishing and running their own Personal Assistance Schemes. 


This is a challenging post with good career prospects working in a 
supportive team of Disabled people. 


Closing date: Friday 19 November 1999. 


WECIL particularly encourages applications from under-represented 
groups (eg Black Disabled people, Disabled Lesbians and Gay Men). 


The Integrated Living Scheme (Advice and Support Service) (ILSA) is 
a WECIL project. 


[AEWA Production 


Production Training Scheme 
Disability Programmes Unit 


Documentaries and History 
Training salary £16,140. Two year fixed term contract. London. 


This training scheme offers two disabled people the opportunity to 
demonstrate that they have the creative flair and burning desire to make the 
best in factual programme production. 


Blue Peter, Holiday, Newsnight, The O Zone, and You & Yours are just 
some of the television and radio shows on which our trainees have worked 
or have found jobs as a result of our production training scheme. 


You'll need to prove that you have a strong interest in the media or media 
related activities, a critical appreciation of BBC factual programmes including 
the output of the Disability Programmes Unit and life skills gained as a 
disabled person. 


For further details and an application form, contact BBC 
Recruitment Services by November | 2th (quote ref. 42552/DI and 
give your name and address) Tel: 0181-740 0005. Textphone: 0181- 
225 9878. Postcard: PO Box 7000, London W12 8G}. E-mail: 
recserv@bbc.co.uk Online: www.bbc.co.uk/jobs/e42552.shtml 


If you prefer to work in formats other than standard print please 
request the information pack and application form in the format of 
your choice by telephoning Liam Proudlock, Access Co-ordinator 
DPU Tel: 0181-752 5378 (Voice and Textphone). 


Closes: November [5th. 


Working for equality of opportunity 


NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE COLLEGE 


atiordasy,. 


Support Worker # *: 
Deaf People 


Learning Difficulties 


CONSULTANT 
DEVELOPMENT 
WORKERS 


are required in the 
GOVERNMENT’S REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AREAS 


The Groups’ Development Programme is a lottery funded project 
which aims to support and develop local groups, run and 
controlled by disabled people. The programme requires disabled 
freelance consultants who could respond to the development 
tasks of local groups. This opportunity would be on a part-time, 
flexible basis. The work would be agreed by the local group and 
the Groups’ Development Manager. It is essential therefore that 
consultants are disabled people who have the following skills: 


© knowledge of and experience in the disabled people’s 
movement and a commitment to disability equality and 
the social model perspective. 


© knowledge of and experience in the principles of group 
development work. This includes the development of 
constitutions, policy documents, committee responsibilities 
and sources of core funding and project funding. 


© a commitment to promoting anti-discriminatory practice. 


© the ability to contact and liaise with individuals and relevant 
agencies across the specific regional area. 


Please contact Sandy Marshal, Group Development Manager, or 
Oliver Flitcroft, Administrative Assistant, on the number below. 


Litchurch Plaza, Litchurch Lane, Derby DE24 8AA. 

Tel: 01332 295551, 

Fax: 01332 295580, 

Minicom: 01332 295581, 

Information line (1.30pm-4.30pm Mon-Fri): 01332 298288, 
E-mail: bcodp@bcodp.org.uk, 

Internet: www.bcodp.org.uk 


bcodp 'S A MEMBER OF DISABLED PEOPLES’ INTERNATIONAL. A COMPANY LIMITED BY 


GUARANTEE REG. No. 3455202. CHARITY No. 1068743 


WILTSHIRE 
& SWINDON 


Verwor® 


Wiltshire & Swindon Users’ Network 


A Development Worker - based in Swindon 
18.5 hours per week 
Salary: £16,233 pro rata 


A User Groups Facilitator 
37 hours per week 
Salary: £16,233 pro rata 


Mental Health Advocacy Project - 
Development Worker 

18.5 hours per week 

Salary: £19,761 pro rata 


Learning Difficulties Advocacy Project - 
Development Worker 

18.5 hours per week 

Salary: £19,761 pro rata 


The closing date for applications is 22 November 1999. 


Information packs available from 1 November 1999. 
Please specify which posts you are interested in. 


Telephone (01380) 725213 


Wiltshire and Swindon Users’ Network 
7 Prince Maurice Court, Hambleton Avenue, 
London Road, Devizes, 


Or write to: 


To provide interpreting services for staff and students in an educational setting 


WE HAVE 
THE ANSWER! 


Freephone 
0800 214045 


for brochure 


You must have a minimum of CACDP Stage 1 Sign Language, or have completed 
COUFSEs In signing support system such as Makaton to Stage 4, or a Foundation 
Course in Signalong 


We are looking for people with at least two years of varied interpreting experience 
in a post-16 educational setting and experience of interpreting with adults. 


or free demo. 


Hours of work will be agreed with the successful applicant to match student 
timetables. Please note any restrictions or preferences as to working hours and 
availability when completing your applicant form. 


If you would like an informal chat about this post, please contact: 
Customer Services on 01462 424242 and ask for Caro! Stacey or Sue Johnson. 


to fold Wheelchairs 
and Scooters - 
New Towbar 
Mounted Platform Lift 


For further details and an application form please write to: 
North Hertfordshire College, Monkswood Way, 
Stevenage, Herts, SG1 1LA 


www_autochair.co.uk 


Autochair Lid Milford Lane Bakewell DE45 10x www.nhc.ac.uk 


DN is on the web. Visit our site at 
http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
or you can e-mail us with ideas on 


editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Wiltshire SN10 2RT. 


Disability Now is not 


made in the 
advertisements it 


Deadlines for the August 
issue of Disability Now: 


Booking deadline is 11 July 
Copy deadline is 15 July 


prints and all readers 
are advised to check 


responsible for claims } 
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© Recruitment (also on pages 38, 37 & 36) 
UE 


: 


¢ Contracts and tenders 


Expanding international company 
looking for people to work from 
home — full-time/part-time. 


EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST IN CONTRACTS 
FOR THE PROVISION OF RESIDENTIAL 
ASSESSMENTS/WORK PREPARATION FOR 
THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED FROM JULY 2000 


At Barnardo’s, we’re not just celebrating. 
We’re recruiting. Positively. 


Good earning potential. 
Call for further details on 


0171 864 6524 


CELEBRATING 
DIVERSITY 


Encouraging people who are disabled to apply for 
our jobs and guaranteeing an interview to those 
who meet the essential selection criteria. 
Everyone's different. So’s every job. So, 
whether it’s telephone fundraising or 
canvassing,HR or finance, IT systems 
or retail or working directly with 
children and young people. All these 
functions serve Britain’s largest 
children’s charity and are essential to 
make a practical difference to the 
lives of children or young people and 

their families. 


The Employment Service through its Disability 
Service, offers specialist residential provision 
for approximately 500 clients with a visual 
impairment per year. 


The main focus of the provision is high quality 
Employment Assessment and Work Preparation 
programmes for people with a visual impairment 
who need specialist help to obtain, or retain, 
employment. 


MS Society of GB and N Ireland 
A volunteer is needed to help 


with administrative tasks in 
our friendly Fulham based 
office. General admin’ skills, 
a methodical approach to 
work and the desire to learn 
new skills essential. Travel 
expenses and support given. 
or an information pack 
contact Michelle O’Brien on 


0171 610 7169. 


The Employment Service wants to award 
contracts which.will need to be accessible by 
clients throughout Great Britain. We expect that 


coverage will be achieved by a small number of 
Oe probably not less than 3 or more 
than 6. 


If your organisation wishes to express an 
interest or would like further information please 
contact Mrs Rowena Nicholls at the following 
address before 19 November 1999. 


Mrs Rowena Nicholls, Contracts Manager, 
Regional Disability Service, Vincent Court, 

21 Mindleson Way, Edgebaston, Birmingham 
Bi5 2DT, tel: 0121 255 3439, fax: 0121 255 3444, 


e Courses 


The Barnardo’s “Basis and Values” statement 
complements our Equal Opportunities policy 
which ‘commits us to increasing the number 
of staff and volunteers who are disabled. 
So, if you see a Barnardo’s post you're 

interested in, don’t hesitate for a second. 
a Alternatively contact our job information line on 
: Tel: 020 8498 7009 (24 hour answerphone) 
or Minicom: 020 8498 7079 quoting 

reference: DN2. 


Counselling Training 
1999-2000 
with S.C.0.C. 
Introductory modules to 
advanced diploma 
(validated by Napier 
University & COSCA) 


Mo, 
Sess 
2 S 
IW 

sav 


Barnardos 


For further 
information contact: 
Angela Clark, 
Course Administrator 


Tel: 0131 311 4712 


textphone: 0121 471 2303. 


Employment © 
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Service 
THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS NOT AN INVITATION TO TENDER 


On top of 
the world 


Cay. 6 


77 ; 
Ot, 4 


ollowing on from the Profile 
ine DN October, we have six 
copies of Roof of Africa on 
Wheels by Jon Amos, worth 
£8.95 each) up for grabs. 

The book is a fascinating 
and exhilarating account of 
Jon’s record breaking climb, by 
hand cycle, up Kilimanjaro in 
1998. It follows his, and his 
team’s meticulous preparation, 
the climb and their work with 
disadvantaged people in 
Tanzania afterwards. 

Published by Alfresco, this 
book can be ordered using 
ISBN 1-873727-11-9. 


Don’t forget to fill out DN’s 
reader survey for your 

chance to win a wonderful 
Sainsbury’s hamper and 12 
bottles of wine from Percy 
Fox and Co. 


vith winter well and truly 

W on the way, it’s important 
to keep nice and warm. And 
what better way than to wrap 
yourself up in a top quality 
Orkney Angora sweater? 

DN has two of these, worth 
£70 each, to give away. 

Both of them are in a mix of 
warm, lightweight angora and 
lamb’s wool, with drop sleeves, 


and can be crew, polo or 
V-necked. There’s a choice of 
29 different shades. So, if 

you win, Orkney Angora will 
contact you to discuss your 
prize. 

Readers may also like to get 
hold of their colour catalogue 
to see the complete range of 
clothing they offer. To contact 
them tel/fax: (01857) 600421. 


Made to measure 


Fish and clips 


f you need help to move your 
ere or they need extra 
stability to carry out activities, 
its easier if you can use 
equipment they will enjoy. DN 
thinks CareFlex are on the 
right track. 

They produce this brightly 
coloured Freddy the Fish belt 


that will be a hit with any child. 


It has a secure, easy-to-use 
clip (as found on most modern 
rucksacks, bags etc), and has a 
strong adjustable strap with 
useful loops. The fish is nice 


and wide, helping to make it a 
more secure fit and also 
spreading the pressure over a 
wider area. This makes it ideal 
for transferring, walking, 
cycling and many other 
activities. It even comes with a 
five year guarantee. 

DN has six to give away, 
worth £18.50 each. 

Unlucky entrants can still 
order one from CareFlex, 
freephone: 0800-018 6440, fax: 
(01626) 836441. There’s also a 
Harry the Hamburger model. 


Stop feeling the pressure 


W Te are always told about 
the importance of 
seatbelts. But, what do you do 
if seatbelt pressure on your 
chest is uncomfortable, or even 
damaging? Well, this may be 
the answer: the Liberty seatbelt 
clip, of which DN has six pairs, 
worth £6 a pair, to give away. 
The clip can be used on any 
front or rear self-retractable 
seatbelt (ie driver’s), but musn’t 
be used on rear seat centre belts. 


Fasten your belt as normal, 
pull out 2-3cms of slack and 
apply the clip where the belt 
passes through the buckle on 
the door pillar. This relieves 
pressure, but will not prevent 
the seatbelt from retracting 
during a sudden stop. 

You don’t need any tool to 
use the clip, so you can carry it 
around in your pocket, or pop 
it in the glove compartment 
between trips. 


The clips can be ordered 
from Maryland Marketing 
Associates, PO Box 401, 
Abingdon, Oxon OX14 SXH. 


Terms and conditions 
¢ Closing date: 30/11/99 
¢ Entrants must be over 18 
* No proof of purchase 
required 
¢ UK entrants only 
* No cash alternatives 
¢ DN reserves the right 
to use winners for 
future publicity 
¢ Editor’s decision is 
final 
¢ Special offers not 
open to DN staff or 
associates 
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ghting social 


Id. See page 1. 


Speed thrills: Steve Cunningham, 36, from Banbury, left his dog Hughie behind when he set a new 
world blind land speed record of 147.56 miles per hour at RAF Bruntingthorpe in Leicestershire 


Battle for bab 


A Bradford couple with epilepsy are fi 
services for the right to keep their chi 


for) 
o 
= B oo 
“= 
eh eo ny 
2 ens °S oe 
= a rte. 0 
® ey @ (e) 
> oS co = op =o 
4 [== pel 5 > | “a” Ss 
= ”a°SE Bos 
© Gon zoo 
= =oo 
or Soa 


oO 

ad 

a 

wm F 

Y.4 

fo) A 

< io 

S —— << 
SS 

: 2 

= 5 ————— 

om (ie 

a | ee 

PB —————— 
a ae 

DB ————<$_$__—— 

E a eT 

faa S"7=-_ —VT— ee 

a QD ——_—_—_—_—————— 
Saal 
Bo o_o 
COlNI| MINI vu 
Aah eet ee oaeN |G 
od — 
B/S] S| os] 
Ot |) Ot 
B/S ).2] 31% 
Hef (ee aoe ie 
Pa eel 
) rape 4 aK 
= | bl + 
5) As 
a 5) 
() 
“el a) 
jem) 
cape te 
o) = 
> o| eS 
t|a@\o 
S|2/8 
o 
=|s/\2 
~|/fli=le 
ww | @) | v 
bl 
ieee oe 
© | 6.) ae eae 
fo erie | te 
~|a| 8i4/s 
S| o|=_=| ® 
a\—-\alals 


siejnba) 


DN goes clubbing in the 
p20 


DISCO INFERNO 
capitals 


'20}5 JUaJIND JO Sjiejap 40 JUaW}UIodde Ue JOY sayes essay 3e SUIYMeH JIyg aUOYd 
S6b OF Woy Uejs Sarid ‘ajgeylene ase sapiyan essa, pasn jo abuel & SATd 


SPL662 Jaquinu Aey) pasaysibay :Ayyiqelow Jo yieWAPe e SI SIU, 


AyqujonZ 


CSEL SGP LSLO -xey 
000d OCP LSLO -[9L 
“TVL SVM ‘TYsoy) ‘soupy ‘oue’y 100]\] 
*poyWUN'T 313U9D 1d SOUPIM 
SU'IVS VSAUMAA 


S6ZELF ew 
Sel 6 | , 


aye 
yneusy 


wdge'g - WeQ0'6 
Aepii4 - Aepuoy 


“SoneWOINE se a\qeIIeAR O1e SEPEIEW F MAy 


“DNILVY O83Z ASNIDII GNN4 GVO" 
ONV LWA SINNSSV SAD Idd TIV 


S6S'OLF ma 
load 197 oll, zuag sapaaJayy 


JulH YOd 
ITaVIVAV 
ST 


cpp’ OLF peo) ay} uo 


(aSalp ¢°7 O1A 2uag Sapadieyy 


peo. ayy uo ‘li 
¢6S" OL3 

asalp ¢7 

1382} 

yneuay 


S9UOL Ax!) 10 WeYraag [IY }2e1U0) aseajd 
UOIEMJSUOWSP & abuele 0} 10 UOIJEWIOJUI JOYYNI JO{ 
"S$S9|PUa SI JSI] BU} ‘SouNjea} AjNIES 
pue Ajajes ‘adualuaAuod ‘OJWOD AueW YM “bunyby 
9}99SIP ssada1 pue sHululjpeay YOS YIM pa}euipso 
-0) INOjOD Hulag se |jam se puepueys Jsaybiy ay} Jo ase 
S9[DIYAA aSay} Ul Pasn sdugel pue Swi} ayy “AyeNb Jo 
JEWYIUSG BY} Ge Sajr1yar jo abued Ajiwey essa ial bes 


"NO SGL DLE 


[SS8ID OCJN} 6] 
10805 008 ANA 


peod al) Uo 
S6L’ DLE 


) [Sal C7 
a 2310) 


UBSsIN 


